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GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
T. FANNING A~'D W. Ul'SCOlrB, Emrons. 

VOL. II. NASHVILLE, JANUARY, 1856. NO. 1. 

r,IRST PIUNCIPLIJ;S.-NO. 7. 

IN the closing number of the first volmne or The Go~pel Advocatr. 
we reacbeu, in om examination of First Principles, " 'I'luJ unity of tlie 
faith;" but in as mnch as it is po~sible other readers ru~y be interestecl 
in the secoml volume, we will endeavor to placa the n1ain points, in re· 
garcl to faitl1, in a more concise and systematic fom1. Inde<:d, when 

~nell are correctly taught on this sn1ject, there is little more to be tlone, 
but to inlluence tbe will in refm·ence to lluty. Correct information on 
this point removes many clouds uncl mists from oth(~r matters; but n. 
failute to see clearly the whole truth touching this l1egilming corner, su 
thorougllly obstructs the pathwny of r<lligions investigation, that there 
can be but little hope of surruountil1g the gloom and Llarlmess which so 
generally prevail. 

W c tt>joice, however, in the conviction, that there is nothing needful 
on the snbje<:t of salvation w bich we may nt)t understand in a very sat· 
isfactory manner, if we will earncslly seek the light. Honesty of pur· 
pos~, and n patient rersevcrancc in well·doiug will1·emove mountains. 
It is a most happy refhlction, that no "high leaming, or even a kno"l\·· 
lei!ge of lhe ol·u\n::ry school bmnchcs, is indispensable to lhe faith which 
B:wcs t.he soul.'' ''The way·faring man, though a fool, need not err 
therein. ;11 hut the confiding and redeemed shall walk th~re. 

But there :rre lessons, on First Principles, wl1ich ::hould he repeated, 
or expressed in Yarious fonns, to snit the capacities and peculiar citcum· 
stances of the hmnan family. 'l'he parables of the New 'l'estamen~ 
thongh differing so wi<1e1y, illustrate hut a. sh1gle subject. 

We shall repe:~t) in substance, what is eh\borately expressed in our 
fifth number, but somewhat diff'erent in forlil. ".Faith 1s the conjidenca 
of Uti.,_gs hoped jot, the corw!d£Q"' of thin!)s not seen." Hence the necefi· 

1 
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eity of effort on onr p:ut to understand well the ground of faith. All 
demonstration :md all opinions are excluded froml~\ith aud from religio.p. 
On this point we recently noticed a declarat-ion of the Edinburgh Re­
view, which e:q1ressesmost forcibly the general ignorance of ibe lell.rned 
world on the subject of believing God, Some eighty years since a 
Juerchant in Scotland made prov-i;;ion in his will, to pay every forty 
years some fifteen thousand dollars for the first mul second best essays on 
the evidence of the existence of a God, firat from natur~, and secondly 
from the Bible. The reviewer, wilh many high-swelling words, regarll.s 
this the grea.'t question of tho age, and imagines that the man who will 
demonstrate the truth of the proposition, :mel pnt the subject, hcyoml 
all futuro investigation, will be tho greatest benefactor of mankind. 
Rnt would not the effect of suel1 a demonstration destroy all fitith in 
God? Any tl1ing c1cJinecl by nature must be limited, nnd contrary to 
the vc1·y essence of Divinity. Put this subject beyond discussion, and 
tl1e niule, the Cburch1 and mornlity, would have uo mow to accom­

}Jlish. l<'aith must ever remain "the cc:mfidencc" of what no eye can 
see, or lmman philosopl1y comprehend. By faith we must continue to 

walk, and not by sight. Indeed, sight upon all subjects precludes 
fi1ith or bdicf. Christiauit.y is not n subject [Qt fnilhlel:s expe:iments; 
bnt demnmh a steauy walk in obedience to tmth. Belief enters the 
mind thi'Ough the tmth; and when the heart can fim1no room for the 
"words of cterm~l life/' of course faith must be wenk, if it exist nt all. 
The whole text system of mincing out Lhe W ortl of God, in c1ausc3 
and verses, withot1t rcgar1l to sense or connection, is by no means 
favoralJle to a hearty and vigorous confiLknce in God, or the word of 
his grace. 

]'aiLh is to be judged by its ell'ects. A r.oufuseu fait11, whiclt i:~ 
nothing more thnn an opinion in regan] Lo :;rpiritunl subjects, amounts 
to no living Jninciple in the heart. 'l'hi~ is abundantly cviucccl by the 
very small amount of deep religi.ous feeling generally m::mifusted by the 
most orthodoK chmd1es. In many of t-hem Lhere is n kind of 'luasi 

worlclly desire to be respectable, at least ns much so as others; and 
there is a disposition to pay the preac11cr, the music makers, and for 
the usual externals of religion. Bllt few in our prosperous times exhibit 
tbe earnest d<wot.iou of the Apostles, or even of 1>lartil1 Luther or 
John Wesley. -w-hy this wicle·SJ>rcad indifference to genuine religious 
interest? Faith i3 either weak or wanting entirely. 

''The Lrec is known by its fruit,'' ancl the people in. the iu.ll enjoymeut 
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of the f.1ith pbnted and nourishad in the heart by the word of Godt 
can but evince the most earnest feelings in regard to the triumphs oi 
their Master's cause. 

There are other important matters, in immediate connection "'it!J. 
faith, which should not be neglect.ed in this discussion. 

}, ccording to newspaper report, there are many " Glm$till.n ttat·wn&.,. 
and our "glorious republic" is pre-eminently denominated a Christii!Jl 

country. Possibiy these are correct intimations; but evidently some 
qualification is necessary. Russia, Franc('., and }l}uglaml are called 
Christian countries, althongh not one in ten, ~e presume, of the popu­
l:u.ion of either country has read wilh understanding or believes the 
Christian Scriptures. In onr own country not half tho people are 
members of the respective .churches, tmtl but a small minority of the 
members have H believed and ueen baptized" according to the commia­
sion. Why then should we pronounce this :1. Christian country? If i~ 
is in consequence of tolera.tiug the institu~ions of Jesus of Naza.ret.h, 
we are truly Christian. But we plaee the subject in a different light. 
Can men believe iu the God of the Bible aud still iive after the tlcsh.f 
Believers, if we understand the subject~ are s:tvcd, pardoned, and 
redeemed hy the blood of Christ, but unbelievers bow not the lmee te 
the Pt·ince of Peace. If correct in these suggestions, there i:s no 

strictly Christian nation, and in our own "Christian country," we pre· 
snme nine·tent.hs of the people n~ed convcr~ion to God. Neither are 
their hearts or their lives right before Heaven, and the great matter ia 
to convince them that Chriat has a right to reign over them. Snch a. 
conviction denies tl1e right of the animal passions to govern. Tbe 
Savior said: "Renounce yourselves and follow me.'' This is the fruit 
of faith. But there arc still higher object.~ of faith in the Son of God. 

In our judgment, it invariably leads its possessor to repent of hia 

sins and submit to the authority of Jesus Christ. Mark, we say the 
belie;er follows Christ. We do not deny that men have beli<>ved, 34 

King A grippa, and mado sudden shipwreck of the fi1ith. F'aith i13 eithet 
"a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death." God 11ermit.s na 
man to live n disobedient believer. Every man who receives the 
truth yit-lJs, or the word of f:1.ith -which the apostles preached, is taken 
<Jut of the heart. The truth in some minda resembles the scattered 
gt•ahls of wheat ta.keu up by the birds; some minus are comparable to 
the shallow soil, which possessed not sufficient drpLh to Jlroducc fruit; 
aml others ngain permit the c:\res of the worlil, t1Hl deceitfulness of 
riche$1 and the luaf.s of other things to choke lhc tender plants, lmt the 

' 



Copyright TLC

'.I'HE GOSPEL .ADVOC.A'l'E. 

good ground only, Ot II honest 01ltl tt!id-trsf.a1lcling }te(lrt/' jg Cap~b}e 0( 

bringing fo1·th the thirty, sixty, and lmmlred foltl. 
'l'he 'Vorcl of God either serve,; as "a lire and h:>.mmcr" to warm 

and break up the '·fallow ground" of the hearty or to 113ear the consci· 
cnce as with a bot iro11." Men wJ1o tamper with the Bible, to say th~ 
least, a1·e in imminent danger. 11 God is not mocked." In uinety"uin& 
cases ont of a hundred the s:\fe plan is for the siucere,at the .firsL intelligibla 
hearing, to yield their heu.rts to the force oftruth, and suhmit ~mreservedly 
to its Heanuly di<:tates. To youtl1s, who may chance to see these things7 

wo would rcspectfuily suggest, that e·vcry hearing of the truth eiJ.her 
hardens or improves tl1e heart. 0 hI how dangerous to trifle wiLh the 

opportunities which the ]'a.ther has placed in our power. 
llut last of all, faith enables t.he wenry 11ilgrim to hold on his way 

throngh all the trials of earth. No ouet without this golde~t cord which 
hinds l1im to the throne of the Eternal, coulcl possibly withsl:md lhe 
temptations of the flesh. But our confid~nce in Heaven cunLles us to 
lin our feeble eyes above the paltry things of time and sense, to con· 
template fairer climes, where the w~y-wo;rn traveler £nd>J etcrna.l rest. 
11 And this is the victory that overcomes the world, even: our faith.'' 
We would do well to frcqucnLly look at the past for stre!lgLhening ex· 

amples of faith. We should remember Abel, Enoch: Noah, Abra.ham, 
Isaac, and Jac~h, with the twelve pat.riarehs, D:wid, Gideon, Jepthn, 
Samuel, Moses, the prophets, apostles) au<l holy martyrs, for the tmU1 

of Jasus Christ. 11 What was Wl'itten aforetimet'' says the Apostle, 
"wail writteu fo1· our learning and pat.ieuce, tha.t we through t),e eom· 
fort of the Scriptures might have hope." • 

This !:'lith is a treasure above all human computation. It is t1lc stay 
and deep solace of the soul howell <lown unuer the e~ces,.;ive weight 
of ca-tes, and indeed it constitutes the only reliable riches of mortals oo 
this sin·polluteu ea1th. May we "strive e.arncstly for the faith once cle· 
livered to the sainls." T. 1!'. 

'l'HE CHUl1CH OF GHRIS'l'.-XO. 3. 

WHEN W .AS THE OllUHOII EST A,ni.ISllED? 

IN sketching the history of the Patriarchal nud Jewish ages, we en· 
dca. vored to show, that all former uispeusations adnmbratell the Church 
of Christ. 'rho Apostle says : "And not tha very image of the things 
cau never, with those sacrifices which they o[ereu year by year contin­
ually, 1nake the comers thereunto p(u·fect." It is supposed to he a nico 
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question to determine the precise close of the Jewish age, and the open­
ing cf the Christian; but we presume a. very sma 11 amount of care in 
examining the Scriptures will make aU plain. 'l'he fitct need not bo 
concealed, that pedobaptist tlenominations maintain th:l.t God l1as had 
but oue chm·ch on eartlt; or that the killgdoul of Christ is identical 
with the commonwealth of Isr:1el; but we think we entertain a mnch 
more exalted and llpiritual view of the church of the saints. Our prc9-

ent objcct.s forbid argumcutlj in detail to show that the Church of J esu 
Christ is hetler than that of 1vroses; but we feel it due to such of our 
reaclers as haV'e not examine,] this matter iu luore labored }Jtoduction':\ 
to submit a few passages of Scri11tUl·e which seem to l1e to the point. 

It is written in Dauicl ii. 4A·: ' 1 And in. the days of these kings, t.h() 
God of he;1 ven shall set u11 a kingdom w bich shall staml for evm·." vY e 
rega.rd Lhe reference to the est~blishment of Christ's kingdom, wl1ich 
was to be 11 set up"-not improved or remodeled, as o.n old house is rO. 

p~ired-but to <.Jjlfm· in SOlllC very important features from the former 
church. 

When we open the New Testament, we hear tbe ]Jarbinger of Mes­
siah proe;laiming, along Lhe Jordan, "Repeut fo;r the kinguom of 
heaven is at. banu." 

']'he hles-;cll Savior said: 11 Pray, thy kin9d011~ come." This is clear 
~vidence it had not come. Again, said the Lotd: "Oil tl1is rock I 
will build my church." (Mat. xvi. 18.) When l1e said, "I will build 
my churcl1," according to all rules of language, l1e had not hnilt it .. 

llu~ say many oftbeBaptisttlcnomiuation1 "The church was established 
in the cla:·s of Jo]m. the Baplist." We are happy to know that lh~ 
best teachers in the Baptist rank$ plead not thu!ii. But excessiYc parti. 
sans St!Ctn to think it a. nry important matter to connect t11e origin of 
the clnu·ch i11 some way with John the llaptist. We presume the ob­
ject is to take the B;1ptist's na.me i hut if the host scholars of the world 
we.re to ngrcc that the name shoulu be tmuslntcd John the 1·mmc1·ser1 wo 
!<hould rt>gnrcl the motive not souucl. There it~ n. pas.sa.ge of scriptur& 
that is always broughtforwa.rcl to the support of this opinion, which ill 
well becomes us to not.icc. It reads; "'l'!Jc law anu the propl1ets wero 
until John, s:nc•3 that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every 
XJJan prcsseth into it." (Luke xvi 16.} Th"se statements aN literally 
true. 'l'he bw and t.he prophets were preached till John, anti uo longen 
by any one autL01·izecl of I-IeaYen. Til us John began to preacl1: 11 Th& 
kingdatn of l1eaven is at hand." But John the Apostle, making hi.il 
record more thM1 forty years afterwards, ancl long afcer the estaqlisb• 
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meut of the kingdom, said : " Every man presses into it." And tl1cre 
is no intimation that men prc!!sud into the cburd1 from the time John 
llcgan to preach. Sttch a supposition is contrary to the facts in tho 
case; for John himself was no~ :\ member of the church, and the Sa­
vior said : "The least in the kingdom ( churcb) shU be greater than 

John." 
.AJl correct thinkers ailmit, that tl1e bt1ilding nf Solomon's temple, 

prcJig11rcd thP. rearing of the spiritual temple nuder Christ. It will be 
.rcmcn,bcrcd tl10 materials were all previously made ready aceotlling to 

exact rule, and in t.hc erection of the temple tl1ere "was not the sound 
of .a lumm1er, or an iron instrument." All went up in majestic orller, tG 

the astonishment of the builders and tho "\vorld. 
John 11 came to make ready a people prepared for tJ1c Lora," and ho 

411 gnvc tlH• people the knowledge of salvation, by the remission of their 
·•ins." Tie preached, "The bapt-ism of repentance for the remission of 
1ins" in the fitith of one coming so much more wortl1y than h1om.:lf 
1hnt he was not competent to untie his shoes. nut after Christ "mado 
snd l.nptizcd more disciples than Jolm," the honornblc and modest im· 
merscr said: "lie (Christ) must incrcasP., but I must ilccreasc." Tho 
disciples made by J ohn, who recei vcd the Savior, were fiL materials for 

ChrisL's temple without any fmLhcr preparation. Hence it is said; 
.. He came to his ow11, and to as many as received him, gave he the au-
1ll0rity to become tl1e sons of GJd; even to them that Lelicved in his 
:!lame." 

It is Sl\id of J osC'ph of Arimallun~, at the cmcifixion, that l1e 11 lVaie­
«l.for tlw kingdom of Go,l." 'l'hus, in language as plain as word:> can 
maim it, ll1c friends at the crucifixion \Ter<: stiillooking fm· the kingdom, 
and of course it had not come. 

lht even after the resurrection, tl.Jo disciples, in deep <lcspondeucy in 
J>Cgard to the long promised kingdom, which tl1ey began to fear woulrl 
neve·r appear, said: "J.~ord, wilt tllOll at this time resto.rc ngain tho 
kingdom to Isrnei ?" 'l'he di;!Ciples, it appears, were not then member~ 
oi the kingllom. 

We rcg1\rd otl1cr proofs on this subject as surpcrfluom;; but every 
,reader of the Dible will rearlily see, upon examination, that there is no 
mention of t.hc existence of the Church of Christ from the opeuing of 
Matthew to Lhe last verse of the 2d chapter of tl1e Acts of Lho Apostles. 

It might be appropriately meutiol!c<l, that from Lhe depaltllre of tlw 
children of Isra.el out of Ji:gypt to the gi,•ing of the law at Mount 
Siuui, was just fifty days, anc.l !tcucc Lhe feast of pentecost, or of lhe 
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liftietl1 day. 'l'he :Messiah was crncified at the feast of pentecos~, and 
lifty days afterwards, or at the nexl pentecost, "the la.w went forth out 
of Zion, and the wortl of the Lord from J erusnlem." One more fa-:.~ 
and we shall close our testimony on this point. \Vhen tlH3 mo·ment 

arrived for God to ackno"Wledge !.he house l.milt by Solomon, "'l'he 
glory of tue Lord overshadowed and filled the temple," and when lhe 
hour came to recognise the e~isterrce of the spiritual temple, Jehovah 

sent tlown the good Spirit, anJ the house aud heat·t.~ of \'no disciples 
were filled wit.h light and glo1·y. Thus was the oxisteHce of the 
church first aclmowledgeJ a.t Jerusalem on pentecost; a.1ul immeuiately 
afterwards it is written, "And the saved were added to the church." 
But before that Jay no one was ever 11 added," ancl hcuc-e the silence of 
the Scriptures on the subject. l?rom that day to lhe P~"~Sent, all men 
l1ave been at liberty to enter the fold 011 honorable cotuli tions. 

ll)i' W-J!OM WAS THE ){JI\GDO.M OPT~NgD TO 'l'IIE \YORT,D? 

A satisfitctory ans\\·cr to this question will throw much lig!c t. upon 

the origin of the Qhurch. The Messiah said to Peter, u I will gi vo 

tbee Lhe keys of the kingdom, and whatsoever thou shalt bind ou ea,rth 
Rh:tU be bound in l.tcaven, and wha.lsoever thon shalt loose on earth, 
shall he loosell in heaven." Upon no other Apostle was such honor 
confurred. Hi8 right alone it wa.s to open the door to Jews and Gen­
tiles, to remit and ret~ in sins, to bin<l a.nd loose on earth, with the as· 

suranee all would be r:~tified in heaven. "GoJ made choice that by 
his month'' not only his own countrymen, but al~o 1' the Genliles 
shoulcl hear the word of the Gospel and believe." In modern style, 
\Vha1e\·er tC?.I'IllS of remiso;iou he enjoiue<l were made good aboYe. 'l'l1e 
rcnson for all !.his is most plain. He spoke. as "the Spitit gave him 
uttemnce, and ns the Sn.viur haJ said, it was not l1e tha.t spoke, "but 
the Spirit tl1at spoke through him." 

When the people \\·ere eonfonndeu by tl1e descent of the Spirit on 
pentecost, I'eler fit·st conviucetl them of their exceeding wickeuncss in 
crucifying the Lorcl of glury, a.nc.l secondly, he demonstrated to them 
that aeeording to their own law there was rro remission, for ihC".y had 
killed God's anointed-n. crime of such enormity, the Ia.w malle no 
})tovision for it. 'l'her<'lore tl.tey asked the Apostles, "What shall we 
do?" Peter, with the keys in liis possession, knew not the proper 
Corm of answ<:r to be giveu, but lite Spit·it moved him to !!ay, "He pent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ., fol' the 
remission of £ins, and you shall receive tlle gi~ of the Holy S!lirit.'' 
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Never had sucll joyful words fallen upon tl10 ears of sin stricken mor­

tals. "About three thonsa.nd gladly received them and were b::ptized." 

b-.. "Tlms we see the door thrown open to the Jews. Yeats afterwards 

l'eter was called to speak "word-3 by which Cornelius anti :11l hi!l house 

might be saved," and in obeclience to the heavenly appointment the 

door was opened to the Gentiles. Since that day the door has been 

open to all the w·orld, and "no man can sl1ut, and neit11er can any 

open," notwLthstanding the impious pretensions of mortals to open 

and shut the kingdom of hea'' en. Christ now reigns and bolas the 

keys of death and hell; aml "to him shall every knee bow, and every 

tongue shall confess that l1e is Lord to the glory of God the Fn.tbcr." 

·.· 

In our next we wish to examine the ml\terials of which the Church 

is compo~ed. 'f. F . 
.. ,, ; ... ·-----------

..... 
"JUSTI¥1CA:TION BY FAITH ONLY."-(CoNTUWim.) 

"O•ar sccor1d argument is based upon those pasl!agcs wl.ich rcpre­
srnt what i:l manifcRtJy synonymous with jnst.ificatiou as being through 
fait.h."-Ral~ton'.s Elements of Divin£(!], p. 317." 

If the view of justifica.ticm by fnith which we have endeavored to 

set forth be correct, this second argument uccds no reply. 'l'he author 

:ranl>:s "t·cmission or sins" among the s-ymmyms of justification, and 

quotes Scripture to pwve that u1an recci\'es remission of ~:>ins through 

fi1ith. vV c ndmit 111ost readily tl1c truth of the prOJJosition; for man 
canuot be pardoncu without faith. But tlocs it follow, as a ne!'!essary 

consequence, that f.'lith is the ()'Illy condition of pnrclon? Through 
faith the lmsb::mclman obtains a plentiful harvest o.s the reward of hi:J 

labors; for wiLhor.t faith iu the concurrence of tbose natuml causes 

which bring about seed-time and ll:.trvcst, and cause the f\art-h to bring 

forth her fruits in season, lle would not talw thcs~~p;; necessary to sctmre 
the desired enu. Dut Joes it follow as :t consequence that fo•ith alone 

will fill his barns with vlenty? No <·ne would for a moment maiulain 

such a proposi\ion. Gou, in his goorlness and mercy sends the snows 

:m.d frosts, the sunshine and ferlili;,.ing showe1·:3; but., however m11ch 
iaith man may exercise in the potency of these ago11ts, without a. com­

pliance with other condition>', his lands will yield him no joyous crops. 

'l'he same Gou has delegated from Heaven and stam}lcd with tl1e 
w~al of his authorit.y cer~ain agents 1ur the redemption of a fhllcn race; 
yet, wlmtever may be our confiuence in God and the means of_l1is ap· 

pointment, withou~ obedience to the requitements of the GosJle1, ·we 
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rnnnot obtain an interest in the reconcilio.tion made by our Savior's 
sacrifice. Yet we give faith its proper importance in the salvation of 
sinners, w]JCu we sny that everything depends upon it. No act of 
obedience cnn be acceptable in the sight of Heaven, ·without f.'lith in 
Jesus. Hence the stress f,hat is laid upon it by our SaYior a.nrl his 
Apostles. Admitting, then, that the expressions "Righteousness," 
11 Righteousness of God," "Remission of sins," &c., arc synonymous 
with jiL~L.ification, still we call in 11uestion tlH~ justness of the :tuthor's 
conclusion. He has only proved, wh:Lt ii:l freely conceded, t]lal "right­
eousne~s," "remission of sins," &c., are attained tl1rongh faith; and 
therefore, granting the trutla of his premises, the only fitir 1leduetiou 
from them is that m:m is jnstifio~l by faith, which we do not deny. The 
oujcctions we Ul·ge is the modification of the .Apostle's teachings by 
the word only. 

Bnt that tl1esc expressions are synonymous with justification, is by 
no means admitted. Indeed th:is assumption gives rise to great con· 
fusion of terms. 

If justificntion means fCrightt.>ousness of God," and urpmission of 

sin~," hoth1 it follows tha.t "righteommessofGod," is synonymous with 
"remi:<sion of sins,'' since, acc:ording to a geomeLrknl nxiom, u t.hings 
tlntt arc c1ptal to tlae same tl1ing, are equal to each ot.hcr." Kow1 in 
l'a;;sages rttwted in reference to this point, imtead of the word used, let 
so111e Olleo' of its 1i!Ji1611?Jnl·' l>e substituted. For example, Jet Rom. iii. 
25, he rt>:ld as follows: "Whom God hath set fort..h to Lc a pro pi I iation, 
through fhilh in hi~ 11ood1 to declare remission of sin$ (his l"ightoous· 
ness) f()r the remil;sion of sins t.hat arc past," &c. So abo we might • 
read other qtwlalion.~; as, "And be receh·ccl the sign of circumci;:ion, 
a ~cal of the n~m·is.~ion rif 11'1·11.~ (rigMeousncss) of th~ fhith whi<·h he 
lmd, lJCing yet tmcircnmciscd, &c.'' ".A ml he fonml in him, not having 
mine o"-n remission of ~n'rl.~ {righteonsne.ss) which is of the r,a"·· lmL 

that which is through the faith of Christ, the ?'enu:~sirm of sin.~ (right­
eon~ness) wl,icla is of God by lhith." What mnt.ilation of the Scrip­
ture:>! :mel yet, instead of the origiunl words, I l~:wo cmp1oyed only 
~tnonJJms! .Again, "AlJralmm bclicn•d Gotl anll it wn~ ronnted to 
11im fur :righteonsncf's." Now if t.hcnl is any meaning in lnngnnge, 
Abraham did not receive rightcotftH:ss IJ,rongh Jltilh ns a condition of 
its attainment, lJnt hisfiu"th. it.<r~j'was rcconcd his rightcousnes.~. Hence, 
11ccording to Dr. Hah•lon, j!t:ilh must !,e reg:mlcd as auothor term sy• 
nonymous with ?"Cmz:~sion o.f s1·ns, Jrtstifi~idion1 cf:c. 
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But there a.rc two other objections to this position, that might be 
mentioned in this connection: 

1. It gives the word rightcou.sne.~s a. meaning widely di.lfcrent from ita 
general signi6caLio::, and one which ~he usage of tlw origlnal will not 
justify. The idea of pardon is not in the word, either in its scriptural 
or general classic usage. 

2. It gives unnecessarily difi"ercnt meanings to tlae verh to justify1 

in its di.lferent connections. I say the verb to Justf(y, for the substan­
tive ;'u.~tifical£on, so far as I am informed, is found but thrco times in tJ1e 
New Tei>lament. Now that m:m'.s justification in t11e sight of God 
neces~arily implies the fol'giveness of his sins is freely admitted, but 
tl1c1·e is nothing in the word itsc:lf that gives the idea of pardon. Jesus 
was justified hy the spirit (1 Tim. iii. IG), or pronounced just, (for 
that is the true meaning of the word), yet l1c knew no sin, and hence 
could not be 11arc1one:d. 

Again, in Luke vii. 2!J, we have the following langaage: "And all 
tl1e people that heard him, aml the Publicans, iustifir:d God, &c." 'l'lte 
iclca of pm·don of course is not in the word justify in this instance, and 
if it ever has Lhat idea it nms~ be llscd iu a different sense from what it 
has here. 

So also we ha:n~ the ~wotil awlied to man in tllC sense spccificcl, in 
IJuke x. 29, .xii. 37, xvi. 15; .in the epistle of James ii. 21, 2·11 11nd in 
many other instances ,.hat migM be atldncctl, both in the Old and New 
'l'estament!!, where no one will maintain that the idea of pardoa is iu­
clnded at all. Hence we conclude that the Apo:>tlc Paul, if he mt>nut 
to express the act of remis~ion of sins by lhe word to justify, nsecl l11c 

term in a sense dificrcnt from its gencr:~.l siguilica.tiou. llut it can uc 
dearly shown that Paul, as we lun·e b('fo1·c slateJ, ha.Ino reference to 
the specific act of pardon of sins, and that this forced COll~lruc::tion <•f 
t.h.e word is utterly uuneccasary. In J1is discussion of this sul•j<!cL in 
Romans, lte qnotcs from Geue:;i.~ xv. 6,-•: Abrahmu helie\·cd in the 

lJortl ani! lw eouuted it to him ior righl.eousncss''-tts all illnstraLion; 
:md from this he detlnees tlw conclusion tlmL Abraham was ju.•tified hy 
litith. Now if we can nscel'tain wh•~t lhcl'atl'iarch'sjustificalion was, 
we willlmow what the Apostle mcn.nt hy tl1e term. In Gen. X\', 5, 
6, we read ns follows; "Am1 he (G.l) broug!:t him furfh abroad anu 
said: look now ttoward He;n·en and lcil the stars, if thou be ahlc to 
mtm,her thciU; antl he said nuto him: 'so slla.11 thy secJ uc.' AnJ lJC 
hclicved in lhc Lord and he conn ted it tr; J1im for righleousm:ss." Now 

we ask, dill Abraham recoin'! remission of sins at Lhe time here srokell. 
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• of? Did God make fitith in his promise the condition of Abr:.ham't~ 
pardon? The premises will warrant no sud1 conclusion. Suchan as· 
sumption is a plain and palpable begging of tile question. 

W c therefore conclude that the AposLlo used the word in its usual 
accepbtion, wit Lout any speci~l re1~renco to the act of rernist'ion of 
Bins. E'·cry indiYidual in this life sustains one of Lwo telntions to God. 
He is either iu a state of condemnation or a ~tate of justification. With· 
out an inte!'cst in the meritorious sncl'ifice of the Son of Gotl, lHl is con· 
dernnt.:tl, but. through faith in Christ, he is enablctl to pass fl'om con· 

dcmnnlion into a stale of justification. l~'aith is the principle upon 
which this sRivation is founded, and justification is the general result.. 

'l'his view of the subject at once dues away with all that coufi.tsion 
of terms conseqnent ntwn making worus mcau nny thing, and as many 
thi11~ as allY theorizer may think proper lQr the supy,ort of :m.v fav-orite 
l1ypothcsi;;. What wonJer is it that religionists do not u1ilte their 
eftbrts iu lmildiug the Spiritual 'l'emple of our Goo, when theil· lan­
guage, lilw that of the builders of the 'l'ower of Bu.bd, is in such con­
fusion? 

We conclude upon t.his point by observing that the author derives 

the ;vord t.o justify fi·om the wrong verb in the original. 'l'hc Greek is 
dil~aioo instead ot tiikaw, as lae ha.s it., (see }Jagc 290.) He is simply 
mistaken, therefore, when he states that "to .fustify, io the nible accep· 
tation, is to ncquit by jttdi"cictl sentence rtr decisio11." However, it is pre­
sumable that he will find lmt liWe difficulLy iu makiug tl1o two worcla 
S1j11011Y11!S I 

We will hrieiJy e.nmiue one more argument, which is the fourth and 
last. We tpwte it entire: 

1
' Our fomth argun1ent is hased upou such rassages as show that 

justifiGaLim1 is by gr:J.Ce, and not by works. 
11 In the xi. 6, of Romans we have these '1\'0rds: 'And if by yrac~ 

tl1cn it is no more of worl~; ofherwisc gmce is no 11wre grace. But if 
it be of works then it is no more grace, otl.erwise wo1·k i:s no more work.' 
From this Scripture iL is evident thnt gs·ace nud works :.rc opposed to 
each other. \\"·hatcver is of grace cannot be of works, nud whatever 
is of works canuot be of grace. In Hom. iv. 1 G, we read: 1'l'hcrefore 
it is cf fait!~ that it might be by gmcc.' From tl1is text it is <wi<lent 
tl1o.t fitit.l1 aud gmce arc so coimcctetl that j.1stification o.annot be by 
grace unlcsl! it i;; of fuith. Hence, if we can pronJ that justilicalion is 
of grace nmlnot of wades, it willfi,!low that it must be hy faith'' (only?) 

The autl10r tl.tcn procccu.;; to quote Hom. iii. 20, 27, 28; iv. ,!, 5 i iii. 24; 



Copyright TLC

12 Tillll GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Gal. iii. 2, 11, 16; v. 4; in support of his proposilion. The fallacy iu 
this argument consists in a. mi:;apprehcnsion of tho meaning an<l office 
of faith-in c],~grading it from ils trnc position, ns a c:wlinal principle 
of the Christian Religion, by making it the mere condition of pardon. 
When the Apostle says: "Therefore it (justification) is by fi1i1h that it 
might he by grace," we infer that all the blessings connec'tcd with the 
New Covenant, all of which of course are enjoyed by Lhe grace of 
God, must be by faith. This gh·cs n~ith its true meaning. It is the 
great lirst con<1ition of the enjoyment of the blessing offered to the 

world, in the plan of humau ndemplion. 
The gift of l1is Son to redeem the world, on the paJt of God, our 

Father, was an act of pure benevolence; and in order tbat our salvation 
may he by the grace or favor of God, it is necessary that it be prcu­
icatcu not npon meritorious acts of out own, but npon t.he merits of 
Chris!;. He is the embodiment aml presentation to tbc world of the 
grace of God. But onr salvation cannot be predicated upon the merits 
of Christ, except by faith, for without f.'l.ith we .can oMain no interest 
in l1is death. "Therefore it is of faith that it might be by grace." 

Now the unbelieving Jell'S claimed l'cmission of sins and its conso· 
quent Llessings, through the acts of obedience enjoined by thc:it· law, 
regarding those nets as suffi.ciently u1eritorions in themselves to secure 
the bles:;ings connected with them. Conseqnently they bolicn~a these 

blessings bcJongNl only to themselves. Paul, therefore, taught that 
justification ami salvn.tion, under the new reign, was not l)ased upon 
obedience to the Jewish la\1·, buL that it wns founded upon God's 
mercy, through ftith in Christ; to the end that the pamise 1111'ght be se­
oMre to all tlu; seed, thnt is, the wl,ole wol'lcl. 

BuL now tha question arises, is tliC doctrine of salvation hy grace 
througl1 f:.ith, :Js set forth by the Apostle, iuconsistcnt with the idea of 
remission of sins lJeing connectc(l with <tcts of obedience, on the part 
of man ns conditions? Dr. R(1lston nnd his brethren mainlaiu that iti;~. 
They maintain lhat acts of obedicr.c<.>, as condition~, would detract from 
the merits of Christ, and therefore they construe the language of the 
Scriptures so as to mnko it exclude all works. l3ut if all work:; or acts 
of olJetlience arc ex.cludcd, just because they n.re such, why not exclude 
fitith n.lso? Is not the act of believing man's net, and an act of ol)edi· 
cuce lo a command? Why not conclude at once that God willun· 
conditionally ~>aYn tl1e whole mce of mnn? Again, I wonld asl,, upon 
what grounu is etcrna1 salvation to lie ~uaincd? rs it by the grace of 
God, o1· aro we to merit i~ by our own act.s? Dr. Halston nntl his 
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cl~m·ch, I know, will admit tlu~t the_. praise of our d~~~nce mus~ be ne-/!/ 

1 

cnbed to God and the Lamb. We can do nothm~_mor~ to des~ .. 
lieaveu, than we can to deserve remission of sius; f~.:.aJl (q~(A 

~ 

at best, arc feeble, and when we have <lone nll we cau~ are but 
unprofitable servants.'' Now adopting tho special pleading of the above 
argument, we necessarily arrive nt the conclusion 1hat man cannot at· 
taiu to eternal life by the gt·acc of Gou, excP.pt it be by fa..-th 011ly I 
We must therefom fold our arms and do nothing, lest, perchance, we 
sl10uld detract something from t.lte merits of Christ in our salvation, by 
our own works I ! 

B11t we find that our eternal snlvation, altl10ugl1 }ltci!icated upon the 
grace of God through fi~ith ill Christ, is still conditional, depending 
upon our obedience to certain requirements. Why then mny not our 
present salvation, whicll rcsls upon precisely the same basis, be made 
dependent upon onr obecliellCc to some appointment of Hen vctl? ')'he 

system of interpretation which excludes all works in lhe latter cas('1 

must, to be consistent with ilself, exclude them in the former. 
Admittiug therefore, t1J::;t wLate,~er is of the grace of Gocl is by 

faith only, no better argument conld be desired to establish the doc­
trine of a Wliversal salvation of the human race. 

F. :at C. 

TI:IE remarks below, on 11 AfHi<>tion," were written by one who has 
spent several years in a clungeon, and whose trial is ye~ in llie future. 
No man is more respectably connected, am1 no one could Jnwe been 
brought up more tenderly, or was mo1·e care1css of spiritual restraints. 
Since his iuca.rceration1 he 1Hts yielded to nn unpopular cause, and wo 
trust he is sincere before Heaven. 

"AF.FLIO'l'ION. 
'"When He bath h·ied me, I elu11l coow forth o.s gold.' Jon niij, 10. 

In all our sufferings we should never lose sight of the hand of God. 
All afflictions are from the Lord, and are intendeu for our good and re· 
formation. 'BeholJ, happy is the man whom God correcteth: there· 
fore despise not thou the cbasLeniug of the Dorcl.' 'l'he Ohaldeans, the 
Saheans, and the elements spoiled Job, but says he, ·Tlle Loi"d hath 
taken away.' And \Yhen he lH1d losl his cllildren, friemls1 nncl l1ealth, 
and il1 respect to the world was \vithout comfort, even the wife of his 
bosom forsook him, and told him to curse God and die, he tm'ns to God 
and says: ''l'hou, Lord, hast taken mo by the neck and sh:J.l<eu me to 
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11ieces.' 'Sba.U there be evil in the city n.ud the J.Jord l1a,tu not dono 
it.' 1 I, t.he Lord, make peace and create evil.' 'Evil came dow'll from 
the Lord unlo the gate of Jerusalem.' God is not the author of the 
evil of sinning. llut He is the author of the evil of sulfel'ing. And 
what calamity is there that Lhe Scripture lms not ascribed to God. Is 
it a storm at sea I 'He brcttketh the ships of Tarshish with an east 
wind.' Is it barrenne~s of soil! 'He tl.uneth a fruitful land into bar­
renness for the wickedness of lhem that dwell therein.' Is it the loss 
of connections I ' Lover and f1·ieml hast thou put far from me.' Let 
os uevet· view our suffering'\ pul>lic, private, personal, or relative, with· 
out reference toG od. llow· iguorant is that man who doeR not connect; 
with all the cn:nls of life the proviclence of that GoJ, without wbotn 
a sparrow faltct;h not to Lhe gwund, anJ by whom the very hairs of 
Olll' heaJ arc all umnhered! How <.:onsolatory the blessed truth, that I 
am nol. in a fa.thcrless worl<l; I am not a child of neglect; I am not 

the sport of chance; I am not at the mercy of my foes, who hate me 
with a cruel hatred. 1 \-Vho wouh1s,vaUow rue up.' They arc chained 
and God l1oltls the chain. The wrath of man shall praise him, ::mel tho 
remaim11!r of wrath shall he restrain. ''Whcnhe l1ath tricclllle, I sh:~.ll 

cou1c forth.' 'l'hough I am in Lrouhle I :>ludl be lleli\·ered. God will 
have compassion. Though He cause grief, He docs not willingly af. 
flict, nor grieve the children of men. He will not be always wroth. 
He hath appointed the hotu· of deliverance, and his time is best. ITo 
is a God of kno\\'lctlge, aml it is good tlu\t a man slJo•Jld both l1ope 
and qniet.ly wait for the salvatlon of God. 'l'hou, 0 God, h11st d1astened 
ns sorely, with t.hc race of men hast tlv::m affiicted us, host thou not 
tried and proved us; lun·e ·we not bnrn.l in the hot fnrnace of atlliction I 
Who hath sorrow like our sorrow I Iro\Y long, 0 f.Jord, shall it be to 

the end! How long shall I Lake counsel in my soul, having sorrow in 
my hca,rt dctily I Consider and hear me, 0 Lord my God, lighten 

mine eyes lest I sleep theslc~J of death. It is good for me that I have 
been afllicted. Our aflliction is but for a. monlt!llt1 and workcth for ns 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. For a season we 
are in heaviness. Our hearts ate f.'l.stened to the world wilh strong and 
various ties, aud every struggling trouble cuts n si-ring and nrgell ns up­
ward to I he skies. All the ways of God nrc mercy and truth, and his 

judgments are righteous. 'An<l we know all things 1\0l'k together for 
good to them who love God.'" ' R. S. 

"BLOODY and deceitful men live not ouL balf their days." 
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CHIHSTIAN CO·OPERA.'J1ION IN I·WTHERFORD COUNTY, 
'l'El'{Nli;SSEE, Ji'Oll 'rFIEJ YKt\R 1856 .. 

By agreement, messengers from several of ihe churches in RuLher. 
ford Count.y, Tennessee, met in Murfreesboro' on Saturday, December 
7, 1855, for the purpose of taking counsel together in regard to tho 
labor for illC year 1856. 

Brother Dr. John W. Richardson was requested to preside in the 
uelihemtion~, and Brother Craig, of Murfreesboro', was called to act a.a 
Scribe in the meeting. 

Brot.her Richardson, in very few words, explained the objects of tho 
meeting, and upon inquiry the following brethren reported themselves 

as rne~sengeri!, viz: 
Bros. Dr. Jolm Vt. RiclJardson, and Jollil Hill, fi·om Rock S1lring 

congregation. 
Bros. Stokely White, and P. R. Runnels, :Millersburg congregation. 
Bro. Binglmm, Crossroads congregation (in Bedford County.) 
Bros. N. S. Hal~ S. 0. j\fosely, Ross, and Craig, of the .Murfccsboro' 

congregation were present in co-operation. 
Dro. E. R. Osborne, who resides n!lar Murfreesboro', bnt wl10se 

membcr$hip is in Giles County, was invited to aid in the delLbcmtioos. 
Brother T. Fallning, from the church at Franklin College in David­

P.on County, was requested to take such part as he might sec proper in 
the business. 

The subject of co-operation wns examined with some degree of care, 
lJy Brethren Rmmels, Osborne, Hill, Fanning, and others, nuJ pnrticu­
larly ·wilh rof~reuce to any lJocly of men, called a. co-operation, confer· 
ence, association, or presbytery, selcct·ing, choosing,, orda·im:ng, or in any 
way autlum'zing preachers to act independently of tho churches, auJ 
also with regard to such bodias o.llcring s<tlan'es, aml acLually hiring 
whom they might seo }Jroper to take charge of the churches, and pcr­
foml their service. After consiJcraltle examination, all the b1·cthren 
se<:>med to a<lmit) that the respective clmrchea were the only bodies au· 
thorizecl in tho N cw Testament to educate, consecrate, and send forth 
into tl1e field ov::mgelists; and t.hat such self-constituted preachers as 
are straggling through tlal country, without the least authority from 
an:- chm·ch, and for the purpose, as is apparent in many instances, of 
getting a li\"ing from the brethren, should uot be countcnnuccd as min· 
islers of God. · 

On the subject of eo·operatiou the examinnlion of the Scriptures led 
the hl'ethrcn to the following conclusiona1 -viz: 
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.., " '""'~"" 
1st Co·operntion £rst, consists itt the m11tua.l labor of t.he memhcu 

in the individual congregations for the promotion of tllC cause of right· 
eonsness. All a.re to 'vork together in one mind. 

2ll. :Kxamples a.re found in the :New Testaml'nt of congregations co• 
opetnling together for the purpose of sending special messengers. de· 
nomina.tecl, "the messengers of the chur<;hes ;" and also of churches 
nniting in the accomplishment of any work not in the powel' of oue. 

Wherenpon, the brethren in co-operation all agreed that there were 
at least two kinds of labor ir1 whic.h they migl1t co-operate in t.he coun· 
ty of Rutherforu, and embrncing the congregation at Crossroads, viz: 

First. There are things wanting iu some, if not all the churches, 
whi.l1h it is p1·esumed ma.y be set in order by mutually as:;i,;tiug each 
other. 

Secondly. The condition of the respective c1mrchcs &eetns tn suggest 
the propriety of 1.miting what l!lcans they can appropriate for lhnl pur· 
pose, to supply the wants of such as labor in word autl teaching, and 
p~rticularly to enable them to preach the tmth to the world. 

By inquiring, t]:e messengers reported the amounts the reapcdivo 
congregations agreed to approp1·iate for the support of men wlw migl1t 
give themselves to the work of evangelizing, especially to setting in 
order the t.llings wanting in lhe churches, and preaching the Gospel to 
those without, aud more, as the Lord might prospl:lr them, viz: 

The church at Rock Spring, $300 00 
},furfi·eeshorough, 200 00 
:Millersburg, 200 00 
Crossroads, 125 00 
No report from the church at Cripple Creek, or at Bradly's Creek. 
'l'he next point was to ascertaio if uuy church had a. member who 

had proved himself competent for the work of a.u evangelist~ -when the 
n1esscngcrs of the congregation at Rock Spring churcl1 reporl ed that 
Brother Joshua K. Speer had proved himself entirely worthy by his 
labors during the yc~r 1855, and that the church had set him apart to 
the work, ancl recommended him to the churches in the co·opern.tion. 
rl'he coromenu;1tion not only pleased n.ll the brethren prese11t., but each 

cougregatio11, by her messtmger, ngn:ed to encourage Brother Speer so 
far as his labors might prove useful, and promised most cllCerfully to 
bestow of theirweaHh to his support itt proportion to their ability, the 
labor performed, and his wants, of which the congregations were to 
judge, as time aml circumstances n1ight suggt>st. 

It was also stated by the members of the congregation at )·rillers-
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burg, t1tat possibly Brother G. W. Cone, o. member with them, intende'l 
to labor in some department of the Lord's vineyard, but they could 
not state positively wllether Brother Cone would labor as the servant 
of tho congregation at Millersburg or make his own arrangernen~s as tC) 
his plans of operation. Whereupon the messengerg of the congrega­
tions })referred taking no action on tlw subject, at least till the church of 
:Millersburg should give information in rega.rd to the direction of Bro. 
Cone's labors. 

Next the brethren spoke very plainly in reference to the character of 
evangelists, such as the churches would be justified in austaiuil1g. At 
reporter, we give a few conclusions at which all seemed to arrive. 

1st. That no tuan could be encouraged, according to the Scriptur~ 
who was not a minister of some congregation, sent by it, and responsi: 
'ble to it in particular, and to ali others in general in which he migltt 

labor. 
2d. Whilst all most heartily disapproved of a compromising an<l 

negative class of preachers, they manifested equal aversion to a class of 
badly trmpcrred aud t11sttlt£ng preachers who have traveled much in Mid· 
dle 'l'ennessee. 

In all the deliberations the best of feelings prevailed, and the breth­
ren manifested an ardent desire that the Scriptures should constitute thB 
sole religious authority jn aU the churches of the saints. 

Brother Craig was directed to preserve the records in the Murfrees· 

borough congregation, and furnish n. copy for publication in 11 The Gos· 
pel Advoca.tc." • 

JOHN. W. RICHARDSON, Ch'n. 
- CRAIG, Secretary. 

RBMAnKs EDITORIAt..-The report of the proceedings of the co-ope· 
rat.ion movements in Rutherford seeu~s to us wholly unlike any thing 
that has been published., and we, therefore, ca.ll especial attention to it. 
The system offered presumes so much upon the intelligence of tho con· 
gregations, and goodness of the preachers and people, that we appre­
bend some difficulty in carr:ying out the measures; but we will wait 
pn.tiently to witne,gg the results. Should this prove to be the Scriptural 
plan, much of our learned labor will be dispensed with in our f~tnre 
deliberations. Possibly we may learn that there is something in the 
Bible upou the subject of co-operation. From the mauy constitutions, 
articles, amendments, resolves, aud magnificent plans that have been 
published by the brethren-to say .uothiug of the more speculative par~y 
bodies-one not acqua;intcd with history, might conclude that the 

2 
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lle:tvenly F:ttbcr had either left the world in extreme darl."lless, or that. 
if he had given instructions for the govemrnent of l1ie people1 they 
were not believed. T. F. 

MEETING AT ALICXANDRIA. 
ALEXA:SDnrA, Tenn., December 4th, 1855. 

BRETH. Funmm AND Ln•scC>:Mn:-'\Ve have good news to com· 
municate t;Lrough your periodical to the l)rethrcn. 1V c have had a 
most intere!ltiag meeting in the Christian Chut·ch, in this village. It 
comu1enced on the 23d ult., and closed this day. The rreachers were 
the two brolhers, J. L. and C. W. SewelL Tl1ey presented tl1e truLh 
in a clear, fo.rcible and uueornpromising manner. 1V'hilst they were 
free from ilissimula.tion or sycophancy, they were courteous a.nd collcil· 
iatory toward all others. Afier the close of t11e meeti.ng, Bro. C. ·w. 
Sewell left f.lr Bethany Co1Iege. 

The result of our meetiug is 19 additions to the cause of Primitive 
Christianity, 4 of whom were from the Bapi.ists, and 15 were immersecl, 
during the meeting. Besides the above, wo had Qne to unite with us 
by letter, and one vnliant young lady to come forward, whose father 
pertinaciously refused to let her be immersed. 

Tho result of our meeting is highly encouraging, when all of the 

3 ntecedent circumsta.nccs are taken into consideration. It is known to 
every cme conversant with the ecclesiastical all'airs of this village, that 
the Christian Church here ·was rent asunder by i.nternol feuds1 several 
yen.rs ago, which colllpletcly neutralized all the efforts of the preaching 
brethren, in our bchnl~ and left t.he brethren of the church in a disor· 
ganizcd and desponding condition. 

The late meeting, however, has preduced a, very different sta.te of a.f· 
lairs amongst tts. The effects of old difficulties, I thiuk, arc almost, if 
not entirely obliterated. 'l'he brethren seem renovateJ, full of z.cal, 
aud buoyant of hope fot' th.e future. And as ou earnest of their inten· 
tious, lhey have made arrangements with Bro. J. L. Sewell, for a por· 
tiorl of his labors next yc~Lr, in order that they ma.y be eii.Ilbled again, 
to h~ve regular preaching in this section of countr-y.• 

-*!£the time the Evangelists gin!s to the church in .A.lexalldtia should hnve the 
o.ffcct to 11revent the disciples ttoln attending their regular mcetiDf,'1l, 1\Ud kcepin&' 
~ile ordinancCB of God, the results will be WI fatal to piety as the former internal 
feuds. We need maormore preachers, but the cln:ss should be somewhat impro,•cd. 
The greAt work for. Evangelists· now,i,s to set in order things lacking in the c"buTcbea. 

We rejoice much with the brethren at .A.le.~o.ndrin, and a)lould we be spared to 
visit them, we bopc to find them living in the libert-y of the Gospel. We 1u·c afraid 
of Juo~:~thly sermons, but we have lll,Llch conlideuco in the wisdom and goodnese of 
the brethren Sewell. T. F. 
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By the way, an invitation is her.elly givl'u to all our Evangelists to 
give us a call whenever any of tbem ma.y cllauce to pass this way­
they can now labor with a hope that it may be }ltoductive of some 
good. Our meeting is but<\n additional illustration of the advantages 
of efficient E va.n;;clists to the churches; therefore ns many of them a.s 
can be pecuniarily sustained should be kept constantly in the field. But 

few, if any of the churches can do at all, without their (at least) occa­
eiono.l visits-those vi~its should be more regular and often than they 
are--monthly, if Jlracticable. 

Evangelists are essential for both the numerical stre.ngth and spiritual 
. growth c.f churches. This relormation will never fully or permanently 

triumph, until the congregations ge11erally, are better organized
7 

and 
we have a general co·operation, sending out a sufficient number of 
Evangelists, properly invested, to preach to all the churches, and to 
the world. Yours fraternally, 

0. D. 'WILLIAMS. 

JOHN iii. 8. 

BROTHER M.1 of West Tennessee, calls our attention in a very special 
manner to his views on John iii. 81 o.s expressed in the Christian Age, 
of November 8, 1855. We ha.ve carefully read the article of Broth· 
er M., and if we understand I1im, he wishes us to give pa.riicu}ar atten· 
tion to the clause, " Oannot tell whenc.'l the Spirit comes and whither -.'t 
goe-9." Brother M. favors the present translation. We state nnquali· 
fie<lly, that the 11assage does not intimate that men know not whence 
the Spirit comes and whither it goes; for all believe it comes from the 
Father, and 11 falls upon" and enters the hearts of such as may be se­
lected for the purpose. But we tl1ink there can be no doubt the trans· 
lation should give the idea, that we 11 cannot SEE, or TELl. BY SElmw, 

whence the Spirit comes and whither it goes." But we know, accord· 
ing to tl1e Scriptures, the Spirit comes from God, and we also know we 
are made new in heart ami life by the Spirit. These a.re not questions 
of doubtful import; and if there is any mystery still hanging over the 
sul~ect1 it must be in regard to tl1e modu.~ operandi of the Spirit in t<l· 

llewing man. We take the ground, without the least J1esitation1 t1ta~ 

the Spirit acts alone tl1rough the appointments of' the !~~ather, the Word 
and the Chnrcb. Bad spirits may operate otherwise, but the good 
Spirit is enjoyed alone through t11e thjDgs revealed in the New Testa· 
ment. T. F. 
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DISCERNING THE LOUD'S BODY. 

TBION FACTORY, Georgia. 
Bno. LIPSCOMB :-I want you to give as clear view as you can of 

tl1e 29th verse of the 11th chapter of 1. Cor., especially in regard to 

discerning the Lord's body. 
Yours iu Hope, 

JAMES HALL. 

The Lord's Supper, oE which the Apostle was speaking, was intended 
to commemorate to all ages, aud among all Christians, the death of 

the Savior. Our blessed Savior just before his betrayal, when instita· 
ting this most solemn and beautiful ordinance, says to his clisciples : 
'' This do in remembrance of me." This bread, says l1e, is "my body." 
Of the cup he says, "this ia my blood of the New Testament which is 
shed for many." 'J'he simplicity of this appointment the Corinthians 
had changed, and instead of attending to it as a simple commemora• 
tive rite, they had nmde a great feast, like to the Bacchanalian feasts of 
r evelry and drunkenness, entirely losing sight of the purpose for which 
our Savior had appointed. The Apostle there reprimands them se­
verely, and shows them that their service was an abomination and 
disgrace to their profession. 

\Ve may, however, even without making a fe'lst, fail to discern the 

Lord's bouy. When we through carelessness permit this liviug ordi· 
nance to become a lifeless ceremony-a mere matter of form with us, 
without any thought of the momentous and aolemn event which it lays 
before our lllinus, we are far from discerning the Lord's body, and eat 
and drink damnfl.tion to ourselves. But when upon every return of 

the blessed opportuuity to show the Lord's death, our hearts are alive 
with gratitude and love, and we feel the impress of the solemnity which 
<lUt actions record, truly do we discern the Lord's body. No christian 
'mcler the influence of the true spirit of the Gospel, cau attend to insti· 
tntions ·of so great moment with any other feeling than that of the 
deepest devotion, and the sincerest desire to be improved and elevated 
by such communion with the body an<J blood of our Savior, which are 
so fitly brought bef-ore our minds by the simple emblems appointed by 
our blessed LorJ. W-ith most fervent and thnnkfctl hearts should it be 
our delight to fix our tho\tghts upon the great event which has redeem· 
ed tl!? from the powe1·s of sin and death, and meditate upon the wonder:J 
of that boundless love manifested for the salvation of man. 

W.L. 
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EDUCATION.-NO. 1. 

W c are persuaded that a. few essays upon the subject of Education, 
will be in keeping with the objects of the Gospel Advocate. Out pur­
pose is to employ whatever ability we may possess, in the improve­
ment--physical, intellectual, and spiritual-of our frail kindred of 
earth; and whilst we may fhil in the l1ighest achievements, should 
we, in declining years, be enabled to point to a. few profited by our 
labor, we shall be more than happy. vVe are aware that there aro 
difficulties of a most serious character, attending the subject of training 
both young and old. Like other professions, education is a subject of 
speculation in more senses than one. In tho first place, many write 
eloquently and speak with much power in regard to education, who 
are really uneducated, have had no expGriencc in directing others, aud 
nltl1ongh public opinion is frequently manuf.'l.ctured by such, the com· 
munity is injut·ed by their opinions. Secondly, too many write and 
speak in reference to schools, as well as teach, merely with the object 
of getting money. Such will not likely cultivate a. broad and deep phi­
lantllropy, or exert a permanently good influence. 

Tint there is no subject, which is not more or loss attended with 
crrol'il, and alniost insurmountable clifficulties. Perhaps there is no one 

beset with so many false theories, wicked practices, and evil spirits as 
the Christian institution. Yet it lives in spite of error, sin and satan, 
and it will live on till its triumpl1s sl1all be felt and acknowledged. So 

with education, though much abused, it is, of all other subjects, of the 
greatest moment to the youth of the land, a.nd regarded in a moral 
point of view, it should engross all the energies of n1anhood and decli­
ning age. LifE-', indeecl, is a school, into which we enter at birth, and 
leave, either with honor or disgrace, ttt deatb. Thus regarded, educa­
tion comprehends all improvement, physical, intellectual and spiritual. 
There are many forms in which the subject may be profitably examined. 
The first point is to ascertain what hwman#y is, and in illustration of 
the subject, we beg leave to quote from a lllodern l!"rench author of no 

mean ability. He treats man as a. trinity of priuciples : 

lst. 11 The motive power," embracing what are termed by metavhy· 
sici:ms, the insti·ncts, or passions, ·buL which are better na.mcd the jleslb, 
or animal powers. 

2d. "The executive powers, orfaculties" of the miad, by which, we 
are to understand, our thinking powers. 
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:Jd. "The governing power, or the "'·ill~" that is to say, tho power of 
directing the faculties. 

The aut.l10r also speal-s of a crowni11g principle nndcr the name of 
reason, which he defines as the po\ver of comprcl1cnsion. vV e doubt 
the propriety of defining rea~qon as comprehension, for strictly spe;Lking, 
tl1e mind comprehends litLlo or nothing, in this vast universe of the 
Almighty. 

Dut if there is any plausible ground for J oulfroy's division of prin· 
ciples, we should first of a11, contemphtte mankind, witl1 reference to 
1notive power, tl1e passiom., feelings, instilJCts or animal nature. This 
iinbject might be profitably treated uncler tho hca<l of ]Jl<ysical ed11cati.on. 
On tl1is subject., we have listened to m:my learned lectures, and read 
not a few essays; and most of tlH!m embrace not the whole subject, in 
all its length, ch•pth, breadth ancl fulness. Most generally, the health 
ani! physical ilcvclopment are alone regarded, when tho animal passions 
are sadly neglected. The infant first cxhihits animal wants, or passions, 
:mil if they are 11ot djsoiplined aml brought under control at nn early 
age, there is but little hope of ever directing them wisely. Indeed, 

the gl'cat pnrposc of education aml religion, is to enable ns to govern 
ourseh•es. .Moilern spiritualism, under the respect:~.hle trrms of rea..<Jon, 
philosophy and feeling, says substantially, give a loose Nin to passion, 
to animal powers,-"he trtte to naturo," and of course disregard all re· 
straints. \Ve apprehend that J!hilosophy is on the decline. On the 
famous temple of A}Jollo was written, "Know thyself," which has been 
1111derstood for thousaud3 of years to be au. admonition, to look within, 
:md ascertain whnt man is capable of achieving. But all modern sys­
tems say, "fear no~ but as ypur anin1al appetites direct, so act; for 
you hearken to tl1e voice of God, when you incline to the pnsaions." 
1V'e repeat, the whole object of the negative si~e of e.ducaLion and re­
ligion, aml we add, t.he eutire p1npose of li!c, is to restrain passion, 
feeling, impnlses1 and the fieshly desires. Hnppy are they who get the 
mastery o\·er then1sclves. The conquest is greater than that of storm­
ing a c;t.stle, or taking a city. 

If we are correct in onr reflect.iolls, education begins with the firs~ 
breath we draw, &.nd terminates alone with death. This subject., of all 
ot.hers, imposes the most irnport@.nt oblig<\Liotls, and promises the higL· 
est reward:>. May we examine it with candor. T. F. 

WE cannot l)e too cautious in our words. God 11.lways l1ca.rs,n.nd 
he looks not upon sin with tl1c least allO\\·ance. 
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F'RA.NKLIN COLLEGE. 

"\Ve ha.ve published si~ numbers of our paper withont the slightest 
reference to the institution which ht.~s engrossed our almost undivilled 
attention for twelve years, in the very prime of our life, and yet; we 
call attention to it with consiclerablo diffidence, if not reluctance. So 
much has been. written and said of the mere "whisky shops," of the 
country, under the ua.me of colleges, and such unscntpulous means 
have been adopted to get patronage, and perpebm.tc a miserable e.xist­
.ence, that for se•·eral years, we ha.ve not felt inclined to ment.ion the 
name of Franklin College. We can name schools, wl1icb have boasted. 
of haviug had no case of tliscipliue for years, as evidence of high merit_ 
·divers students of which have been k•1own to spend months in the 
foulest uebauchery., without the least notice of the ]'acuity, and yet by 
high souod.ing words of self-gratulation, could gain patronage. Such 
things have had the effect to almost close our lips, on the subject of 
schools. But possilJly, we are too radical, and if our rcaclers will Lear 
with us, we will state a few plain facts :md truths regarding Franklin 
College, which ma.y perchance, be of value to some of the ambiliollil 
.and wo1'thy yot\ths of our fair land. 

Fl'anklin College was chattered by the f..~egislatnre of Tennessee in. 
184-4, and in UH5 it went in.to operation with a full Facnlty, aud has 
maintaiued her position to the preaent, without traveling or visiting 

agents, endowment, or auy but int~rual influence. Neither the breth· 
rcn or friends luwe beeu annoyed iu regard to money to erect buildings. 
pay teachora, buy apparatu;:, 1>ooks or land~ and yet few institutions 
of the West b:'n'e been able to exhibit a larger list of students, or grad­
uate more promising classes. '\V e are also happy to :know that most of 
the young men educated. with 11;;, p1·omise much usefulness in the conn· 

try. Our number has vnried from 80 to HO st1ulcnts, ttnd our matric· 
\!lations l21we been about 100, ancl if left to our choice with our presen' 
means of a.ccommodation, we would prefer this numLtlr. 

Regarding the course of instruction, welmow of none more> thorough, 
ns proof of which, our finished juniora have not failed in taking tho 
seniors place in schools which they h~ve attended. No student thinks 
of passing a month, week or day, without the attention of the Faculty, 
and we sincerely rejoice to know that our students n.re not given to 
dissipation. We promptly dismiss all those we cannot oontro~ ana by 
this course, we have little or no trouble in the manageu· .ent of tha in· 
.sLitution. The students daily read and study the Scriptures with t4~ 
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Facuhy, and tl1e system works admirably. No course of instruction 
in our judgment, is com1>arable to it. 

These things we have said in jllstice to ourselves, om students, our 
•l•unni, aml tbe friends of the College. ·w c wish all schools well, and 
if our honsLing is vain, we claim the indnlgence of onr readers, for we 
write to grnlify uo good or bad feeling of our heart, but for tbc sole 

,purpol!e of speaking the trntb, in the love of it. We may say more. 
1'. F. 

PREACHING. 
b the good providence of God, it has pleased Him to erup1oy men 

to preach the word, but "·hy, we ask, are tl1e perishing of earth, who 
hear scrwontt, eloquent and learned, every week, so slow to believe tho 
word of life? Is the fault in the message sent) or is iL in t110se wl10 
·profcs.; to believe and teach the Divine Otacles? Chtistians are direct· 
ed to show themselves ligltts in darlmes.-,, and the Yery salt of the earth. 
We a~k, if il is not possible for us who profess to teach olh~rs, to per· 
fonn our work in so slight, irreverent, anu nnsaLisfnctory a manner, 
as to offend tl1c good taste of society, and prorlucc deep prejudico 
against the word preached, the churcl1, and all that is dear on earth? 

W c are candid in the impression, that there are at least two kinds of 
preaching whicl1 never fail to do harm. In the first place, many in· 
dtilge in so bitter a spirit against all who differ from tl10m, that Lheir 
atreugth is never put forth bnt in the language and spirit of hntretJ. 
'l'hey fail not to disgus~ and if tl1c churclles refuse to silence such men, 
the cause must contjuue to sutl'er. 

Secondly, all efforts at fine sermons are vain, deceitful, and perni· 
c:ious; but such efforts nrc pleasing to the flesh, and worldly men wiil 
freely pay their money for tlwm. There ia a stro11g disposition with 
persons of unrestrained habits and douhtfnl morals to Clatter tl1emselvca 
into opinions favornulc to the worst of conduct. Indeed, the flesh al· 
ways seeks flattery, and if men wl10 follow their ilnpulses cau h:we ser­
mons which are capable of reconciling them to their own ways1 ~hey 

will he quite content. 
But there is a: style of preaching which ne'Vcr Jhils to fiml its way tD 

t1Je heart. It COJlsists in speaking the ''truth in the love of it." In tho 
days of the apostles Chrisb\·as tho theme of every dia>course; l1enco 
one no less than Paul could exclaim, "But God forbid that I should 
&lory save in the eros~ of our Lord J1:1sus Christ, by whom the world 
js crucified unto me ani! I mrto the world.'' Man must he addressC!d i» 
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t.he awful words of responsibility to benefit him; and whoever preaches 

with0ut. God, l1eaYcn, death, and eternity in view, will likely lull to 
aleep, lJttt cau have no permanently good elfcct. Beloved brethren, 
who preach the word to a sinful am1}lCrishing race, are we in eameat? 
Are we, in our discourses, directing our weapons against sin, and ita 

ilircful consequences? Arc we appeaHng directly to men on the llorJers 
of an etemal world, with all the love and affectionate warnings in the 
word of God? May we, Father in heaven, stuuy to "show ourselves 
&pprovcd unto God, workmen that need not be ashamed." 

T. F. 

PROGRESS OF REVISION. 

IT a[cm]s 11a much satisfaction to report favorably in regnrcl to the 
rcvi:oion of the Holy Scriptures. In the United States the work is 
{>Tagre:sl'ling exclusively through the lauors of the American Bihle 
Union, and auxiliary societies; and we rejoice to learn that the subject 
of rev isin,~ Ring J n.mes' version is likely tO' interest tl1e British Parlin­
meut.. A .. liberal member of t.ha.t body has given notice of a motion 
for a committee to inquire into the expediency of a revision by au· 
thorit.y. 

As our reailers, douutless, arc more concerned in rela.tion to tl1o 
[llosp•:ct of seeing a revised version of the Bible in this cmmtry, we 
submit. a synopsis of t11e Treasurer's B.eport, and a. few items setting 
forth the nmount of labor performed. 

The amouut collected from October 1, 1854, to October I, 1855, 
with fiv0 thousand one hundred a11d fifty-nine dollars and tbir~y-nine 
cents in the treasury, was fifty thousand nine hundred and seventy­
eight dollar:,~ and three cents. The amount ex:pended was forty-five 
l.bousa11u six hundred and seventy-four doll~rs and thirty·cents; aud 
the balance on hand for the. year ending September 301 18551 is four 
t.!loUJ!a.nLl nine hunurcd and three dollars seventy-three cents. 

'l'hc last six books of the New Testament have been published, also 
lhe Gospel of John, the Epistle to lhe Ephesians, part of the Gospel 
of Matt.hew1 tl1e Acts of tl1e Apostles is in progress of l!tereotyping, 
tl1e Dol•k of JolJ is perhaps ont l>y tl1is t.ime, and, indeed, the whole 
Bil;!e is under revision, ond the world may prepare to examine the re-
aults very soon. T. 11,. 

Go1> guarus aud protects his saints, and it is good to trust him for hilS 

merciea. 
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIS'l' IN NASHVILLE. 
Our personal friends in this vicinity, are fully aware that it is with 

extreme reluctance we advert at any time to the sa<l misfm·tun~s which 

have hef<1llen the Church in Nashville. Every reference to lhe "ps.s· 
tor" wl10 has caused all our troubles, as we stated in a former nnmher, 
is adroiUy construed into perBecution cc for righteousness sake." But 
duty to God, to tlte ctmse of trutll, impels us to give at least a. brief 
notice of the present position of parties. 

From the many enquiries made on the subject., we feel jnstificrl, in 
the _first place, in. giving n. few statements in regard to the property at 
present occupied by those we regard as the anti-christian pn,rty. The 
house and lot cost some TlllUTY 'l'ltoDSAND DOLI.ARS, raised mainly by 
the hrel.ln·en and their immediate friends, in subscriptions to a. paper 
which clearly stated. that tl1c hnilding was for 11 The peopl<J knt.ill'n. in. 
Na.~hll?:Zle (l$ the dtsciples of a ltt·is~ or a llristian.~, and who TC!fatd ihe 
Saored lfcriplu1·cs as llw only rule of tlwir faitA anrl1;mcficc:." The 
land on which the lJouse was erected, was purchased in Lwo lots from 
two individuaL>. Mr. James vVoods, the owner of one of the lots, , 
made 11 deed to the Elders in conformity to the original contract. A 
balance of some $3,500 was due to the-owner of the other lot~ who, as 
it was avowed, wished to secure himsel~ sued out a. writ of cjcetmen~ 
after the honse was eom[)leted, and M there was no defence o[C:lred, the 
Judge had no alternative but to order the Sheriff to re-invest the lorrner 
o.wner by gi viug him the key. The impression was still on mauy a christian 
mintl thnt.the deecliYonld ho made in obedience to the original contract, up· 
on the paymenl ot' the amount <lue. A few weeks since Ute money was ten· 
dered by the brethren, and a deed was demanded; but it was rejected, 

and they were informc<l that the house was rented for the use of the 
new party, fur the yen.r 1856. 

To conclude 011 this point; one-half the gtotlnd, an.d of course, one· 
half tht\ house belong to the disciples of Ohrist in Nashville. an<l t"he 
other lia.lf is helu by an individual in Nashville, ·who has the use of 
$15,000, wo presume, for between three nnd four thousand dollars, 
wbich the brethren O"l'·e him, and he prefers letting the new party ha.ve 
the use of the whole properly. The only course is for I he brethren to 
fi}e a bill for the recovery of lheir ptollerty. We see notl1ing to pre· 
vent success. 

As to t.he strength of parties, we speak understandingly when we 

sbtte tha.e, very few Of the· olll nml reliab1e brethren a.t tbis time, en· 
tertn.in the least fellowship for the fa:ction claiming u the worltl" for the 
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church. We are lmppy also to give it as our sincere judgm~nt, tlu1t 
v~ry- few men of christian piety or moral insight in the community, 
now sympathise with the noted pastor in his irreligious speculations; 

stilll'f and his adherents luwe possession of tho houso, and tho right­
ful owners will be comp(llled to bear a. grievowJ wrong, in being de· 
prived of their rights, till the majesty of tho law shall restore to them 
~hat is really theirs. 

W c hope our brethren at a distance will still bear wit.h us. It is an 
easy matter to direct in reference to avoiding difiiculties, but w~1en in 
them, it is often exceedingly troublesome to recover from them. We 
bog our brethren to believe we understand ourselves, nnd we have ttn· 

derst.ood most thoroughly the c1i1Iiculties and their cause from the be· 
ginning, and we are satisfied that in the n1ain, the brethren here havo 
been prudent) and firm in the truth. '11

• F. 

TO THE P A'l'RONS OF THE GOSPliJL ADVOCATE. 
D~::AR BnRTIUtEN AND R~;SPI.:C'l'ED FRIENDS:-'Ve send tho first 

number of volume second to all the patrons of volume first, not that 
we feel that wo hold any wuler obligations to contimte their patronage, 
but solely for the purpose of gh·ing all who desire to subscribe for the 
second volume the O})portunity to do so. If the l)rethren should no~ 
regard Lhe work as nseful in the cause of trnth, and as altogether wor· 
thy of their confidence, they shonld not encourage it. Much evil has 
already been done by patronizing papers which have workecl "only 
evil, and that continually." As comluctol'S, we neither desire nor an· 

ticipate pecuniary gain; but it wo can serve our brethren, and espe· 
cinlly the cause we plead, by publishing a. Journal exclusively 

devoted to the religiou of the Bible, we shall rejoice. The seconcl 
nnml1er will be sent to none who do not inform us nf their wishes· 
Such as are not ahlo to pay the one dollar, slutll have the work wit~out 
charge i bnt others will be expected to remit at ou~ · · ' ~ 

1
",per. 

A convenient plan is, for each brother, sister, friend or enemy. who 
wauts to l:mbscrihe, to enclose o 1 • J otmater 
regist,er the lett.cr, anti all wiU be safe. Tell him there is "money u:£th£n," 
nnd h·e wiil do his duty. To the hte.thrcn who have beeu so active in 
their ::~gency, we ret;urn our christian admowledgments, and ask them 
to continue their labor of love. 'rhe work has so £1.r succeeded we pro· 
sume, quite as well as any paper ev-er published by the brethren, and 
we feel encouraged to believe the friends of the enterprise are deter­
mined to rua.ke it. a. useful a.uxiliar:v in the cause of trutll. Audress ei· 
ther or bolh editor~, at l!'rank1in College, 'l'enn. T. li'ANNTNG, 

W. LIPSCOMB. 
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TEACHEH'S ~flili•:TING. 

Many of onr most experienced ure.Llm!ll have 1·esponded to our sug· 
gestion in reference to a preachers, ministers, lcachcrs, elders and 
aged men's meeting, in terms as encouraging as coul<l he askeJ. Many 
say they will attE~nd, it matters not where or when it may be held. Bro. 
Joshua K. Speer suggests l·lle W(<dnesday Ll{fore the fourth Lord's day 
in February, as the time for the first meeting, and Bro. Dr. Richardson, 
of Rutherford, it1timntcs that N nslrville is the proper place for tho first 
meeting. W c most cordially :tgree wit.h our hretluen in regarcl to both 

time auJ place, and by ancl with the cons('nt of all with whom we have 
conversed, we a.ppoint the W eclne~>day hcfore the fomth Lord's day in 
Feh., 1856, at half past ten o'clock, A. M.1 as a suitable time, and 
Nashville as the plnce fur t.he first mer1ting. As to the house to be oa· 
cnpied and other matters, notict~ will he given in the l!~eh. No. ~.fin­

iBters, nnd bl"ethren of experience aucl wisuom, both old and you11g, 
are respectfully inviteu to meet in consultation. 

A REQUEST. 

'1'. FANNING, 
W. LII'SOOMB. 

W c especially request the bretlnen to stnrly carefully tbe subj1>ct of 
m·~·rcr::lnNG Lhe COllgregations. The grcnt m~tttP.r, we apprcheml, is to 
determine whether ottr ex-pedticncies or philosophy, shall have a Jllacc in 
determining such questions, or whether we Jo rca1ly lind plain preenpts 
and e.xa.mples in the word of God on the subject. T. F. 

TO THE SIST ffiHS. 
Tu w: Church of Christ pre-eminently exalt~ woman, auu in our feeble 

efforts we wish not to forget her true position before Heaven and eurth. 
Experience has taught us to believe tllat women are our best tl1inkers, 
o.nu sure we nrc they arrive much more readily at c.orrect conclusions, 
juvol ving right and wrong tloing, than men. 'l'Ley generally, indeed, 
wh:h to avoid Lhat world) y policy which makes mull ol' stout heart often 
st11gger, to take a step of doubtful popul:u·ity. 

But o11r purpose i<~ to particularly jnvite onr sisters' attention to the 
great themes discussed in tl1c churches. 'l'oo ofle11 they are requested 
to take uo part in the examina.Lion r..f difficu)L questions; but as a g<m­
ornl rule they a.ro most ready to see anJ put in pmtice tmth. 1N cask 
our si:~ters, therefore, to submit all their inquiries, and communicate 

most freely their highest, best, anu most pious thoughts through OUl' 
wlmuus. '£. F. 
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TRAINING. 
FnoM the the exceeding importunities of the conductors of schools 

to secure friends anti pupil~, such au amoulJt of prejudice has been ex. 
cited amongst the hrethrcn, that we have hesitated to invite attention 

tQ the subject of tmining either the young or the old. In this, per· 
haps, we ]Javo been wrongi for when we abandon a cause in conse· 
qucnce of its abuses, we lay ourselves liable to clol$e our eyes to every· 
thing valuable of earth. Our purpose has been aud is to make our 
pa.per useful in the advocacy of cornwt views of education; and, all 
things concurring, we hope to malw this a very interesting department 

of our labor. From long experience in the labor of learning and Leach• 
ing, we Hatter onrself that we possess qualifications which will enable 
us to impart m.osL important intelligence. At present, however, we 
would uarely remiml the brethren tha~ there are many institutions 
amongst us, male and female, which we regard as worthy of all respect. 
After we shall have submitted our general views and plans, we may 

notice particular schools. T. F. 

LAVERGNE, Dec. 27th, 1055. 
Esn:E!>JI.:O BRoTm;HS F ANNr::o;o .AND LIPSCOMB: -Since my last to 

you, I visited Brawly's Fork, (old Bro. C. Curlee's earthly home,) and in 
connection with our devoted Bro. Murfree, held a meeting of 6 da.ys, 
1"7 additions. At Cripple Creek where I labored occasionally since 

April, some 15 have been a.dded. At Millersburg we gained about 15 
to the gootl cause since Sept. "We have had 12 more additions, (10 of 
tl1ese at onr meet.ing a.t Ebenezer,) to the Rock Spring congregation, 
in all at this place 65 this year. I visited some other churches, of 
which mention has already been made in the Al:voca.lc. 

I would do injustice to myself were I uot to say that, at all the above 
places, I had the aid of brethren in the ministry. And I take great 
pleasure iu testifying to t.he zeal and devotion of the brothers and sis­
ters of all the congregations \\~l1cre I bad the l10nor to preach. Moreover 
I never have seen a greater willingness manifested by the brotherhood 
generally, to learn more perfectly the will of our ]!,ather in Heaven, 
and do their duty than o.t present, 

.And now Brothers in conclusion, let me say in retrospecting the past., 
I think we have great reasons to "thank God and take courage." May 
the Llessiugs of God rest upon tho disciples of Christ. 

As ever, your Brothe~: iu the best of all labors on Clll'th, 
J. K. SPEER. 
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VV A.YNESDORO, Dec. 9tll, 1855. 
DE.tll llROTIIEn: -It l1as become ruy painful duty to announce to 

you, the death of our muck tdo\·ed Brother, J. L. D. rickcll91 who 
. uep<trted this life the 3d day of this month, and also his sister in the 

ilcsh, and our sister in Christ, Miss Bettie C. Pickens, who fell asleep 
iu Jesus the 19lh da.y of October last. I wish I was competent to 

• write my feelings in regard to Brother and Sist.er Pickens. I want 
you or Bro. Fauning to wrile an obituary for both of them. I know 
from their christian walk in life they deserve it, and I cannot in my 
feel>le manner of expressing mysel~ give them justice. They were 

. both r.ealous members of the Christian Church, some si."< o.r seven 
years previous to their final a.clicu to this wicked world. They <lied 
hn.ppy. llro. Pickens called all Lis friends np to his bedside tJ1e eve· 
ning before he died, and took each one's hand separately, and bid them 

. a final farewell, and then with tho assistance of his friends, he sung the 
song: " Wl1~n. I can read my title clear." They were only sick about 
1;4. d11ys each. 

Bro. Pickens was principal teacher at tbe Male Academy, and Sister 
Pickens principrd teacher at the Female ,Academy. By attendbg to 
the abo.-<~ request·you v.-i.ll confer a special favor on me. I am gett.ing 
up a club of new a.nd old sul)scribers to the Gospel Advocate. It may 
be that I will not send you my list tmtil nbout the middle of January, 
'56. Very respectfully, your Brother in the one Hope, 

W. H. KIRKPATRICK. 

CO·OPERA.1'ION IN ARKANSAS. 

At a district co-operation meeting, held at Blue Spring Church, In· 
dependence Co., Ark., the following churches were. represented: Blue 
Spring, Mill Creek, Steep Bank, Stony Point, Liberty and Union. 
'l'ho meeting wa.s opened wi~b prayer by Bro. Lemmons, who also acted 
as chairman of the meeting. Tho membership of the churches rep· 
xesented wa.s 282, and the cont.ribut.ions for evangelizing was $220 15. 
Brethren Daniel R-ose and J. M. Lemmons were chosen to labor aa 
evangelists for the ensuing yea.r. The uext meeting was appointed to 

• be hdd with cl1urch at Steel) Bank, in Lawrence Co., on the Saturday 
before the second Lord's uay in October, 1856. The brethren were 
urged to meet on every Lord's dny and brellk !.he loaf as the christians 
did anciently. The meeting wa.s adjourned by praye,r by Brother 
J;tem:ruons. J. R. Runs, See'y. 
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CHURCH 1\"TEWS. 

Bro. W. B. Burditt, writes from '1'exas of the date of Nov. 9 : 
"BnETJIREN :-Our co-operation ha$ just closed. It was held in 

t.he town of Lockhardt. 'l'here was a large attendance and some three 
or four additions. The cotlgregation of Disci11les 1necting :tt Lockbardt 
numbers about 100. Bro. Henry Thomas commenced preaching and 
organizcu a congregation with nine or ten members1 about two year$ 
ago. Brethren S. B. Giles, and J. R. McCall, also labor in this re· 
gion1 and I think the ca.use is prospering." 

We hope Bro. Burditt will act as efficiently for the AdYocate a.s he 
has heretofore done. He has removed from Anstin to Bastrop Co. 

W. L. 
Bro. Heslcy Kelley wxitcs from Falcon, Arhnsas: 
"l3nk:l'H. F AN.NING AND LtPSOOMB :-1 have been lal)oring in tlw 

Lord's caase about two years, and have preached constantly for about 
twelve months, in Columbia, Washita1 ancl Union Cmmties in Arkan~s, 
and iu Uuion ~md Claiborne Parishes, I..~a. During this time fifly-three 
have hcen atldcd to the Lord. The prospects are favorable in this 
country." • 

. W c thank Bro. Kelley for his aid to the Gospel Ad vocate. 
W.L. 

A Brotlter at Cheneyville, Louisiana., writes that, 11 There are hvo 
congreg:~rions--one at Cheneyville and the ot1er at Big Cane-walking 
in the <Jrdin:ences of the Lord." :Preaching brctlmm wbo tllay pass 
through that. ~,P..::tion of the SouLh, will find t.be brethren liberal, and if 
we mistak~ nut, the people disposed to hear. Will Bro. S. report to 
us the numher of memhers in each congregation, the order of service, 

· &c. Bro. S. has sent 32 names for the secon.d volume of the AdYocate, 

ATHENS, T&XN., Nov. 23, 1855, 
Bno. T. FANNING :-Dear Sir,-Brother M. Love, (not Lane as pull· 

lisbed in the September number of the 11Advocate,") since my last let· 
ter to yon, ha~ r~moved here, and had another meeting, at which tl1ere 
were eleven .cccessions to the good cause. He is an cfficie11t laborer> 
and much devoted to tne cause, and will doubtless do much in building 
it up in tlris section rd.bren Hendr~, Grisham, and Davia, from 
upper East Tenneasee. were here, a.ud a.aaisted at t~e last mec1.ing. 

Yours in the good hope, 
C. W. METCALFE. 
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For the Gospel Advoclltc. 

At a called meeting of t.he W ayuesl1oro Division, No. 16, Sons of 
Temperance, it was announced that our much beloved brothc1· ancl \V. 
P. of this Division, J olm L. B. Picken~, has been removed frotn ;:.mongs' 
lL'I by death, and carried lly ungela to tbc Grand Division of Patriarche 
t~.nd Saints above, to rest with i1Hl Grand Wortl1y Patrinrch of the 
Universe forever and ever. 'J~herefi>re l>e it 

Resolved, That in his dc·ath the Division has lost o. worlhy brother 
and an efficient officer, and the church a good and faitllftu member; tho 
school n finished scholar and beloved teacher, and the cummullity a. 
nou1o example of vil·tue and purity. , 

2ncl. That the men1bers of the Division tencler their heartfelt sym• 
pathies to the bereaved fa.mily in their great and irrepaxable lo~s. 

3d. That this preamblG ::md resolutions be spread in full U}Jon t.hc 
Recording S<'ribe's book, and that :l. copy of Llu'l sao1e be sent to tho 
w·aynesboro American, the Nashville Christian Advocate, and tho 
Gospel Advocate for publication, a.nd th:1.t the editors be reqncslccl to 

send the paper to each one of the berca\·od relati\rcs, and farLhcr tba~ 
the members of the Division wear the usual bauge of mouming for 
thirty days. B. L. DA wsm:, } 

PmL. L. H.li:NDKnsoN1 Commillee. 
JoNaTHAN MoRms. 

Ntw IIm·E, Tenn., Dec. 7th, 1855. 
BRETH. F .ANNINO .AND Ln•soQMB :-It b~comes my painful duty to 

record through the Gospel Aclvoc:tte, the denlh of our beloved sister, 
Margaret Russell, of Richmond, Tenn. She entered the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ in 1850, and he·r -christin.u dcportrucul hns been such since, 
as to command the respect and christian confidence. of every lover of 
tlte l;ord. Amiable in her disposition, affectionate in th<> domestic 
circle, and courteous to all her associates, she became the pride of society, 
and one of its brightest ornaments. Her loss is deeply felt, and ~;~iu­
cerely lamented by her numerous friends and acquai~;~tances, and, in her 
death, the clntrch is berelt of Otle of its most pious members. She 
died iu the full triumphs of faith, in ftrm assurance of a.ttainin"' to ever· 
lasting life, o 

" Peaceflll be thy silent slumber, 
Peaceful in the grave so low, 

She no more shall join our number, 
She no more our 'song~ shall know. 

"Yet~gn.in we hope to meet her, 
When the day of life is lied, 

Then inllcaven with joy to ~l'eet her, 
Where no fareweU tear is shed." 

C. L. RANDOLPH. 




