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GOSPEL ADVOCATE.

T. FANNING AND W. LIPSCOMB, Epitons.

YOL. 1L NASHVILLE, JANUARY, ]85{";. NO. L

FIRST PRINCIPLES.—NO. 7.

In the closing number of the first volnme of The Gospel Advocate,
we reached, In onr examination of First Principles, “ The unity of the
Jaith i but in as mnch as it is possible other readers may be interested
in the second volume, we will endeavor o place the main points, in re-
gard to fuith, In a more concise and systematic form. Indeed, when
men are correctly tanught on this subject, there iz little more to be done,
but to influence the wedl in reference to duty. Correct information on
this point removes many clouds and mists from other matters; but a
failure to see clearly the whole truth touching this beginning corner, su
thoroughly obstructs the pathway of religious investigation, that there
can be but little hope of surmounting the gloom and darkness which so
generally prevail.

We rejoice, however, in the conviction, that there is nething needful
on the snbject of salvation which we may not understand in a very sat-
isfactory manner, if we will earnestly seek the light. TIfonesty of pur-
pose, and a patieut perseverance in well-doing will remove mountains.
Tt is a most happy reflection, that no *‘high learning, or even a know-
ledge of the ordinzry school branches, is indispensable to the faith which
saves the soul”  “The way-faring man, though a fool, need not err
therein;" lut the confiding and redeemed shall walk there.

But there are lessons, on First Principles, which should be repeated,
or expreszed in varions forms, to suit the capacities and peculiar circum-
stances of the human family. The parables of the New Testament,
though dilfering so widely, illustrate but a single subject.

We chall repeat, in substance, what is elaborately expressed in our
fifth number, but somewhat different in form, “Faith s the confidence
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Hence the neces-
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sity of effort on our part to understand well the ground of faith. All
demonstration and all opinions are excluded from faith and from religion.
On this peint we recently noticed a declaration of the Edinburgh Re-
view, which expressesmost forcibly the general ignorance of the learned
world on the subject of believing God, Some eighty years since a
merchant in Scotland made provision in his will, to pay every forty
yearssome fifteen thousand dollars for the first and second best essays on
the evidence of the existence of a God, firat from nature, and secondly
from the Bible. The reviewer, with many high-swelling words, regards
this the gren.'t question of the age, and imagines that the man who will
demonstrate the truth of the proposition, and pnt the subject beyond
all future investigation, will be the greatest benefactor of mankind.
But would not the elfect of such a demonstration destroy all faith in
God? Any thing defined by nature must he limited, and contrary to
the very essence of Divinity. Put this subject beyond discussion, and
the Bible, the Church, and morality, would have no more to accom-
plish.  Faith must ever remain “the confidence” of what ne eye can
see, or human plilosophy comprehend. By faith we must continue to
walk, and not by sight. Indeed, sight upon all subjects precludes
faith or belief. Christianity is not a subject for faithless experiments;
but demands a steady walk in obedience to truth. Beliel enters the
mind through the truth; and when the heart can find no reom for the
“ywords of eternallife,” of counrse faich must be weak, if it exist at all,
The whole text system of mincing out the Word of God, in clauses
and verses, without regard to sense or connection, is by no meuns
fayorable to a hearty and vigorons confidence in God, or the word of
his grace.

Taith is to be judged by its eflfects. A confused faith, which ia
nothing mere than an opinion in regard lo spiritual subjects, amounts
to no living principle in the heart. This iy abundantly evinced by the
very small amount of deep religious feeling generally manifested by the
most orthodox churches. In many of them there is a kind of quasi
worldly desire to be respectable, at least as much so as others; and
therc is a disposition to pay the preacher, the music malers, and for
the usual externals of religion. DBut few in our prosperous times exhibit
the earnest devotion of the Apostles, or even of Martin Luther or
John Wesley. Why this wide-spread indifference to genuine religious
interest 7 Faith is cither weak or wanting entirely.

*The tree is known by its fruit,” and the people in the full enjoyment
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of the faith planted and nourished in the heart by the word of God,
can but evince the most earnest feelings in regard to the triumphy of
their Master's cause.

There are other important matters, in immediate connection with
faith, which should not be neglected in this discussion.

A ccording to newspaper report, there are many “ Christian nations,”
and our “ glorious republic” is pre-eminently denominated a Christian
country. Possibly these are correct intimations; but evidently some
qualification is necessary, Russia, TF'rance, and England are called
Christian countries, although not one in ten, we presume, of the popu-
lation of either country has read with understanding or believes the
Christian Scriptures. In our own country not half tho people are
members of the respective churches, and but a small minority of the
members have * believed and been baptized” according to the commis-
sion. Why then should we prononngce this a Christian country? If it
is in consequence of tolerating the institutions of Jesus of Nazareth,
we are truly Chzstian. But we plaee the subject in a different light.
Can men believe iu the God of the Bible and still live after the flesh?
Believers, if we understand the subject, are saved, pardoned, and
redecned by the blood of Christ, but unbelievers bow not the kneo te
the Prince of Peace. If correct in these suggestiong, there is me
strictly Christian nafion, and in cur own * Christian country,” we pre-
sume nine-tenths of the people nced conversion to God. Neither are
their hearts or their lives right before Heaven, and the great matter iz
to convince them that Christ hasg a right to reign over them. Sucha
conviction denies the right of the animal pasdions to govern. The
Savier said: “Renounce yourselves and follow me.” This is the fruit
of faith. DBut there are still higher ohjects of faith in the Son of God.

In our judgment, it invariably leads its possessor to repent of his
sins and submit to the authority of Jesus Christ. Mark, we eay the
believer follows Christ. We do not deny that men have believed, as
King Agrippa, and madn sudden shipwreck of the faith, Faith is either
“a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death.” God permiis ne
man to live a disobedient believer. Ewvery man who receives the
truth yields, or the word of faith which the apostles preached, is taken
out of the hearf, The truth in some minds resembles the scattered
grains of wheat taken up by the birds; some minds aré comparable to
the shallow soil, which possessed not suflicient depih to produce frnit;
and others again permit the cares of the world, the deceitfulness of
riches, and the lnats of olher things to choke the tender plants, bus the
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good ground only, or “ fonest and understanding heart,” is capable of
bringing forth the thirty, sixty, and hundred fold.

The Word of God either serves ag *“a fire and hammer” to warm
and brealc up the * fullow ground” of the heart, or fo “‘sear the consci-
ence as with a botiren.” Men who tamper with the Bible, to say the
least, are in imminent danger. “Godis not mocked.” In ninety-unine
eages oub of a hundred the safe plan isfor the sincere,at the first intelligible
hearing, to yield their hearts to the lorce of truth, and submit unreservedly
to its Heavenly dictates. To youths, who may chance to see these things,
we would respectfully suggest, that every hearing of the truth either
hardens or improves the heart. Oh! how dangerous to trifle with the
opportunities which the Father has placed in our power.

Bul last of all, faith enables the weary pilgrim to bhold on his way
through all the trials of earth, No one, without this golden cord which
binds Lim to the throne of the Ilternal, could possibly withstand the
templations of the flesh. Buf our confidence in Heaven enables us to
lift our feeble eyes above (he paliry things of time and sense, to con-
template fairer climes, where the way-worn traveler finds eternal rest.
# And this i3 the vietory that overcomes the world, even our faith.”
We would do well to frequently look at the past for strengthening ex-
amples of faith, "We should remember Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jaceb, with the iwelve patriarchs, David, Gdeon, Jeptha,
Samuel, Moses, the prophets, apostles, and holy martyrs, for the trulh
of Jesus Christ. % What was wrilten aforetime,” says the Apostle,
“was written for our learning and patieuce, that we through the som-
fort of the Seriptures might have hope.”

This faith is a treasnre above all human computation. It is the stay
and deep solaca of the soul bowed down under the excessive weight
of eares, and indeed it constitutes the only reliable riches of mortals on
this sin-polluted earth. May we “strive earnestly for the fuith once de-
livered to the saints.” T. B,

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST—NKO. 3.
WHEN WAS THE CHURCH ERTADLISHED ?

Ix sketching the history of the Patriarchal and Jewish ages, we en-
deavored to show, that all former dispeusations adumbrated the Church
of Christ, The Apostle says: “Andnot the very image of the things
can never, with those saerifices which they offered year by year contin-
ually, make the comers thereunto perfect.” It is supposed to be a nice
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question to determine the precise close of the Jewish age, and the open-
ing of the Christian; but we presume a very small amount of care in
examining the Scriptures will make all plain. The fact need not be
concealed, that pedobaptist denominations waintain that God has had
but oue churéh on earth; or thai the kingdom of Christ is identical
with the commonwealth of Ysrael; but we think we entertain a much
more exalted and spiritnal view of the church of the saints. Our pres-
ent objects forbid argumenty in detztil to show that the Church of Jezug
Christ is belter than that of Moses; but we feel it due to such of our
reatters as have not examined this matter in more labored productions,
to submit a fow passages of Seripture which seem fo be to the poind.

It is written in Daniel ii. 44: “And in the days of these kings, the
God of heaven shall set up a kingdom which shall stand for ever.” We
regard the reference to the establishment of Christ's kingdom, which
was to be “set up”—not improved or remodeled, as an old house is ro-
paired—but to differ in some very important features from the former
church.

When we open the New Testament, we hear the harbinger of Mes
siah proclaiming, along the Jordan, “Repent for the kingdom of
heaven is af hand.”

The blessed Savior said: * Pray, thy Iingdem come” This is clear
evidence it had not come., Again, said the Lord: “On this rock I
will build my church.” (Mat. xvi. 18.) When he said, * T will build
my church,” according to all rales of language, he had not bnilt it
But, say many of the Baptist denomination, “The church was established
in the days of John the Baplist” We are happy to know that the
best teachers inthe Baptist ranks plead not thus. But excessive patbi-
gans seem to think it a very important matter to connect the origin of
the church in some way with John the Baptist. We presume the obs
ject is to take the Baptist’'s name; but if the best scholars of the world
were to agree that the name should be translated John the immerser, wo
shonld regard the motive not sound. There is a passage of scripturs
that is always brought forward to the support of this opinion, which i

well becomes us Lo notice. If reads: “T

he law and the prophets were
until John, sines that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every
man presseth into it” (Luke xvi. 18.) These statements ave literally
true. Thelaw and the prophets were preached till Jolin, and no longer
by any one authorized of IHeaven, Thus Jolin began to preach : # The
kingdow of heaven is at hand.” DBut John the Apostle, making his

record more than forty years afterwards, and long after the establish
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ment of the kingdom, said: “ Bvery man presses intoit.” And there
i8 1o intimation that men pressed into the church from the time Johm
began to preach. Such a supposition is contrary to the facts in the
ease; for John himself was not a member of the church, and the Sa-
vior said ; *The least in the kingdom (church) shall be greater than
John”

All correct thinkers admit, that the building nf Solemon's temple,
prefgnred the rearving of the spiritual temple under Christ. 1t will be
remembered the materials were all previously made ready according to
exact rule, and in the erection of the temple there * was not the scund
of a hammer, or an iron instrument,” Al went up in majestic crder, 1o
the astonishment of the builders and the world.

John *came to make ready a people prepared for the Lord,” and hLe
# gave the people the knowledge of salvation, by the remission of their
#ins.” Tle preached, *“The baptism of repentance for the remission of
ging” in Llie faith of one coming so much more worthy than himscH
that he was not competent to untie his shoes. Dut after Christ “made
and baptized more disciples than John,” the honorable and modest im-
merser said: “He (Christ) must increase, but I must decrease.” The
disciples made by John, who received the Savior, were fil materials for
Chrisl’s temple without any further preparation. Ifence it is said:
* He came to his own, and te as many as received him, gave he the au-
thority to hecome the sons of God; even to them that believed in his
name.”

It is said of Joseph of Arimalhea, at the crucifixion, that he “TWait-
ed for the bingdom of God.” Thus, in langnage as plain as words can
make it, the friends at the erucifixion were still locking for the kingdom,
and of course it had not come.

But even afler Lhe resurrection, the disciples, in deep despondency in
regard to the long promised kingdom, which they began to fear would
aever appear, said: * Liord, wilt thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Tsrael 2 The disciples, it appears, were not then menibers
of the kingdom.

We regard other proofs on this subject as surperfluous; but every
reader of the Bible will readily see, upon examination, that there is no
mention of the existence of the Church of Christ from the opeuing of
Matthew to the last verse of the 2d chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.

It might be appropriately meuticned, that from the departure of the
ehildren of Israel ont of Beypt to the giving of the law at Mounk
Bivai, was just filty days, and licuce the feast of pentecost, or of Lhe
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fiftieth day. 'The Messiah was crucified at the feast of pentecost, and
tifiy days afterwards, or at the next pentecost, *thelaw went forth out
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” One more fach
and we shall close our testimony on this point. When the moment
arrived for God to acknowledge ihe house built by Solomon, “The
glory of the Lord overshadowed and filled the temple,” and when the
hour came to recognise the existence of the spiritnal temple, Jehovah
sent down the good Spirit, and the house and hearts of the disciples
were filled with light and glory. Thus was the existence of the
church first acknowledged at Jerusalem on pentecost ; and immediately
aflerwards it is written, “ And the saved were added to the church.”
But before that day no one was ever * added,” and hence the silence of
the Scriptures on the subject. From that day to the present, all men
have been at liberty to enter the fold on honorable conditions.

BY WHOM WAS THE KINGDOM OPENED TO THE WORLD?

A satisfactory answer to this question will throw much ligit upan
the origin of the Church. The Messiah said to Peter, “I will givo
thee the keys of the kingdom, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and whalsoever thou shalt loose on earth,
shall be loosed in heaven.” Upon no other Apostle was such honor
conferred. ITia right alone it was to open the door te Jews and Gen-
tiles, to remit and retain sins, to bind and loose on earth, with the as-
eurance all would be ratified in heaven. *“God made choice that by
his mouth” not only his own countrymen, but also “the Centiles
ghould hear the word of the Gospel and believe,” In modern style,
Whatever terms of remission he enjoined were made good above. The
reason for all thig is most plain. Mo spoke ag the Spirit gave him
utterance, and as the Saviur had said, it was not le that spoke, “Lus
the Spirit that spoke throngh him,"

When the people were confounded by the descent of the Spirit on
pentecost, Peter first convineed them of their exceeding wickedness in
crucifying the Lord of glory, and seeandly, he demonstrated to them
that according to their own law there was no remission, for they had
killed God’s ancinted—a crime of such enormity, the law made no
provision forit. Therefore they asked the Apostles, * What shall we
do?* Teter, with the keys in his possession, knew not the proper
form of answer to be given, but the Spirit wmoved him Lo say, “Repent
and be baplized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sing, and you shall receive the gift of the Ioly Spirit.”
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Never had such joyful words fallen upon the ears of sin stricken mer-
tals. *About three thousand gladly received them and were buptized.”
Thus we see the door thrown open o the Jews, Years afterwards
Peter wvas called to speak “words by which Cernelius and all his honse
might be saved,” and in obedience to the Leavenly appointment the
door was opened to the Gentiles. Since that day the door has been
open to all the world, and “no man can shuf, and neither can any
open,” notwithstanding the impions pretensions of morials to open
and shut the kingdom of heaven. Christ now reigns and holds the
keys of death and hell; and “to him shall every knee bow, and every
tongne shall confess that he is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”
In our next we wish to examine the materials of which the Church
is composed. T. B.

L= i :

« JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ONLY."—(Cox1isurD.)

“ Our second argument is based upon those passages which repre-
sent what is manifestly synonymous with justification as being through
faith.'—Ralsion's Elements of Divinity, p. 317.”

If the view of justification Ly faith which we have endeavored to
get forth be correct, this second argument needs no reply.  The anthor

" among the synongyms of justification, and

ranks ‘“‘remission of sing
quotes Scripture to prove that man receives remission of sing through
faith. 'We admit most readily the truth of the propesition; for man
cannot be pardoned withont faith. But does it follow, as a necessary
consequence, that faith is the only condition of pardon? Through
faith the husbandman obtains a plentiful harvest as the reward of his
labors ; for without fuith in the coucurrence of those natural canses
which bring abont seed-time and harvest, and eause the earth to Lring
forth her ffuits in season, he would not talce thesteps necessary to secure
the desired end. Bul does it follow as a consequence that fith alone
will fill hiz barns with plenty? No ene would for & moment maintain
such a proposition. God, in his goodness and mercy sends the snows
and frosts, the sunshine and fertilizing showers; bat, however much
faith man may exercise in the potency of these agents, without a com-
pliance with other conditions, his lands will yield him no joyous crops.

The same God has delegated from ITeaven and stamped with the
geal of his authority certain agents for the redemption of a fullen race ;
yet, whatever may be our confidence in God and the means of his ap-
pointment, without obedience fo the requirements of the Gospel, we
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eannot obtain an interest in the reconciliation made by our Savior's
sacrifice. Yet we give faith its proper importance in the salvation of
sinners, when we say that everything depends upon it. No act of
obedience can be acceptable in the sight of Heaven, without faith in
Jesus, Hence the stress that is Jaid upon it by our Savior and his
Apostles.  Admitting, then, that the expressions ‘‘Righteonsness,”
“ Righteousness of God,” * Remission of sins,” &c., are synonymous
with justification, still we call in queslion the justness of the author's
conclusion. He has only proved, what is freely conceded, that “right-
eousness,” ‘“remission of sing” &c., are attained throngh faith; and
thercfore, pranting the truth of his premises, the only fair deduction
from them is that man is justified by fith, which we do not deny. The
objections we urge is the modification of the Apestle’s teachings by
the word only.

But that these expressions are synonymous with justification, is by
no means admitted.  Indeed this assumption gives rise to great con-
fusion of terma.

If justifieation means “righteonsness of God,” and “remisston of
sins,” hoth, it follows that * righteousness of God,” is synonymous with
“remission of sins,” since, according to a geomelrical axiom, “things
that are equal to the same thing, are equal to each other.” Now, in
passages quoted in reference to this point, instead of the word nsed, let
some one of its syronyms be substituted. For example, let Kom, i,
25, be read as follows: * Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation,
threugh faith in his blood, to declare remission of sinz (his righteous
ness) for the remission of sins that are past,” &e.  So also we might *
read other quolations ; ag, “And he received the sign of circumeision,
a geal of the remission of sins {righteousness) of the faith which he
Lad, being yet uncircumecised, &c.”  “And be found in him, not having
mine own remission of sins {righteousness) which is of the Law, but
that which is throngh the faith of Christ, the remission of sins (right-
eonsness) which is of God by faith.”  What mutilation of the Serip-
turez! and yet, instead of the original words, T have employed only
synonyms ! Again, “Abraliam believed God amd it was connted to
him for righteousness.,” Now if there is any meaning in language,
Abraham did not receive Tighfem&mss through faith as a condition of
its attainment, but his faith itself was reconed his righteousuness. Hence,
according to Dr. Ralston, fuith must be regarded as another term sy-
nonymous with remission of sins, justificution, d&e.
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But there are two other objections to this position, that might be
mentioned in this conneetion :

. It gives the word righfcousness a meaning widely different from its
general signification, and one which the usage of the original will not
Justify.  The iden of parden is not in the word, either in its scriptural
or general classic usage.

2. It gives unnecessarily different meanings to the verb fo justify,
in its different connections. I say the verb & justify, for the substan-
tive justification, so far as I am informed, is found but three times in the
New Testament, Now that man's justification in the sight of God
necessarily implies the forgiveness of his sins is freely admitted, but
there is nothing in the word itsclf that gives the idea of pardon. Jesus
was justified by the spirit (1 Tim. iii. 16), or pronounced jfust, (for
that is the true meaning of the word), yet he knew no sin, and henee
could not be pardoned.

Again, in Luke vii. 29, we have the following langnage: *And all
the people that heard him, and the Publicans, justified God, &c.” The
idea of pardon of course is not in the word justify in this instance, and
if it ever has that idea it must be used in a different sense from whal it
has here.

8o also we have the word applied to man in the sense specified, in
Luke x. 29, xii. 37, xvi. 15; in the epistle of James ii. 21, 24, and in
many other instances that might be adduced, both in the Old and New
Testaments, where no one will maintain that the ides of pardon is in-
cluded at all.  ITence we conclude that the Apostle Paul, if he meant
to express the act of remission of sius by the word fo jusiify, nsed the
term in a sense different from its general signification, But it can be
clearly shown that Paul, as we have before stated, liad no reference to
the specific act of pardon of sins, and that this forced construction of
the word is uterly unnecessary. In his disenssion of this sulject in
Romans, he quotes from Genesis xv. 6,—* Abraham helieved ia the
Liord and he counted it to him for righleousness”—as  an illostration;
and from this he deduces the conclusion that Abraham was justified by
faith, Now if we can ascertain what the Iatriarch’s justification was,
we will knaw what the Apostle meant by the term,  In Gen. xv. 5,
6, we read as llows: “And he (G@l) brought him forih abroad and
gsaid: look now toward ITeaven and teil the stars, if thou be able to
number them; and he said uuto him: ‘%so shall thy seed be,! And he
believed in the Lord and lie connted it to him for righteousness, ” Now
we ask, did Abralam reeeive remission of sins at the time here spoken
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. of?  Did God make faith in his promise the condiiion of Abraham’s
pardon? The premises will warrant ne suel conelusion. Suchan as-
sumption is a plain and palpable begging of the question,

We therefore conclude that the Apostle nsed the word in its usnal
eeceplation, withiout any special reference to the act of remission of
#ing. Everyindividualin this life sustains one of two relations to God.
He is cither in a state of condemnation or a stateof justification. With-
out an interest in the meriforious sacrifice of the Son of God, he is con-
demned, but, through faith in Christ, lie is enabled to pass from con-
demnation into a state of justification.  Faith is the principle upon
which this salvation is founded, and justification is the general result.

This view of the subject at once dves away with all that confusion
of terms consequent upon making words mean any thing, and as many
things as any theorizer may think proper for the support of any favorile
hypothesiz. What wonder is it that religionists do not uuite their
efforts in building the Spiritual T'emple of our God, when their lan-
guage, like that of the builders of the Tower of Babel, is in such con-
fusion ?

We conclude upon this point by observing that the author derives
the word to justify from the wrong verb in the original. The Greek ig
dikaioo instead of dilazo, ns he has it, (see page 200.) He is simply
mistaken, therefore, when he states that “#o justify, in the Bible accep-
tation, is fo acqurt by judicial sentence or decision.! Howerver, it is pre-
sumable that he will ind but litile difficulty in making the two words
synonyms !

We will briefly examiue one more argument, which is the fourth and
lnst. We quote it entire:

“Qur fourth argument is based upon such passages as show that
justification is by grace, and not by works.

“Tn the xi. 8, of Romans we have these words: ‘Andif by grace
then it is no wore of works; otherwise grace is no nore grace. Dutif
it be of works then it is no more grace, otherwise work is no more work.”
From this Seripture it is evident that grace and works are opposed to
each other. Whatlever is of grace caunot be of works, and whatever
is of works cannot be of grace. In Rom. iv. 16, we read: ‘Therefore
it is f faith that it might be by grace From this text it is evident
that faith and grace are so connected that jastification cannot be by
grace unless it is of fuith. Ience, iff wecan prove that justilication is
of grace and not of worls, it will follow that it must be by faith” (ouly?)
The author then proceeds to quote Rom.iil, 20, 27, 28; iv. 4, §; tii. 24;
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Gal. iii, 2, 11, 16; v. 4; in support of his proposition. The fallacy in
this argument consists in & misapprehension of the meaning and office
of faith—in degrading it from its true position, as a cardinal principle
of the Clristian Religion, by making it the mere condition of pardon.
When the Apostle says: * Therefore it (justification) is by faith that if
might be by grace,” we infer that all the blessings connected with the
New Covenant, all of which of course are enjoyed by ihe grace of
God, must be by faith. This gives faith its true meaning. It is the
great first condition of the enjoyment of the blessing offered to the
world, in the plan of human redempiion.

The gift of his Son to redeem the world, on the paxt of God, our
Faiher, was an act of pure benevolence; and in order that our salvation
may he by the grace or favor of God, it is necessary that it be pred-
icated not mpon meritorious acts of our own, bul upon the merits of
Christ, He is the embodiment and presentation to the world of the
grace of God. DBut onr salvation cannot be predicated upon the merits
of Christ, except by faith, for without faith we can obtain no interest
in his death. * Therefore it is of faith that it might be by grace.”

Now the unbelieving Jews claimed remission of sins and its conse-
guent Llessings, through the acts of obedience enjoined by their law,
regarding those nets as sufficiently meritorious in themselves o secure
the blessings connected with them, Consequently they believed these
blessings lLelonged only to themselves. Iaul, therefore, tanght that
justification and salvation, under the new reign, was not based npon
obedience to the Jewish law, but that it was founded upon God's
merey, through fuith in Christ; i the end that the promise might be se-
aure fo all the seed, that is, the whole world,

Bat now the question arises, is the doctrine of salvation by grace
through fuith, as set forth by the Apostle, inconsistent with the idea of
remission of sins being connected with acts of obedience, on the part
of man as condilions 2 Dr, Ralston and his brethren maintain that itis.
They maiatain that acts of ubedience, as conditions, would detract from
the merits of Christ, and therefore they construe the langunage of the
Beriptures so as to make it exclude afl worls, But if all works or acts
of obedience are excluded, just because they are such, why not exclude
faith also? Is not the act of believing man’s act, and an act of obedi-
ence to a command ?  Why not conclude at once that God will un-
conditionally save the whole race of man? Again, I wonld ask, upon
what ground is eternal salvation to be attained? Isit by the grace of
God, or are we {o merit it by our own acts? Dr, Ralston and hLis
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church, I know, will admit that the praise of our deliverance must be as-¢y
cribed to God and the Lamb. We ean do nothing:iore to r]csegﬁ
Heaven, than we can to deserve remission of sius ; fhraﬂrd@_@__

at best, are fechle, and when we have done all we can, W& are but
unprofitable servants.” Now adopting the special pleading of the above
argument, we necessarily arrive at the conclusion that man cannot at-
tain to eternal life by the grace of God, except it be by faith only !
We must therefore fold our arms and do nothing, lest, perchance, we
should detract something from the merits of Christ in our salvation, by
our own works [ !

But we find that our eternal salvation, although predicated npon the
grace of God through faith in Christ, iz still conditional, depending
upon our obedience to certain requirements, Why then may not our
present salvation, which rests upon precisely the same basis, be made
dependent upon our chedience to some appointment of Ieaven? The
system of interpretation which excludes all works in (he latter case,
must, to be consistent with itself, exclude them in the former,

Admitting therefore, that whatever is of the grace of God is by
Jatth only, no belter argument could be desired to establish the doe-
{rine of a universal salvation of the human race.

F. M. C

Tae remarks below, on * Affliction,” were written by one whoe has
spent several years in a dungeon, and whose trial is yet in the futore.
No man is more respectably connected, and no one could have been
brought up more tenderly, or was more careless of spiritual restraints.
Since his incarceration, he has yielded o an unpopular cause, and we
trust he is sincere Lefore Heaven,

“AFFLICTION.
{4 When He bath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” Jon xxiii, 10.

In all our sufferings we should never lose sight of the hand of God.
All afflictions are from the Lord, and are intended for our good and re-
formation. *‘Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth : there-
fore despise not thou the chastening of the Liord.” The Chaldeans, the
Sabeans, and the elements spoiled Job, but sayshe, *The Lord hath
taken away.” And when he had lost his children, friends, and health,
and in respect to the world was without comfort, even the wife of his
bosom forsook him, and told him te curse God and die, he turns to God
and says: ‘Thou, Lord, hast taken me by the neck and shalen me to

]
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pieces.! ‘Shall there be evil in the city and the Liord hath not done
it.” ‘I, the Liord, make peace and create evil! ¢ Eril came down from
the Liord unio the gate of Jerusalem.! Geod is net the author of the
evil of sinning. DBut He is the author of the evil of suffering, And
what calamity is there that the Secripture has not ascribed to God. Is
it a storm at soa! ‘He breaketh the ships of Tarshish with an east
wind.! Isit barrenness of soill “He turneth a fruitfol land into bar-
renness for the wickedness of them that dwell therein Is it the loss
of connections! ‘Lever and friend hast thou put far from me.) Let
us never view our sufferings, public, private, personal, or relative, with-
out reference to God. Ilow ignorant is that man who does not connect
with all the events of life the providence of that God, without whom
s sparrow falleth not to the ground, and by whom the very hairs of
our head are all numbered! How consolatory the blessed truth, that I
am nof, in a fatherless world; I am nob a child of neglect; I am not
the sport of chance; I am not at the merey of my foes, who hate me
with a cruel hatred.  * Who would awallow me up.’ They are chained
and God holds the chain. The wrath of man shall praise him, and the
remainder of wrath shall he restrain.  * When he hath tried me, I shall
come forth! Though Iam in {rouble 7 shall be delivered, God will
have compassion, Though e cause grief, He does not willingly af-
flict, nor grieve the children of men. He will not be always wroth.
Iie hath appointed the hour of deliverance, and his time is best. He
is a God of knowledge, and it is good that a man should both hope
and quietly wait for the salvation of Ged. Thou, C God, hast chastened
us sorely, with the race of men hast thou afflicted us, hast thou not
tried and proved us; have we not burni in the hot furnace of affliction }
Who hath sorrow like our serrow ! ITow long, O Lord, shall it be to
the end! How long shall T lake counsel in my soul, having serrow in
my heart daify / Consider and hearme, O Lord my God, lighten
mine eyes lest I sfeep the sleep of death. It is good for me that I have
been afilicted. Our aflliction is but for 2 moment, and worketh for ns
a far more execeding and eternal weight of glory, For a season we
are in heaviness. Our hearts are fastened to the world with strong and
various ties, and every struggling trouble cuts a string and nrges ns up-
ward to the skies. All the ways of God are mercy and truth, and his
Jjudgments are righteons, ‘And weknow all things work together for
good to them who love God.”” ' B

“Breopy and deceitful men live not out half their days.”
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CHRISTIAN CO-OPERATION IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY,
TENNESSEE, FOR THE YEAR 1856.

By agreement, messengers from several of the churches in Ruther.
ford County, Tennessee, met in Murfreesboro’ on Saturday, December
%, 1855, for the purpose of taking counsel together in regard to the
labor for the year 1856.

Brother Dr. John 'W. Richardson was requested to preside in the
deliberations, and Brother Craig, of Murfreesboro’, was called to act ag
Scribe in the meeting,

Brother Richardson, in very few words, explained the objects of the
meeting, and upon inguiry the following brethren reported themselves
a3 messengers, viz:

Bros. Dr. John W. Richardson, and John Hill, from Rock Spring
congregation,

Bros. Stokely White, and P, B. Bunnels, Miflersburg congregation.

Bro. Bingham, Crossroads congregation (in Bedford County.)

Bros. N. 8. Hall, 8. C. Mosely, Ross, and Craig, of the Murfeeshoro’
congregation were present in co-operation,

Bro. 5. B. Osborne, who resides near Murfreesbore’, but whose
membership is in Giles County, wag invited to aid in the deliberations.

Brother T. Fanning, from the church at Franklin College in David-
gon County, was requested to take such part as he might see proper in
the business,

The subject of co-operation wes examined with some degree of care,
by Brethren Rumnels, Oshorne, Hill, Fanning, and others, and particu-
larly with reference to any body of men, called a co-operation, eonfer-
ence, association, or presbytery, selecting, choosing, ordaining, or in any
way authorizing preachers to acl independently of the ehurches, and
also with regard to such bodies offering salaries, aud actually hiring
whom they might see proper to take charge of the churches, and per-
form their service. After considerable examination, all the brethren
seemed to admit, that the respeetive churches were the only bodies au-
thorized in the New Testament to edueate, consecrate, and send forth
into the field evangelistz; and that such self-constituted preachers as
are straggling through the country, without the least authority from
any church, and for the purpose, as is apparent in many instances, of
getting a living from the brothren, should not be countenauced as min-
isters of God, i

On the subjeet of co-operation the examination of the Scriptures led
the brethren to the following conclusions, viz:
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‘ﬂ
Ist. Co-operation first, consists in the mutual labor of the membets

in the individual congregations for the promotion of the cause of riglit
eousness. All are to work fogether in one mind.

2d. Examples are found in the New Testament of congregations coe
operaling together for the purpese of sending special messengers, de-
nominated, *the messengers of the churches;” and also of churches
nniting in the accomplishment of any work not in the power of oue.

Wlerenpon, the brethren in co-operation all agreed that there were
at least two kinds of labor in which they might co-operate in the coun-
ty of Rutherford, and embracing the congrepation at Crossroads, viz:

First. There are things wanting in soms, if not all the churches,
which it is presumed may be set in order by mmtually agsisting each
other,

Secandly. The condition of the respective churches seetns to suggast
the propriety of uniting what means they can appropriate for that pur-
pose, to supply the wants of such ag labor In word and teaching, and
particularly to enable them to preach the truth to the world.

By inquiring, the messengers reporied the amounts the respective
congregations agreed to appropriate for the support of men who might
give themselves to the work of evangelizing, especially to setting in
order the things wanting in the churches, and preaching the Gospel to
those without, aud more, as the Lord might prosper them, viz:

The church at Rock Spring, - - - - $300 00

Muzlreesborough, - - - - - . « 200 00

Millersburg, - - - - - - - « 200 00

Crossroads, s R R A - - . < 125 00

No report from the church at Cripple Creek, or at Bradly’s Creek.

The next point was to ascertaio if any church had a méember who
had proved himself competent for the work of an evangelist, when the
messengers of the congregation at Rock Spring church reporfed that
Brother Joshua K. Speer had proved himself entirely worthy by his
labors during the year 1855, and that the church had set him apart to
the work, and recommended him to the churches in the co-operation,
The commendation not only pleased all the brethren present, but each
congregalion, by her messenger, agreed to encourage Brother Speer so
far as his labors might prove useful, and promised most cheerfully to
bestow of theirwealth to his support in proportion te their ability, the
labor performed, and his wants, of which the congregations were fo
judge, as time and cireumstances might suggest.

It was algo stated by the members of the congregation at Millers-
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burg, that pessibly Brother G. W. Cone, o member with them, intended
to labor in some department of the Lord’s vineyard, but they could
nof state positively whether Brother Cone would labor as the servant
of the congregation at Millersburg or make his own arrangements as to
bis plans of operation. "Whereupon the messengers of the congrega-
tiong preferred taking no action on the subject, at least till the church of
Millersburg should give mformation in regard to the direction of Bro.
Cone’s labors.

Next the brethren spoke very plainly in reference to the character of
evangelists, such as the churches would be justified in sustaining. As
reporter, we give a few conclusions at which all seemed to arrive.

1st. That no man could be encouraged, according to the Seripturea
who was not a minister of some congregation, sent by it, and responsi-
ble to it in particular, and to all others in general in which he might
labor,

2d. Whilst all most heartily disapproved of a compromising and
negative class of preachers, they manifested equal aversion to a class of
badly tempered and insulling preachers who have traveled much in Mid-
dle Tennessee.

In all the deliberations the best of feelings prevailed, and the breth-
ren manifested an ardent desire that the Seriptures should constitule the
sole religious authority in all the churches of the saints,

Brother Craig was directed to preserve the records in the Murfrees-
borough congregation, and furnish & copy for publication in ' The Gos.

pel Advocate.”
JOEN. W. RICHARDSON, Ch'n.

— Oralq, Secretary.

Remarks Eprrortar.—The report of the proceedings of the es-ope-
ration movements in Rutherford seems to us wholly unlike any thing
that has been published, and we, therefore, call especial attention to it.
The system offéred presumes so much upon the intelligence of the con-
gregations, and goodness of the preachers and people, that we appre-
hend some difficulty in carrying out the measures; but we will wait
putiently to witness the resulls. Should this prove to be the Scriptural
plan, much of our learned labor will be dispensed with in our future
deliberations. Possibly we may learn that there iz something in the
Bible upou the subject of co-operation. From the mauy constitutions,
articles, amendments, resolveg, aud magnificent plans that have been
published by the brethren—to say nothing of the more speculative party
bodies—one not acquainted withzhistory, might conclude that the
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Heavenly Father had either left the world in extreme darkmess, or that
if he had given instructions for the government of his people, they
were not believed, T. F.

MEETING AT ALEXANDRIA.
Avexaxppia, Tenn,, December 4th, 1855,

Berru., Fanmivg axp Lirscomp:—We have good news to com-
municate through your periodical to the brethren. We have had a
mogt interesting meeting in the Christian Church, in this village. Tt
commenced on the 23d ulk, and closed this day. The preachers were
the two brothers, J. L. and G, W. Sewell. They presented the truth
in @ clear, forcible and uucompromising manner. Whilst they were
free from dissimulation or sycophancy, they were courteous and concil-
iatory toward all others. Aldler the close of the meeting, Bro. C. W.
Sewell left for Bethany College.

The result of our meeling is 19 additions to the cause of Primitive
Christianity, 4 of whom were from the Bapiists, and 15 were immersed,
during the meeting.  Besides the above, wo had one to unite with us
by letier, and one valiant young lady to come forward, whose father
pertinaciously refused to let her be immersed.

The result of our meeting is highly encouraging, when all of the
antecedent ciroumsiances are taken into eonsideration. It is known to
every one eonveraant with the ecclesiastical affairs of this village, that
the Christian Church here was rent asunder by internal feuds, several
years ago, which completely nentralized all the efforts of the preaching
brethren, in our behalf, and left the Lrethren of the church in a disor-
ganized and desponding condition. . =

The late meeting, however, has produced a very different state of afe
fairsamonggt us. The effects of old difficulties, I think, are glmost, if
not entirely obliterated. The brethren seem renovated, full of zeal,
and buoyant of hope for the future. Andas an earnest of their inten-
tions, they have made arrangements with Bro. J. L. Sewell, for a por-
tionof hLis labors next year, in order that they may be ennbled again,
to have regular preaching in this section of country.*

*If {he time the Evangelists gives to the church in Alexandria shouid have the
effoct to prevent the disciplea from attending their regular meetings, and keeping
the ordinances of God, the results will be as fatal to picty as the former internal
fauds. We need muny more preachers, but the class should be somewhat improved.
The 'gmat work for Evangelists now,is to set in order thinga lacking in the churches,

We rejoice much with the brethren at Alexandria, and should we be spared to
wigit them, we hope to find them living in the liberty of the Gospel. We are afraid
of monthly sermons, but we have much confidence in the wisdom and goodness of
the brethren Sewell. T. F.
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By the way, an invitation is hereby giveu to all our Evangelists to
give us a call whenever any of them mey chauce to pass this way—
they can now labor with a hope that it may be productive of some
good. Our meeting is butan additional illustration of the advantages
of efficient Tvangelists to the churches; therefore as many of them as
can be pecuniarily sustained should be kept constantly in the field, But
few, if any of the ehurches can do ab all, without their (at least) occa-
eional visits—those visits should be more regular and often than they
are-—monthly, if pra.c,tlca.ble

Evangelists are essential for both the numerical strength and spiritual

, growth of churches. This reformation will never fully or permanently
trinmph, until the congregations generally, are better organized, and
we have a general co-operation, sending out a sufficient number of
Evangelists, properly invested, to preach to all the churches, and to
the world, Yours fraternally,

0. D. WirLraus,

JOHN ii.. 8

Brorurr M., of West Tennessee, callsour attention in a very special
manner to his viewa on John iii. 8, as expressed in the Christian Age,
of November 8, 1855. We have earefully read the atticle of Broth-
er M., and if we understand him, he wishes us to give particular atten-
tion to the clause, * Cannot tell whenca the Spirit comes and whither it
goes.” Brother M. favors the present translation. We state nnquali-
fiedly, that the passage does not intimate that men know not whence
the Spirit comes and whither it goes; for all believe it comes from the
Father, and ¢ falls npon” and euters the hearts of such as may be se-
lected for the purpose. DBut we think there can be no doubt the trans-
lation should give theidea, that we " cannot SEE, or TELL BY SEEINC,
whence the Spirit comes and whither it goes.” But we know, accord-
ing to the Seriptures, the Spirit comes from God, and we also know we
are made new in heart and life by the Spirit. These are not questions
of doubtful import; and if there is any mystery still hanging over the
subject, it must be in regard to the modus operands of the Spirit in re-
newing man, We take the ground, without the least hesitation, that
the Spirit acts alone turough the appointments of the Father, the Word
and the Chnrch. Bad spirits may operate otherwise, but the good
Spirit is enjoyed alone through the things revealed in the New Testa-
ment. L
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DISCERNING THE LORD'S BODY.
Trion Facrory, Georgia.
Bro. Lirscoun:—L want you to give as clear view as you can of
the 29th verse of the 11th chapter of 1. Cor, especially in regard to

discerning the Lord’s body.
Yours in Hope,

JAMES HALL.

The Lord’s Supper, of which the Apostle was gpeaking, was intended
to commemorate to all ages, and among all Christians, the death of
the Savior. OQur blessed Savior just before his betrayal, when instita-
ting this most solemn and beantiful ordinance, says to his disciples:
“This do in remembrance of me,” This bread, says he, is “my body.”
Of the cup he says, “this is my blood of the New Testament which is
shed for many.” The simplicity of this appointment the Corinthians
had changed, and instead of attending to it as a simple commemora~
tive rite, they had made a great feast, like to the Bacchanalian feasts of
revelry and drunkenness, entirely losing sight of the purpese for which
our Savior had appointed. The Apostle there reprimands them se-
verely, and shows them that their service was an abomination and
disgrace to their profession,

‘Wemay, however, even without making a feast, fail to discern the
Lord's body. When we through carelessness permit this living ordi-
nance to become a lifeless ceremony—a mere matter of form with us,
without any thought of the momentous and golemn event whichit lays
before our minds, we are far from discerning the Liord’s body, and eat
and drink dammation to ourselves. But when upon every return of
the blessed opportunity to show the Lord's death, our hearts are alive
with gratitude and love, and we feel the impress of the solemnity which
our actions record, truly do we discern the Lord’s body. No christian
under the influence of the true spirit of the Gospel, can attend to insti-
tutions of so great moment with any other feeling than that of the
deepest devotion, and the sincerest desire to be improved and elevated
by such communion with the body and blood of cur Savior, which are
so fitly brought before our minds by the simple emblems appointed by
our blessed Lord. With most fervent and thankful hearts should it be
our delight to fix our thoughts npon the great event which has redeem-
ed us from the powers of sin and death, and meditate upon the wonders
of that boundless love manifested for the salvation of man.

W, L.
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EDUCATION.—NO. 1.

We are persuaded that a few essays upon the subject of Education,
will be in keeping with the objects of the Gospel Advocate. Our pur-
pose iz to employ whatever ability we may possess, in the improve-
ment—physical, intellectual, and spiritnal—of our frail kindred of
earth; and whilst we may fail in the highest achievements, should
we, in declining years, be enabled to point to a few profited by our
labor, we shall be more than happy., We are aware that there aro
difficulties of a most serious character, attending the subject of training
both young and old. Like other professions, education is a subject of
speculation in more senses than one. In the first place, many write
eloquently and speak with much power In regard to education, who
are really uneducated, have had no experience in directing others, aud
although public opinion is {requently manufactured by such, the com-
munity is injured by their opinions. Secondly, too many write and
speak in reference to schools, as well as teach, merely with the object
of getling money. Such will not likely cultivate a broad and deep phi-
Ianthropy, or exert a permanently good influence.

But there is no subject, which is not more or less attended with
crrors, and almiost insurmonntable difficultics. Perhaps there is no one
beset with so many false theories, wicked practices, and evil spirits as
the Christian institution. Yet it lives in spite of error, sin and satan,
and it will live on till its triumphs shall be felt and acknowledged. So
with education, though much abused, it is, of all other subjects, of the
greatest moment o the youth of the land, and regarded in a moral
point of view, it should engross all the energies of manhood and decli-
ning age. Life, indeed, is a school, into which we enter at birth, and
leave, either with houor or disgrace, at death. Thus regarded, educa-
tion comprehends all improvement, physical, intellectual and gpiritual.
There are many forms in which the subject may be profitably examined.
The first point is to ascertain what Aumanidy is, and in illustration of
the subject, we beg leave to quote from a modern T'rench author of no
mean ability. Ie treabs man as a trinity of priuciples:

1st, “ The motive power,” embracing what are termed by metaphy-
sicians, the instincts, or passions, but which are better named #he jflesh,
or animal powers,

2d. “The execulive powers, or facullies” of the mind, by which, we
are to understand, our thinking powers.
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3d, “The governing power, or the will,” that is to say, the power of
directing the fculties.

The author also speaks of acrowning principle nnder the name of
reason, which he defines as the power of comprehension. "We doubt
the propriety of defining reason as comprehension, for strictly speaking,
the mind comprehends little or nothing, in this vast nniverse of the
Almighty.

But if there is any plausible ground for Jouffroy's division of prin-
ciples, we should first of all, contemplate mankind, with reference to
motive power, the passions, feelings, instincts or animal nature, This
subject might be profitably treated under the head of physical education.
On this subject, we have listened to many learned lectnres, and read
not a few essays; and most of them embrace not the whele subject, in
all its length, depth, breadth and fulpess. Most generally, the health
and physical development are alone regarded, when the animal passions
are sadly neglected. The infant first exhibits animal wants, or passions,
and if they are not disciplined and brought under control at an early
age, there is but little hope of ever directing them wisely. Indeed,
the great purpose of edueation and religion, is to enable ns to govern
ourselves, Modern spiritnalism, under the respectableterms of reason,
philosophy and fecling, says substantinlly, give a loose rein to passion,
to animal powers,—*“be true to nature,” and of course disregard all re-
siraints, We apprehend that philosophy is on the decline. On the
famous temple of Apollo was written, “Enow thyself"” which has been
understood for thousands of years to be an admonition, to loek within,
and ascertain what man is capable of achieving. Dut all modern sys-
tems say, ‘“fear not, but as your animal appetites direct, so act; for
you hearken to the voice of God, when you incline to the passions.”
We repeat, the whole abject of the negalive side of educalion and re-
ligion, and we add, the entire purpose of life, i3 to restrain passion,
feeling, impnlses, and the Heshly desires. Happy are they who get the
mastery over themselves. The conquest is greater than that of storm-
ing a castle, or taking a city.

If we are correct in our reflections, education begins with the first
breath we draw, and terminates alone with death. This subject, of all
others, imposes the most important obligations, and promises the high-
est rewards. May we examine it with candor. - T. F.

TWE cannot be too cantious in our words. God always hears, and
he looks not upon sin with the lcast allowance,
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FRANKLIN COLLEGE.

‘We lhave published six numbers of our paper withont the slightest
reference to $he institution which has engrossed our almest undivided
attention for twelve years, in the very prime of our life, and yet; we
call attention to it with considerablo difidence, if not reluctance. So
mueh has been written and said of the mere “whisky shops,” of the.
counfry, under the name of colleges, and such unserupulous means
have been adopted to get patronzge, and perpetuate a miserable exist-
ence, that for several years, we have not felt inclined to mention the
name of Franklin College. Wecan name schools, which have boasted
of having had no ease of discipliue for years as evidence of high merit,
divers students of which have been known to spend months in the
foulest debauchery, without the least notice of the Faculty, and yet by
high souoding werds of self-gratulation, could gain patronage. Such
things have had the effect to almost close our lipy, on the subject of
schools, DBut possibly, we are too radical, and if our readers will bear
with us, we will state a few plain facts and truths regarding Franklin
College, which may perchance, be of value to some of the ambitious
and worthy youths of cur fair land.

Tranklin College was chartered by the Liegislature of Tennessee in
1844, and in 1845 it went into operation with a full Facnlty, and hag
maintained her position to the present, without traveling or visiting
agenis endowment, or any buf internal influence. Neither the breth.
ren or friends haye been annoyed in regard to money to ercct buildings:
pay teachers, buy apparatus, books or lands, and yet few institulions
of* the West have been able to exhibit a larger ligh of gtudents, or grad-
uate more promising classes. We are also happy to know that most of
the young men educated with us, promise much usefulness in the coun-
try.  Our number has varied from 80 to 140 students, and our matric-
ulations have been about 100, and if left to our choice with our present
means of accommodation, we would prefer this number.

Regarding the course of instruction, we know of none mora thorough,
ag proof of which, our finished juniors have mot failed in taking the
seniors place in schools which they have attended. No student thinks
of passing a month, week or day, without the attention of the Faculty,
and we sincerely rejoice to know that our students are nol given to
dissipation. 'We promptly dismiss all thosa we cannot control, and by
this cowrse, we have little or no trouble in the managemwent of the in-
stitution. The students daily read and study the Seriptures with the
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Faculty, and the system works admirably, No course of insiruction
in our judgment, is comparable to it.

These things we have said in justice to ourselves, our students, our
alumnt, and the friends of the College. We wish all schools well, and
i our boasting is vain, we claim the indulgence of our readers, for we
write to gralify no good or bad feeling of our heart, but for the sole
.purpose of speaking the truth, in the love of it. 'We may say more.

T. F.

PREACHING.

In the good providence of God, it has pleased Him to employ men
to preach the word, but why, we ask, are the perishing of earth, who
hear sermons, eloquent and learned, every week, so slow to believe the
word of life? TIs the fault in the message sent, or is it in those who
‘profess to believe and teach the Divine Oracles? Christians are direct-
ed to show themselves Bghts in darkness, and the very salt of the earth.
‘We ask, if il is not possible for us who profess to teach others, to per-
form our work inso slight, Irreverent, and nnsatisfactory a manner,
as to offend the good taste of society, and produce deep prejudico
against the word preached, the church, and all that is dear on earth ?

We are ¢candid in the impression, that there are af least two kinds of
preaching which never fail to do harm. In the first place, many in-
dulge in so bitter a spirit against all who differ from them, that their
etrength is never put forth but in the language and spirit of hatred.
They fail not to disgust, and if the churches refuse to silence such men,
the cause must continue to suffer.

Secondly, all efforts at fine sermons are vain, deceitful, and perni-
eious; but such efforts are pleasing to the fAesh, and worldly men will
freely pay their money for them, There iz a sirong disposition with
persons of unrestrained habits and douhtful morals to ffatter themselves
into opinions favorable to the worst of conduet. Indeed, the flesh al-
ways seeks flattery, and if men who follow their impulses can have ser-
mons which are capable of reconciling them to their own ways, they
will be quite content.

But there is a style of preaching which never fails to find its way to
the heart. Tt consists inspeaking the “truth in the love ofit.” Inthe
days of the apostles Christ was tho theme of every discourse; henco
one 1o less than Paul could exclaim, “But God forbid that T should
glory save in the cross of our Liord Jesus Christ, by whom the world
i3 crucified unfo me and T unto the world” Man must be addressed in
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the awful words of responsibility to benefit him; and whoever preaches
without God, heaven, death, and eternity in view, will likely lull to
sleep, but can have no permanently good effect. Beloved brethren,
who preach the word to a sinful and perishing race, are we in earnest?
Are we, in our discourses, directing our weapons against sin, and ils
direful consequences ?  Are we appealing directly to men on the borders
of an etemal world, with all the love and affectionate warnings in the
word of Ged? May we, Father in heaven, study to “show ourselves
epproved unto God, workmen that need not be ashamed,”

T F

PROGRESS OF REVISION.

Iraffords vs much satisfaction to report favorably in regard to the
revision of the Holy Seriptures. In the United States the work is
progressing  exelusively through the labors of the American Bible
Unicn, and auxiliary societies; and we rejoice to learn that the subject
of revising King James’ version is likely to interest the British Parlin-
ment. A liberal member of that body has given notice of a motion
for a committee to inquire into the expedicney of a revision by au-
thority.

Asg our readers, doubtless, are more concerned in relation to the
prospect of seeing a revised version of the Bible in this couniry, we
#ubmit a synopsis of the Treasurer's Report, and a few items setting
forth the amount of labor performed.

The amount collected from October 1, 1854, to October 1, 18585,
with five thousand one hundred and fifty-nine dollars and thirty-nine
cents in the treasury, was fifty thousand nine hundred and seventy-
eight dollars and three cents. The amount expended was forty-five
thousand six hundred and seventy-four dellars and thirty-cents; and
the balance on hand for the year ending September 30, 1855, is four
thousand nine hundred and three dollars seventy-three cents.

The last six books of the New Testament have been published, also
the Gospel of John, the Epistle to the Ephesians, part of the Gospel
of Matthew, the Acts of the Apostlesis in progress of stereotyping,
the Book of Job is perhaps out by this time, and, indeed, the whole
Bible is under revision, and the world may prepare to examine the re-
sults very soon. T

Gop guards and protects his saints, and it is good to trust him for his
INeTcier.
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN NASHVILLE.

Our personal friends in this vicinity, are fully aware that it is with
extreme reluctance we advert at any time to the sad misfortunes which
have befallen the Church in Nashville. Every reference to the * pas-
tor” who has caused all our troubles, as we stated in a former number,
is adroitly construed into persecution “for righteousness sake.” But
duty to God, to the cause of truth, impels us to give at least a brief
notice of the present position of parties.

From the many enquiries made on the subject, we feel justified, in
the first place, in giving a few statements in regard to the property at
present gecupied by those we regard as the anti-christian party. The
house and lot cost some THIRTY TIHOUSAND DOLLARS, raised mainly by
the brethren and their immediate friends, in subscriptions to a paper
which elearly stated that the building was for * The people known in.
Nashwille as the disciples of Chiist, or Christiuns, and who reqard the
Sacred Seriptures as the only rule of their fuith and practice” The
land on which the house was erected, was purchased in two lots from
two individuals, Mr. James Woods, the owner of one of the lotg, ,
made a deed to the Elders in conformity to the original contract. A
balance of some $3,500 was due to the owner of the other lof, who, as
it was avowed, wished to secure himself sued out a writ of ejectment,
after the house was completed, and as there was no defence offered, the
Judge had no alternative but to crder the Sheriff to re-invest the former
owner by giving him thekey, The impression wassiill on many achristian
mind thatthe deed wonld be made in obedience tothe original contract, up-
on the payment of the amount due. A few weeks since the money was ten-
dered by the brethren, and a deed was demanded ; but it was rejected,
and they were informed that the house was renied for the use of the
mew party, for tha year 18586,

To conclude on this peint; one-half the ground, and of course, one-
half the house belong to the disciples of Christ in Nashville, and the
other half is held by an individual in Nashville, who has the use of
$15,000, wo presume, for between thres and four thousand dollars,
which the brethren owe him, and he prefers letting the new party have
the use of the whole property. The only course is for the brethren to
file a bill for the recovery of their property. We see nothing to pre-
vent guccess.

As to the sirength of parties, we spesk understandingly when we
state that, very few of the' old and reliable brethren at this time, en-
tertain the least [ellowship for the faction claiming “the world” for the
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church. We are happy also to give it as our sincere judgment, thag
very few men of christian piety or moral insight in the community,
now sympathise with the nofed pastor in bis irreligious speculations;
still h and his adherents have possession of the house, and the right-
ful owners will be compelled to bear a grievous wrong, in being de-
prived of their rights, till the majesty of the law shall restore to them
what is really theirs.

‘W hope our brethren at a distance will still bear with vs. It isan
easy matter to direct in reforence to avoiding difficulties, but when in
them, it is often exceedingly troublesome to recover from them. We
beg our brethren to believe we understand ourselves, and we have un-
derstood most thoroughly the difficulties and their cause from the be-
ginning, and we are satisfied that in the main, the brethren here have
been prudent, and firm in the trath. LT

TO THE PATRONS OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE.

DeaR Brrrprey axp Respectep Fainsps: —We send the first
nnmber of volame second to all the patrons of volume [irst, not that
we feel that we hold any under obligations to continue their patronage,
but salely for the purpose of giving all who desire to subscribe for the
second volume the opportunity to do so. If the brethren should not
regard the work as nseful in the cause of truth, and as altogether wor-
thy of their confidence, they shonld not encourage it. Much evil has
already been done by patronizing papers which have worked “ only
evil, and that continually.” As conductors, we neither desire nor an-
ticipate pecuniary gain; but it we can serve our brethren, and espe-
cially the cause we plead, by publishing a Journal exclusively
devoted to the religion of the Bible, we shall rejoice. The second

nninber will be sent to none who do not inform us of their wishes.
Such as are not able to pay the one dollar, shall }aave the work without

charge ; but others w1ll be expected to remit afou* =’ 2 paper,
A convenient plan s, for each brother, sister, friend or enemy, who
wants to subseribe, to enclose o 14 ] celmia ﬂtcr

register the letter, and all will besafe. Tell himthere is Y money w zr?zm,
and Lie will do his duty. To the brethren who have beeo so active in
their ageney, we return our christian acknowledgments, and ask them
to continue their labor of love, The work has so far succeeded we pre-
sume, quite as well as any paper ever published by the brethren, and
we feel encouraged to believe the friends of the enterprise are deter-
mined to make it a useful suxiliary in the canse of truth. Address ei-
ther or both editors, at Franklin College, Tenn, T. FANNING,
W. LIPSCOMB,
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TEACHER'S MEETING.

Many of onrmost expertenced brethren have responded to our sug-
gestion in reference to a preachers, ministers, teachers, elders and
aged men’s meeting, in terms as encouraging as could be asked. Many
say they will attend, it matters not where or when it may be held. Bra,
Joshua K. Speer suggests the Wednesday before the fourth Lord's day
in February, as the time for the first meeting, and Bro. Dr. Richardson,
of Rutherford, intimates that Nashville is the proper place for the first
meeting. Wemost cordially agree with our brethren in regard to both
time and place, and by and with the consent of all with whom we have
conversed, we appoint the Wednesday before the fourth Lord's day in
Feh., 1856, at half past ten o’clock, A. M., as a suitable time, and
Nashville as the place for the first meeting. As o the house to be oe-
cupied and other matters, notice will be given in the Feb, No. Min-
isters, and brethren of experience and wisdom, both old and young,

are respectfully invited (o meet in consultation.
T. FANNING,
V. LIPSCOMB.

A REQUEST.

We especially request the brethren to study carcfully the suhbject of
OFFICERING the congregations. The great matter, we apprehend, isto
determine whether our expediencies or philosophy, shall have a place in
determining such questions, or whether we do really find plain precepts
and examples in the word of God on the subject. TR

TO THE SISTERS.

Tur Church of Christ pre-eminently exalts woman, andl in our feeble
efforts we wish not to forget her trus position before Heaven and earth.
Experience has taught us to believe that women are our best thinkera,
and sure we are they arrive much more readily al correct eonclusions,
involving right and wrong doing, than men. They generally, indeed,
wish to avoid that worldly policy wbich makes men ol stout heart often
stagger, to take a step of doubtful popularity.

But our purpose iz to particulatly invite onr sisters’ attention to the
great themes discussed in the churches. Too often they are requested
1o take no part in the exammation of difficult questions; but as a gen-
eral rule they are most ready to see znd put in pratice truth, We ask
our sisters, therefore, to subunit all their inquiries, and communicate
mosk freely their highest, best, and most pious thoughts through our
ealtimns, A LI 14
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TRAINING.

TFrow the the exceeding importunities of the conductors of schools
to secure friends and pupils, such an ameunt of prejudice has been ex,
cited amongst the brethren, that we have hesitated fo invite attention
to the subject of ¢raining either the young or the old. In this, per-
haps, we have been wrong; for when we abandon a cause in conse-
quence of its abuses, we lay ourselves liable fo close our eyes to every-
thing valuable of earth. Our purpose has been aud i3 to make our
paper useful in the advocacy of correct views of education; and, all
things concurring, we hope to make this a very interesting department
of our lubor. From long experience in the labor of learning and teach-
ing, we flatter ourself that we possess qualifications which will enable
us to impart most imperiant intelligence. At present, however, we
would barely remind the brethren that there are many institutions
amongst us, male and female, which wo regard as worthy of all respect.
After we shall have submitted our general views and plans, we may
notice particular schools. L

LiaverexE, Dec. 27th, 1063,

Bsrremep Brotuers PANNING AND Lizpscoxms: —Since my last to
you, I visited Brawly's Fork, {old Bro. C. Curlee’s earthly home,) and in
conneclion with our devoted Bro. Murfree, held a meeting of 6 days,
17 additions. At Cripple Creek where I labored occasionally since
April, some 15 lave been added. At Millersburg we gained about 15
to the good cause since Sept. 'We have had 12 more additions, (10 of
these at onr meeting at Hbenezer,) to the Rock Spring congregation,
in all at this place 65 thizs year. I visited some other churches of
which mention has already been made in the Acdvocale.

I would do injustice to myself were I not to say that, at all the above
places, I had the aid of brethren in the ministry. And I take great
pleasure in testifying to the zeal and devotion of the brothers and sis-
ters of all the congregations where I bad the honor to preach. Moreover
I never have seen a greater willingness manifested by the brotherhood
generally, to learn more perfecily the will of our Father in Heaven,
and do their duty than ot present,

And now Brotliers in conclusion, let me say in retrospecting the past,
T think we have great reasons to “thank God and take courage.” May
the Llessings of God rest upon the disciples of Christ.

Asever, your Brother in the best of all Jabors on carth,

J. K. SPEER.
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‘Wayxzesnoro, Dec. 9th, 1855.
Dean Brorurr;-—It hag become my painful duty to announce to
you, the death of our much Leloved Brother, J. L. B. Tickens, who
g departed this life the 3d day of this month, and also his sister in the
flesh, and our sister in Christ, Miss Bettie C. Tickens, who fell asleep
in Jesus the 19th day of October last, I wish I was competent to
. write my [eelings in regard to Brother and Sister Pickens. I want
you or Bro. Fanning to write an obitvary for both of them. I know
from their christian walk in lifs they deserve it and I cannot in my
feeble manner of expressing myself, give them justice. They were
. both zealous members of the Christian Chureh, some six or seven
years previous to their final adieu to this wicked world. They died
happy. Dro. Pickens called all Lis friends np to his bedside the eve-
ning before he died, and tock each one’s hand separately, and bid them
_a final farewell, and then with the assistance of his friends, he sung the
gong: “ When I can read my title clear.” They were only sick about
14 days each. .
Bro. Pickens was prineipal teacher at the Male Academy, and Sister
Pickens principal teacher at the Female Academy. DBy attending to
the above request you will confer a special favor on me. T am getting
up a club of new and old subscribers to the Gospel Advoeate. It may
be that I will not send you my list until about the middle of January,
'56. Very respectfully, your Brother in the one Hope,
‘W. H. KIRKPATRICE,

CO-OPERATION IN ARKANSAS,

At a district eo-operation meeting, held at Blue Spring Chureh, In-
dependence Co., Ark., the following churches were repregented : Blue
Spring, Mill Creek, Steep Bank, Stony Point, Liberty and Union,
The meeting was opened with prayer by Bro. Liemmons, who algo acted
as chairman of the meeting. The membership of the churches rep-
resented was 282, and the contributions for evangelizing was $220 15.
_ Brethren Daniel Rose and J. M, Lemmons were chogen to labor ag

evangelists for the ensuing year. The uext meeting was appointed to
be held with church at Steep Bank, in Lawrence Co., on the Saturday
before the second Liord’s day in October, 1856. The brethren were
urged to meet on every Lord’s day and break the loaf as the christians
did anciently, The meeting was adjourned by prayer by Brother
Lemmons. | J. R. Rekves, Sec'y.
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CHURCH NKEWS.,

Bro. W. B. Burditt, writes from T'exas of the date of Nov. 9:

“ BRETHREN ;— Qur co-operation has just closed. It was held in
the town of Lockhardt. There was a large attendance and some three
or four additions. The congregation of Diseiples meeting at Lockhards
numbers about 100,  Bro, Henry Thomas commenced preaching and
organized a congregation with nine or ten members, about fwo years
ago. Brethren 8. B. Giles, and J. R. McCall, also labor in this re-
gion, and I think the cause is prospering.”

We hope Bro. Burditt will act as efficiently for the Advocate as he

has heretofore dons. He has removed from Anstin to Dastrop Co.
W. L.

Bro. Hesley Kelley writes from Falcon, Arkansas:

“ Drerd, FanNing axp Liescoms :—I have been lnboring in the
Lord’s cause about two years, and have preached constantly for about
twelve months, in Columbia, Washita, and Union Counties in Arkansag,
and in Union and Claiborne Parishes, La. During this time filly-three
have been added to the Lord. The prospects are favorable in this
country.”

. We thank Bro. Kelley for his aid to the Gospel Advocate.
X W. L.

A Brother at Cheneyville, Louisiana, writes that, “There are two
congregations—one at Cheneyville and the other at Big Cane—walking
in the ordinznces of the Liord.” Preaching brethren who may pass
through that seetion of the South, will find the brethren liberal, and if
we mistake not, the people disposed to hear. Will Bro, 8. report to
us the number of memhers in each congregation, the order of service,
- &e. DBro. 8. has sent 32 names for the second volume of the Advocate,

Arnerg, Texn., Nov. 23, 1855.
Bao. T. Fanxise :—Dear Sir,—Brother M. Liove, (not Liane 28 pub-
lished in the September number of the “Advacate,”) since my last let-
ter to you, hus removed here, and had anather meeting, at which there
were eleven accessions to the good cause. He is an efficient laborer,
and much devoted fo the cause, and will doubtless do much in building
it up in this section rethren Hendrix, Grisham, and Davis, from

upper East Tenneasee were here, and assisted at the last meeting,
Yours in the good hope,
C. W. METCALFE,
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For the Gospel Advocate.

At a called meeting of the Waynesboro Division, No. 18, Sons of
Temperance, it was announced that our much beloved hrother and 'W.
P. of this Division, John L. B. Pickens, has been removed from amongst
us by death, and carried by angels to the Grand Division of latriarchs
and Saints above, to rest with the Grand Worthy Patriarch of ihe
Universe forever and ever. Therefore he it

fesolved, That in his death the Division has lest o worthy brother
and an efficient officer, and the church a good and faithfulmember ; the
school a finished scholar and beloved teacher, and the community a
noble example of virtue and purity. i

2nd. That the members of the Division tender their heartfelt sym-
pathies to the bereaved family in their greal and irreparable loss.

3d. That this preamble and resolutions be spread in full upon the
Recording Seribe’s book, and that a copy of the same be sent to the
Wayneshore American, the Nashville Christian Advocate, and the
Guspel Advocate for publication, and that the editors be requesied to
send the paper to each one of the bereaved relatives, and farther that
the members of the Division wear the usual badge of mourning for
thirty days. B. L. Dawsox,

Pmin. L. Hexpersow, p Committee,
JoNarTiiay Mogrris.

New Ilore, Tenn, Dec. 7th, 1855.

Brera, Faxxinag axp Livscoun : —TIt becomes my painful duty to
record through the Gospel Advocate, the death of our beloved sister,
Margaret Russell, of Richmond, Tenn.  She entered the kingdom of
Jesus Christ in 1850, and her christian deportment has been such sinoe,
as to command the respect and christian confidence of every lover of
the Liord. Amiable in her disposition, affectionate in the domestic
circle,and courteous to all her associates, she became the pride of society,
and one of its brightest ornaments.  IMer loss is deeply felt and sin-
cerely lamented by her numerous friends and acquaintances, and, in her
death, the church is berefl of one of its most pious members. She
died in the full triumphs of faith, in firm assurance of attaining to ever-
lasting Life.

Y Peaceful be thy eilent slumber,
Peaceful in the grave so low,

Bhe no more shall join our number,
She no more our songd shall know.

“Yetagain we hope to meet her,
When the day of life is fled,

Then in Heaven with joy to greet her,
Where no farewell tear is shed.”

. C. L. RANDOLPH,





