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GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
T. FA~NJNG .AND W. JAl'~COMil, f:tmons. 

VOL. I. NASIIYILLE, SEPTEl\tBl~R, 1855. NO.3. 

l<'Jr.ST PRL"'!CIPT.ES. 
~nntER m. 

liiTnEn'ro Wil hn\·c ILitempteJ to show th:lt man is not Divinity, ~nd 
ia not capa.ule uf ~;piritual solf.go,'ernmcnt. Our argmnont is tl.ll n..:!uJ.ult 
upon the rlatonic <111U Cartesin.n S}leculation recently revi\"ca lty infidel 
the<•logi:ms, who n1aint:1iu tlt~t every human l1r.ing pos,es•es sufficient 
nathre diviJtity for safu l'lpititual guiilsnce. But lun-ing tlms contempla­
ted Lhc sut~cet ncgntivcly, it bc(;ome.'J our cluty to our r<'ll.Ul:rs t.o pre· 
~;cnt it, if vossibl.; in an affirmative form. w () rejoice in tho beliet 

tho.t Ootl is our Crenlur-that we have beeu placed upon thil! earth 
upon a. ~rial of our cunJucL--but as <>ur Sovereign, onr Ounrdinll and 
Guide, our kinil F':.Lhor has left us not to ourselves. 'l'o ho ~nrc he 
lms permitted man to work out nlany inventions, and construct many 
"dstcms which hdd uo water," bnl it bus been for the purpose of 
lc..'\~hlng the "'oriel clerumde.ncc, and especially to satisfy us tha~ we o.re 
not to look witM11., nor iu c!!.ch other's f.1<:cs for spiritual ligh~ but tc 
God nloue, the giver of all good. 

'l'ho great lluc.stiou of om· times pcrt:1.ins to the inspt:l'uti!Y11t nnd lm· 
tlwrily of tho book \\'C cull the Bible, n.ntl we shall therefore lako some 
t•:Lim to state lhc11e poinl.9 in D. clear mnnnor. .A revelation from GoJ 
iUiplics something Ulndo knowu of which we were preciously ignorant, 
o.nd ,,;Lbout wl1id.1 rl'Vclntion we should have rcmB.incJ. profo1mdly ig­
llorant.. For illustration, it js st.1.tecl in thu Dible that ''mnn was maole 
of the dust of the earth., a.nJ God brca~hcll into his nostrj)s the breath 
of life and he heC!lme a living son]." Also, tl1at "woman was made of 
a rib taken from ilie side of man." These we regard as most nnphilo• 
sophical snggeslions, and, intleed, most. unreasonable propositione. The 
imagination of man wns nc>er sufficiontly exlt:l.vags.nt to have arriveJ. 

at sueh oonclusiona, rmdyet we believe them most heartily. B11t upon 
1 
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what ground do we acknowledge their truth? God has given us ahil· 
ity to examine testimony, lmmau and divine, and the monst.rous decla· 
ration that man was made of clay, comes to us in a-voi.ce from l1eaven, 
as a revelation from above, and upon proper examination of the report, 
·we receive it as one of those extraordinary or miraculous truths, wbi.ch 
it is in the power of God alone to communicate. In the Old Testament 
we have 39 books, professedly written by inspired historians, prophets 
aud poets, and in ~he New Testament there al'e 27 books} avowedly 
written by inspired apostles and evangelists. 1'he two J>arts constitute 
the Bible, and all Christian people believe they contain the revelations 

which the Heavenly l!'ather has seen proper to make to the world.­
W e regard tlle book as not partly inspired and partly the work of man. 
To be sure all admit slight interpolations a11d mis-translatious, but as a 
whole, we receive the Bible as bounding the sphere of our spiritual 
knowledge, and as being in fQ.ct the only perfect system of religion in 
existence. 

As to the mannt!l' in which the Father inspireu his servants, we deem 
it important fo make·a few suggestio11~. They wrote not their fce1ings, 
impressions or opinions; and as strange as it m:ty appear, it was not to 
satisfy mo.nkind that they believed wha.t they said, tl10ugh doubtless they 
did so. Hence they never intimated that thay "believed," or thought 
they felt or wet·e satisfied that a. proposition was tl'nc or false. They 
professeu to deal in fa.cts, and found no place for speculation or reason. 
Neither did they imagine themselves under the influence of the spirit-s 
of the dead, or that it was possible for such spirits to give revelnt.ions 
to beings of earth. The idea of inspirati(m, frQm Gene~is to the close 
of revclatio»t is t.hat of a com'lilu.nicat.ion in W17tds by the Holy Sp£rit 
of matters which we could not ha,vo learned othcrwi:Se. Hence the 
prophets declared, ''The word of tl1e IJord came, saying," o1· in wnrds 
which the Spirit enabled them to utter. Jesus Christ said to hisser­
vants, "study not what yon shall say, for it is not you tl1at speak, but 
the Spirit of my Father that speaks in you," or through you, He was 
to be "rnouth and wisdom to thctt•," whicl1 all their adversaries were 
not able to gainsay. A.ntl the Apostle Paul, in speaking of the great 
secret which "eye had not seen," nor "ear he!atd," or hnd "entered into 
the heart of llll\117 " says, "which we make known not in worua of man's 
.wisuom, but words which the Holy Spirit teachetb," "explah1ing spir· 
itual things"-in a good translation, "by SJ;i·ritual ward~." This is our 
meaning of the inspiration of the Bible, a.nd therefore we most certain­
ly regard it as an infallible document. In the words of a liying writer, 
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"Hel'e is the rock of the Christian's fait.h-an inspired communication, 
.an infallible revelatJon. Here is the life and power of the Christian 
ministry-they have a. voice of God to echo, an infallible Cithus sayeth 
lihe Lord" to form the soul of their oratory and the poweP of tl'.eir 
.a.ppeaJs." 

"We must take the Bible, no~ however, :tS the book of Moses, of 
Daniel, of Isaiah, or of Paul, but as tl1e lwok of God. In e>ery line, 
every wor<l, we must see only our Father, hear only our Savior, and 
we should desire uo more to think of l)aul and David, any further than 
their val'ious circumstances and feelings are employed by God for 
illustrating truth, than of the man who printed, hound and sold the 
volume." 

If, tlten, the book of God is inspired, and is a perfect revelation i!l 
l'eference to all matters, subjects a.nd practices, in regard to what it is 
important to have spiritual information, it presents it~elf as a volume of 
transcendently superior anthorit.y to all others, as it is in fact. an .infal· 
liblc directory f1·om earth to l1eavc111 and as containing all we arc able 
to bear in rcga1·d t<> the future. 

Furthermore, if ~<the Scriptures of the Old a.nd New Testa.m en~ 11 in 

Protestant language, cc,.re the ot1ly infallible rule of faith and practice," 
the bare ad10ission that something else is possibly true or necessary, be­
gets, first, doubt iu the mind tonching the inspiratiou and authority of 
the Bible; and pr.~.clically, euervat.es, paralyzes and renders nugatory 

all tl1at is in the volume of iuspira.tion, or that is dear to man as a reli·· 

gious being. 
Concede, though, the point tha;t tho Scriptures are from God, are 

perfect:, and contnin the only a11thorized system of religion, and we 
shall feel prepared and encouraged. in our next to examine the first les-
-sons of tho holy volume. T. F. 

TOUR NORTH. 

W HJo;N we closed our notes on ~ tour South in the August numl1cr 
of the Advocate, we did not so soon anticipate the pleasure of fur­
nishing the render with a few incidents of a trip to the North. Seven 
years ago, a brother in the flesh was taken from his wife and four 
helpless children, in the State of Iown; but b('foro his demise, he rc· 
qucste<l us to iook to the welfa-re of his f:'lmily, with the desire tltat his 
ehild1·en should dwell on "free soiL" With the last request., we were 
not prepared at the time to comply; but, for educational purposes, we 
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brought the little family to Tennessee, and after a sojourn with us for 
several years, the mother and we thought it proper for them to reside 
in a- section better suited to their circnmstances than this. 

HavilJt determined a!! to the course, we left Franklin College on 
'l'hursday, July 12th, at 4 o'clock; .A. M.; und at 5 we took the stage 
at Nashville for Louisville, Ky. The wire bridge on the Cnmherland 
hav:iug recently let throt1gh, at a distance of a hundred feet from the 
water, a wagon and team, with other smaller vehicle.s, we were com· 
pelle<l to cross by means of a slow· fct·ry·boat; but, on leaving Etlge· 
field, opposite the city, we were so delighted at the luxuriant crops 
kindly givcu by our Heavenly Father, that we soon forgot all bridge 
uisastet·s and dry seasons. Fortunately, we had a pleasant company 
a.na a. safe passage to Louisville, a distance of 180 miles, where we 
arrived on Fritlay, the 13th, at 5 P. M., ho.vi.ng made tho trip in 36 
honTa. After tea, we made our '.va.y to the Christians' meetiug·house, 
to witness some of the m:mifestatious of one of the m.ost remarkable 
mee~iugs of 1nodern times. Tho services had been conducted daily for 
nearly tluce months, mail1ly hy Brother ·n. P. Henderson, of Missouri1 

assisted for sevet·al weeks by Brother S. S. Church, of St.. Lonis. 
llrutltcr Church was preaching when we entered, and in a few moments 
we discovered tl1at the leading thought of his discourse was the uuplli· 
losophical characLe.r of the Christian 1·eligion. The object of the 
speaker was to show his audience that nature teaches not spirituality­
that man's reason and philosophy pene~rate not heyop.d tl1e vail, but 
we are exclusively indebted to supernatural light for all correct religious 
knowledge. llrother Church handled the sul~ect in a. 1n:mner ·which 
maue an impression upon Lbc audience mo3t favorable to the Christian 
revelation and the authority of Jesus of Nazareth. At the conclusion 
of the discourse, llrother Henderson gave an exhortation of some 
twenty minutes, which seeu1ed to thrill through the hearts of the peo· 
ple. 'fwo little girls made the good confession; but it may surprise 
our readers to learn that over two hundred persons, gene1·ally of the 
.finest intelligence, were a!lded t.o the Lord during the meetiug, which 
closed about the 1st of August. Many and strange have beeu the 
conJectures as to the secret of success in Louisville. The very eminent 
Doctor S., Secretary of all the missions of the :Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South1 remarketl to u.s that the clergy of the city had ·heen to 
hear "this man llendersoD1" nnd, said he, "we do not think he is >ery 
learned, logical, or rhetorical, a.:nd we are a.t a loss a.s to the secret of 
his success." vVe could but iutimate that there might possibly be .. 
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sometl1ing in the matter of our Brot.her Henderson's discoun;es far 
ahove all the logic auJ rhetoric of the schools, upon which l1feachl'ri! 
are wont to rely for success. The apostles of the Sa.vior ·were neither 
learned nor eloquent~ in the world's opinion, bnt they were men who 
spoke the truth in tlw love of it. Hence their extramdi1wry succea.;. 
Brothe.r IIenc1erson lays. no claim to the gorgeous and chaiT'y elo<p1enco 
for which ignorant ears are ever "itching," but in his plain, fureihlo, 
:mel earnest mnnner1 he clearly sa.tisfie~ his hearers that he belicve.s the 
Gospel which l1e }m.>nchel!. He feels that it rcqt~ires no embelli.,;hmenl:d 
to make it effectual in the salvation of all who receive it. 

']'here is nn immeasurable distance between the word of life (IS set 
forth in the Divine Oracle'l, anrl the light material served up in tht'! 
popular sermons of mod<'rn times. There ia power in the Lord's wonl 
to save all who believe it. 

Succes.<J will always ntt£~nd the preached word, lmt it will bear no 
admixture or dilution. 

If the movement at Louisville shoultl ever become the snhject of 
history, the power of co·ope1·ati1>c eJTort will appear most conspict\OU;;, 
The disciples soo1t becarnc fully alive to tJ1e work, and the ~:eoulnr 

pnpcrs of the city, tbrongh the agency of Brother Doctor '1'. S. n., 
became, for the time, powerful engines for good. But we forbc:tr to 
give details. 

Throo thou!'nnd became obedient to the faith, from a single disconr~e 
uttered by a fisl1enuan of Galilee, and we li\"e in hope tl1c word of the 

Lord will yet llll.ve simihn· effect.s. 
At st. A.M., on Saturday, we stepped npon the steam ferry·hnat 

for Jeffer$ouville, on the Incliann. shore of the Ohio river, from "·hk:h 
point we took the car>: f(tl' Indianapolis, the Capital of the State, lOS 

miles distant, wl1ich we reached :lt lit, A. l\f. To us1 Lhe surfilco of 
the country from J effersom·ille to Iw1ianapulis, was siognlar. \Ve had 
been aecustorue<l to hill;:, valleys, and crookeJ roa!h; but the surfiv:c 
was, most of the l1isbmce: level, and the road direct. For 30 or ,10 
miles after crossing the Ohio, we noticed indications of wJ1at ua.tnral· 
ists call the "Devonian" formation; but ere we were aware of it, all 
the structures-with wl1ich we were fi1miliar in TcmJe:;sec-wm·c 
coYcrecll1y drift of granite bou1tl(!rs, felspn.thic, homLlcntlic, nnd qnnrtr.· 
osc rocks, with a duP. portion of ~:!ales aud liJueatonl:'s, to tlle uepth of 
SQUIC 6 or S teet. The soil upou this drift we founn, iu most part:~ of 
t,hc State, of tnlsutpassing fertility. A more loYdy c.ountr~- we have 
not seen than is foLm•l arounol this beautiful Capital of the Stale. S·::~on 
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after our a.nival, Brother L. H. Jameson, pastor of the .first Clnistfan 
Churcl1, called to see us, and we are happy to bear testimony to hia 
Christiau courtesy during the ten days we remained in the city. '\Vo 
also met Brother J. M. Matbcs, editor of the Christian Record, whom 
we had favorably known. The kindness nmuifested by these brethren, 
in services rendered our widowed sister, especially, will not lJe forgot­
ten; a)ld for them, the Lord doubtless l1as in reserve an appropriate 
reward. Wtl \\·ere also pleased to make the acquaintance of Brotfler 
Jolm O'Kaue, and renew· our M:quaintanc·e with Brother New. They 
are able evangelists. 

We spent two Lord's-Days with the brethren, and gave five addresses 
in regard to the Christian economy. Owing to the superabundauce of 
laborers, in word and teaching, the brethren I1ave two places of wor· 
ship; and we are of the opil1iou that if large congregatiol!S everywhere 
were disposed lo divide their forces, much more might be accomplished. 

TUE NOR'fH·WlcS~'JmN OURIS1'1AN UNIVERSITY. 

We were happy, in company with Drot}Jer Jameson, to visit this 
promising infant institution. It is located If miles from the business 
part. of the city, near the residence of its most efficient friend, Brother 
Ovid Butler, in a very handsca:ue grove; aud judging from the archi­

tectural appearance of t.he left wing, we reg:mled it as tl1e beginning 
of one of the noblest college eclilices in the West. Brothet· Benton is 
at present managing a preparatory school in t,he building, and the 
bretltren think they will be able to open the University duriug tl1e 
approaching autumn or spring. The best success attend their noble 

enterprise. 
YISl'l' TO CA:\tDRIDGE CITY .Um BA.ST GERM,~NTOWN. 

On Monday, July 23d, we hade our friends of Indianapolis adieu, 
and were kindly atte1\deu to the depot by Brother Jameson and Bro­
ther J. :M. Tilford. 

Ha:viug long beard of the profound learning and m.any amia:ble 
qualities of 13rother 8. K. Hoshour, we determined to make :m effort 
to see him; and by means of the steam-cars, we stood at. l1is door, 52 
miles from the Capital of Ia., midw:ty hetween Cambridge City and 
Germantown, ili Wayne County, at 10 A.M. Brother H., we sttp· 
pose, is about 50 years old1 and is noL only a. scholar of no rnean pre· 
tensions, but is emphalically the courteous gentleman, and a dignified 
and highly gifted minister of the word. Should he properly direct his 
great abilities, he will leave his impress upon l1is age and country. 

At 4 P.M., we bade the pleasant family of Drother H. farowell, 

• .)< 

' 
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and started for Cincinnati; and after a dashing pace of 40 miles per 
hour, we found ourself in the "Queen City" at 9 P. M. 

Tuesday, July 2•lth, we spcllt the forenoon with Brotl1ers B. Frank· 
lin and W. ·w. Eaton. Brother Franklin is giving his time and ener­
gies to the ministry of the word, and Brother Eaton is laboring in t:he 
office of the Christi:m Age. Whilst he is proving to the brethren tha.t 
his business qualifications arc superior, we are inclined to the belief, • 
it would be better to give llis j)Owers mainly to the editorial labor. 

In the afteruoou, in company with Brotl1et Franklin, we spent half 
an hour with our venerable brother, Walter Scot~ at the Covington 
College, of which he is at pre~eut proprietor. It is most encouraging 
to witness the increasing confidence of one of nrother Scott's age, 
experience, and labor, in the truth of God. 

At a P. Y.., we left Covington for Le:xington, distant one lmndred 
miles, and a.fter feasting 011r eyes on one of the most prodntt.ive and 
lovely sections of our Father's great dominions, we reached tl1e city at 
8! o'clock. Afler tea, we were a.ttracted to the Christians' meeting· 
house, near our hotel, by the sound of many sweet voices. Some of 
the younger meml)ers of the Ohw·ch were exercising in singing; and 
ou entering, ~we were happy to meet Brother A. B. C. Jones, a gradu· 
ate of Franklin College, who l1as spent the present year as prea<:her 
in t,he congregation a.t Lexington. Although onr hrot11er feels consid· 
erable diffidence on account of his youth, should he devote himself to 
his higl1 calling, we predict for him a most useful career. He presenta 
a remarkable instance, of one so young in years and in tl1e ministry, 
occupying so important a position. 

We spent a. day or two in the city and neighborhood, aml none nf 
our moments were more agreeably bestowed than those spent with our 
students, C. N. Anderson, an honored graduate, and teacher of one of 
tl1e city schools, n.nd Dr. J. J3. Morton, wlw prefers giving himself to a 

business profession. 
Thursday, the 26th, in company with Brother Geo. W. Elly, we 

left Lexington at 2 P. M.; spent a few moments at Midway, and a. slif· 
.ficient time to change cars at Frankfort, and reached Louisville at 7 

P.M. 
Friday, the 27th, at 4 A. :M., we took tl1e stage by Eliz:Lbethtown 

am1 Bowlinggreen for Nashville, and reached home iD health, at ·B P. 
M., S1ttnrday, July 28th, 1855, well repaid for the labor of our journey, 
and with a heart filled with gratitude to God for his fatherly protec· 

tion. T. F. 

-
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CHRIS1'IAN Bl!.iNI'JYOL1l}N0K 
WE arc fully n.ware t.llat nn1ch that is writt1m or spoken at this o.ge, 

'!POD the suhj<Jct of Christian beneYolcnw, is tlte sueercst beggary, and 
is prompted b:r the deepest selfishness. The sole ol~eC't in manyll ppc:J.ls 
to Christians for li!JC~rality, is to forw~nd m1tll~r a-cloak of righieousllf!SS 

some pet scheme or a-~rling plan of pure imli,.idua.l profit. So lUHCh 

)~as this Leon the case, that men Lave become suspicious of n.ll that has 
been writ.Lcn or spoken iu rcgal'd to this dulicate sul>jcct. 

But apurt fi:om all tho abuses which are prn.cliced under t.he g~rb of 
Christian benevolence, the Chtist.ian rcligitm is an institmion of the 
highest :mel dee110St and mightiest benc\olcmce e\·er exhibited on this 
cartll. It was c'st.ablished by tlle God of Heaven in the most merciful 
philanthropy to lo~t sons and daughters of w:mt. In benevolence, 
"Christ who was rich in heaven, yet for our ;;akcs hecame poor, that we 
throngh his poverty migbt.l.te rich." In benc,·olence, Ile traversed in 
sorrow· tliis sinfnl ea,rth, visited its hovels and dens of df'grauation and 
suflcring, offered the balm of health awl l'Onsolation to tho mi~craltle, 
the bwkcn JJCaltcd, tl1e clcgradell aml out-eust. The scenes nt tho tomb 
of Laz:tl'llS, at tho gate of Naiu, in tl\(~ mich~ of the fatnily at Detbnny, 
in tho grnden of Geihsclnane, and on the summit of Calvary, n.nd t.hc 
thousand acts of kindness by which he won for him~elf the tiHe of "the 
friend of publicans and sinners," all stamp thu life of our Savior with 
the impress of the pw:est and highest benevolence ever known among 
men. The deep submission with which l1e says "not my will hut thille 
be donc"-tho nmjcsti~ patience with which, in tl1c agony of <lc·ath, he 
Lore the scoffs of thcirupiow:~ multitude1 am). the tauntR·of the blasphe­
ming prie.st, present to u~ a heucvolcnce lhat hr:aV<Jll and e:1.rlh combined 
cannot. eqnnl. And that he should thns live in suffi-..ring aurl die in igno· 
miny for our sakes, commf.nds to us an example which we alone can 
imitate or approach l>y receiving nncl nnriuriug in our hearts conti11 
\llllly t.he Spitit of our blr.sscd Savior. At IIis feet) wretched, guilly 
nud degracled lnnu:mit.y, of c.-ery tribe and tougue, for more Lhan 
eighlucn hundred years, has poured its faith and lor-e, and has found a 
}lcace which "t.hc world can neither give nor talw away," for the sim­
ple t'easo:\ that he is n kiwl, merciful rmd benevolent Savior. 'l'ltc;;o 
1·i.:h ami Jlriceless token;; of love anti sympathy are the highest mo­
tives to us, brethren and friondJJ in tho kiilgdom of grace, of acti\"e1 

vigorous Cluistian bent:\'o1ence. If the 1•urc aml Heavenly cnmple 
of our S:o.vior, the n.bunclan_t memorials of love anti sorrow which he 
has len. u.<;1 do not guide our hearts in true C'Juistian benevolence and 

.. 
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liberality, tl1en no fictitious ~chemos or extra.vagaut appeals can in ::my 
degree lead lll! lo do our duty. If the remembrance of the love of our 
Savior, the sacrifice of himself for the sins of the wol"ld, of the suffer 
ings and self-tlenials of l1is apostles, is not enough to expand onr 
hearts wit.h feelings of true pl1il11nthxopy, and cause us to willingly con· 
tribute whatcYilr we possll:>S to t.he ca-u::~e of our Master, then wo must 
look for no power on eart.h to do it. If men who profess to believe 

in the words of such a Savior as is oftcrcd to tlJe world hy the gospel 
of God's beloved Sou, have not hearts sufficiently enlarged to cause 

earnest, active and unceasing christian benevolence, they are far, far in­
deed, from the possession cf a spi1-it that can clai!U :my acquaintance 
with tl1at spirit of Love nud Humanity that encircled and animated every 
act of our blessed Srwior. If l;hcre be one sight contemptible iu the 
eyes of a jttst God above all others, it seems to me it must be that of a 
grudging, illiht>ra.l, parsimonious member of God's fold, with nothing of 
a cheerful, willing and thankful liberality, lmt with a meanness of spirit, 

that regards every mite pnt into the treasury of ~he L(ml as so nntch loss. 
Such a SJlirit has but little part m· lot in that hca>enly expansion of 
heart that is the daily joy and life of tho tme servant of our Lord. His 
object is not the honor and glory of God, but the only inducement for 

his prof~ssion is a baso and cowardly fear. Gool has not bestow ell his love 
grudgingly upon us, bnt though we were lost, wretche(l an<l utterly 
hopeless, He has ])Jesscd with 1·iclJeS and abtmdance of heavenly favor 
in the present) am1 invites us to more exalted beatitude by promises and 
hopes of a. bright anolmdiant immortality. Anu shall poor weak man 
endeavor to clJCat the King of Heaven out of tho small service which 
he requires at our 1Janc1R? What has thz8 worn~ of tl.e du.s~ which God 
his :tllakcr c:litl not give l1im? 0 thai he had gratitude enough in l1is 
heart to render to his :M~tker and his Rcdecmel" a. $en·ice of whateYer 
he ha.s received only through the love antl bounty of a 1Jeue.6.ceut Cre-
ator! W. L. 

REPENTANCE. 
IN onr discussion of the great leadi.ug features of Christian ohcdi- • 

ence, the next subject is that of Rt•pentance. Faith is not the only rc· 
quiremcllt made by the Oracles of Heaven of llinful men, in order to 
acct>ptanr.e in Jehovah's sight. Though men, bewilJered "·ith lnunn11 
r;pec!Jlation, antl ha.,ring 111orc regard for human traditions t.b!!n the word 
of Hcaycn, belio\'C in the absmd dogma that m:l.ll is justil1eol by faith 
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alone, no clear awl unprejudiced examination of the Orac-les of Heaven 
cun for a moment sustain such a theory. M:m's llcart i::. made anew­
turned from tlw things of this world to the love of God, by t.he living, 
vital po\..-er of £1.ith in the gospel of the Son of Got1. Bnt withoul, a 
conformiLy of life and action to the staudard of hca.venly e.x,;ellunce, 
oflereu for the redemption and clev11.tion of humanity, th~re can be hut 
little profi~ in the sincerest and most earnest profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ. Repentance toward God is the second requirement made of 
man in order to :m entrance into the fold of Christ, aml a. full partici· 
palion of the joys of Christian life. Man's iufiuelity llas so confused 
and bewilueretl that subject, that a few worcls :ne neces;,ary in onler to 
remove t11e error3 tha.t beset the hearts of the people. Dy long habit:, 
the idea of-repentance ha!! come t.o be associatecl with bodily and men· 
tal agony, suffering, ravings, and doiug of penance as an atonement for 
past ofienccs. Snch a uotion lu1s its founJ~~tion not in the Oracles of 
God, lmt in man's cunning or weaknt!SS. 'While we admit Lllat lhc 
deep<'st and l1lo:;t earnest fl•cling mnst cl!ara.cterizc every Christian act, 
we do not l)clicvc then: is the ~ligl,tcst futmdntion in Heaven's tcao.:hiHg~ 
for the \·ain cxtr.:wagancics which have hecn and are practicetl by the 
men of this day, under the MtllC of rcpeutam:e. 'l'hc c.:~:cilcmcnt~ of 
the monrning hcnch-the long agonies of dclt1<leJ. mortul~, scf~king 
through \'ain lllOitl'llings nnc1 prayers the peace of Heaven, :m: no part 
of tho l'Cpentancc of the gospel, or such as was enjnincd by the delegated 
me~scngcrs of HeaYell. HeJWntancc, t.lwn, mig lit he tile wurk of a mo· 
mcnt. The heart opened by the reception of tl,e gospel, and conquered 
by the glorious and transcendant love of the blessed Savior, might in 
a moment stop short in a career of wickedness and rebellion, and re· 
soh·c t.o change the cutin~ life and t:haractet·. Such a repentance-such 
a dctcrminntion to a life of rightcumme~s, we !.aye presented to us on 
Pentecost. The murdt!t'ers of the SaYior of mankind, con,·ineed by 
the power of the go~pd in the month of Peter, cry ou~ "1\ofen and 
b1·ethreu, what shall we cloT' 'l'hc Apostle ro.>plies, "Rrpcnt and be 
h~ ptir.cd fur tlw r~missiou of sius." It was uot the work of d:~ ys, 
wec.k,;, or nJOnths, hut in a moment-when con\'inced of Heaven's 
Tmth, they resolve helore God and m:m to clmngc fi.·om the <let,d.~; of 
sin to wurl.;:s of rightcommess. Snch a repentance can, it i;; tnw, bo 
tl1e rt.:ault only of tlle decp•~st sorrow and conlril.ion of hc:trt for the 
pasL life of :sinf11lncss and rebellion, hut to spend days and weeks in 
mow·ning rather than hast~.:ning to the pertorlllance of the requirements 
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of our Master, is as senseless as it is disrespectful to the authority of 
High Heaven. 

How· many & deeply penitent soul has thus SO\tgh.t peace with God, 

but by long continued failure has finally been driven in utter despair to 
a. rejection of the whole mercy and gta.ce pf God? It is, indeed, a ~d 
thought that leaders and teachera of the people will still blind their eyes 
to tho truth, and will not let the bright radiance of Heaven illumine 
tllCir hear!.a. That men with tl1e. word of Heaven before them will 
call to the "altar" or "mourner's bench," or send to the solitary grove, 
men and worueu desiring to know the way of salvation, is a delusion 
too gross. for tbe enlightened Protestantism of this a.ge. It may linger 
for a while, hut we believe that the tottering t~bric cannot long 
stancl before the power of God's unimpaired and uncorrupted truth.­
To anxioud enquirers in tl1e Apostolic day, the word of the Lord was 
ever ready, and to all who 1·eceived it ta.ugl1t, the wo.y of s~.lvation with· 
ont any huma.n aid or a1)pliance, more tha!l voices of utterance by 
the accJ·eclited messengers of Heaven. 'l'o the Ethiopian nobleman, 
Philip did not say go to yonder grove and spend long hours in agoni­
zing over your past offence before you arc ready for the reception of 
God's word. Rc spake unto l1im as J1e found him in tl.e proper t1se of 
his mind, umnoved hy ex.tra.vagant am] fictitious excitement, and in 
this stat.e l10 received his teachings, obeyed the commands of hcayen, 
aud went on his way rejoicing. (Acts vii~ 3-i-39.) We fear that 
this plain, direct and simple plan of Philip would be scouted at as 
heretical, by the "ortlwdaxy" of this a.ge. God, however, delights to 

address man in simplicity, but man's prottd, rebellious heart seeks for 
mystery and wonders. ''Tho Jews rccp1ire a sign and the Greeks seek 
afl.er wisdom." and we fear the wo1·ld and the cllurcll are full of boLh 
Jews and Greeb even at this d:ty. But t.here is in a.ll matters of Hea· 
venly obedience and Christia.n life, n simpliciLy 1md unmistakable way 
of truth, to which all ntcn must come, or they are forever bewildered 
beyond all hope. Till tllcy co rue to this, there is little l10pe of benefit 
eveu frO!Jl the plaiucst instructions of the word of God. But when 
they once lay human tradition aside, a.nJ come to the word of Gocl in 
the spirit of earnest enquirers after the way of redemption, the Chart 
of !Ieaveu i.3 perfectly clear and sure. \V. L. 
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CI:TURCR ORGANIZATION. 

UY I'LOER B. FHA .... '\KLIN. 

Fon years we have sensibly felt the nece.<>sity nnd vital importance 
of a full iliscussion among the brethren of the subject of Chnrch organ· 
iza.tion, nntl in commencing the Gospel Advoc~tte we determined to gi,·e 
the mntter much of om attC'ntion. We are })leased that Bro. F1·ank:lin 
has taken it in hntu~ and we especially 1·ecommend a. careful study of 
his positions. If the views submitted arc correct, our brethren ill many 
sections will be compclleu to modi1y their practices. In our recent trav· 
els through Kentucky, and two States north of the Ohio river, we 
1earnerl t.hat the brtHlJrcn 11rc t.:l.king up this discussion in good enrnest, 
and we trust there will he no cessation of effort till we all learn the tmo 
tencl1in~:; of the BiLle on this very important question. T. F. 

''WHO HA'l'H REQUIRED 1'HI8 A'r YOUR HANDS?" 

B1t0 1'HEn F 3.NNING-l\-fy Dear Sir: There are two points now occu· 
pying tHL UJrusnal share of 1he attcntiou of the brethren. They are 
the !i.1l\uwing: 

1. Orrlaiuing meu to preach tlte gospel. 

2. A g~numl au(l perpetual organir.tttion, beyond what is contninetl 
in indi"viduaJ congregations. 

Touching these points, ~ome brethren appear impressed a.ud !lesirous 
to imprc,;s ol11ers witl1 the iclea, that we, as a religions bouy, have a.r· 

rived at. a crisis, anrl th:tt important changes mu:'lt take place, or very 
serious aml <lil':uil"rous results foUO\\', On those point11, I hope we shall 
be extremely cantious how we expcl'imcnt. 

I 

\ 

1. Whcl'£\ in tho New Testament, do we find a1tthority for ordaining ~" 
men to prench the gospel and atlministcr the ordinances of Christ? lt 
is easy to fiud authority for ordnining Bishops aut! Deacons. \Ve c::m 
also soon timl autl1orit.y .fiJr ord:.ining prea.chera-men who hMl been 
preae}wr;; for years, to a ce1·tain mission. But ·wl1ere aulhority is found 
for Ol·claining young mon, who lll:LYc been 1·eading antl ac<tuiriug litera· 
turc with the iulontion of prenohing, as a. ki11d of finishing totlch, or 

oonsummat.ing act, in completing a prca.cl!cr, aut.ltoriziug l1im to preach 
and adtuinister Ch\'istia.u ordiltances, is another t.hingl If any brother 
knows where, in the Chris~ian Scriptnrcs, there !s 11n intimation that 
the ol'l1iumJces of the New Instit,utiun shrul he wl101ly administered by 
preachers, IJi~hops or dcacous, ordained Ol' llllor<laincd, it wonld he a 
very approl'ri:tte time to point it out. Before we slide into the practice 

.. 
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of ordaining yonng men to preach, there are several Lhi~gs that should 
be explicitly understood, such as the following: 

l. Is ordaining the consummating act, in making a preacher 7 If it 
is, we have many old preachers who have nevP.r been thus fiuislted off, 
who have ever been destitute of whatever official grace is imparted in 

tl1is way. 
2. Is it giving these young men authority to prench and administer 

ordinances? If it is, then all who have been preaching and adminis­
tering ordinances without this ceremony, have been doing so wit.hout 
authority, and all they have clone has been unauthorized. 

3. If ordaining gives authority to })ren.chers, &c., this authority, of 
course, must be in those ·who ordain. Where, then, did they get it? 
Not from a succession of ordinations, for there is no such succession. 
Not immediately from heaven, for they nrc not inspired. It is, then 
simply assumed on their part. 

4. Where is there anything in the word of God that we can stand 
upon as authol'ity for such a. practice? If the Lord should say, "Who 
hath required th.is at your hantls?" what answer couhl we give? I 
know of 110 passage that I v.-ould dare to mention as an authority. 

"It is a solemJl and impressive ceren1ony." Yes, so were tunny fasts 

of old solemn, that were clespised of the fJord; and the most solemn 
matter of all is to produce the authority for it. I have more confidence 
in the Lord's ways than iu all the solemn paraue of men; more confi· 
deuce in theN ew Testament than all other authorities, and "-ould ratl1er 
have it on my side than all the world. The weakness of God is stronger 
thall men, and the foolislmcss of God is wiser tl1an ruen, and the sim· 
plicity of the ways and works of God does not suit the pri.de and vanity 
of men under worldly impulses. I am aware that there ~n·e :.twful 
sanctions thrown around the gospel of Christ, to deter men from adding 
to or taking from i~ perverting and handling it deceitfully, but if there 
is one word in it prohibiting any hurn.an being from publishing or pro­
claiming it from the rivers to the ends of t.he eart.h, I kuow not where 
to find it. It is certainly 11ot found in t1Je practice of the first Chris· 
tia.na, ·when "they we.re all sca.tterecl abroad exce}>t the apostles," for 
11 they went everywhere preaching the word." 

2. We can say but a. fe\v words upon the second point, as we intended 
but a short article. I know of no organization beyoud the individual 
congregation, of a pcm.mnent or perpetnal character. The reason mon 
make such lame efforts in .finding some extended system of government 
and combination, is simply that there is no such system as they are 
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looking for in the Rible. <Jesus Christ did not come into this world to 
establish a. kingdom of cle1·gy, in the modern sense of that term, nor o. 
kingdom fur tlw clergy, but to cst!\blish n, kingdom fo'l' himself. lie was 
so dillcrcut from nll tha notious formed of wlmt the :Messiah should 
be by the most distinguishcJ rclig:onists of his times, that they knew 
him not as the ~lcttsia.h at alL His system of government) in its main 
fca.ture=<, precisely opposite to all earthly syst<'ms, is not thought to be 
auequatc at all. The thought of him who is greatest :noong you being 
servant of all, is too humiliating to worldly pride aud ambition. llut, 
however repugnant to our feelings it may he; however humiliating to 
aspirant:> for emulation, power :md authority, t.he kingdom of God is 
not designed for Korldly show, and doel! not govern men by synod10, 
council:<, conferences, nssm11Liics, &c., httt hy the law of t.lw Spirit of 
life, written upon the heart.s of the Enbjc<~ts. 

I am perfectly aware how repngnnnt lo the feelings of some\ men it 
is to ha\'e no infiuenc~, power and anthority, except what tl~eir own 
well known and c:>tablil;lted Christian characters, with their lal•ors, sac· 
rificc!'!, :md integrity to the Lord :'lnd his canse-their own intelligence, 
:>.hility and usefulness will gi\·c thew in the }luhlic e~timation. ll is n. 
shorter road to prominent stations, power a.nd authority to be promoted 
to it in !lome o!licc, though that office is unknown to the New 'l'esta· 
ment, than to obtain it lltrough persevering labors, sacrifices, and de· 
votiuu to the work of the Lord. But, nut llll'thcr to Cl! Leml general 
ollscrvalions, we nmkc the following oLj<:c·tions lo a general :uul}>crpet· 
u.<l organization: 

1. No organization is known to the: New 'l'el;t:lment. cxcer~ tlHl in· 
divi•.lnnl eongreg~tion, of a permanent an•1 perpetual clmr.actcr,­
Chnrchcs co-operated in eonlributing to poor saints aml in eNtain wis· 
sions, but thes.o were hut tempomry arraugeluent.il to meet certain cx­
ig,mcie~, which the disciple<; ha \'e a right l11 m<~kc1 or ~imilar ones, in 
nll age.:; nnd countries. 

~- It is impos::;ihle to form ::mtl carry on :tn organization, indudiug 
all the ch1ldren of God in nll ~·ati~..~n..;;, in one nation or one s~1te, with· 
oat a clast: of officer.; unknown to the 1\ ew '1\•st.:unent. The creation 
of onlccrs not k11own in the law of Gotl, wn~ tliC cstalJlishmenL <,f 
Anti-Christ. 

3. The ~ ew 'f(~stamc11t, and all l1i~tory <lssm·e us tltat bishops awl 
deacm1s were oOicer;; in in•Ji\•iilunl rm1grcgations, nnJ had no subernn· 
tol'ial jurisdictinn bcyoml their lilllitil. 

4. Eva.ngeli,;Ls are puJ,Jic pro~:h~illtCl'il of th!.! word, 'l'hcir Lu.,;ineEs 
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is mainly wilh Lhe world and newly established clmrchcs, either through 
their own or their a.ssociatc3' labors. They arc to prend.1 the gospel to 

the w<•rlJ awl set the young churches iu order. 

5. Evo.ngelisl:'l are so far from having authority over bi3hops, dea.· 
con~:~ and old churches, that they are under them, sent out by them, auJ. 

o:m~'7mble t<> them. 'l'hcy are uo governors of old, ·well cstaiJlishc<l 
churches, long sinee :;et in order, but mailc, :;ent out1 controlled anJ. 

govcrncil by them. 'l'he young com·erl~ made by Lhem arc natu· 

rally aml spiritu.·llly under l11cm, and :>hould be takea cnrc of by them, 
till well established and set in ortler. 

6. '1'he idea that some writers arc giving currency to, that n.n evan· 

gelist is superior to a. hi:!hop, is as un:;;criJ•lllral n.s it is unreasona.ble.­

'l'he expression, "against an cldr:l· rcc.:civc not an accusation/' by 

no means justifies al'l'aigning a. [,islwp before an e\·angclist to try 

him. Eld~:r nnu bi.~'''lj) :\l'C not precisely synonymous tcrms.­
'l'hcrc wcrc senior$-, or elders, in the yoru1g t•hu:rches not ::;et in or· 

dcr, to whom tldcrcnce was to he paid, but 110 Li.;hops. h:vcn the 

apostles, though evangelists, a.nJ. nmch more than evangelist!:', g:.~vc the 

law of Gocl, ani! instructed churches how to act, but a.s:!mncJ. no such 

authority all some speak vf now for evangelists. 

BE~J. FRANKLIN. 

RE}1ISSION OF SI.~S OUT 01•' CllRlS'l'. 

Bos't'ON, 1\"n .. Lr . .nrsox Cor:-;n·, Tenu. 1 
July 18th, 1 S55. f 

DEAR BRurmm l?AxNt:llo-Sceing your rcmarl>s in the firs~ numlJct 
of the Gospd .Auyucate, in rcganl to the brethren refraining from 

semling their Cl)mmuuie~tiom; in con:!equcnce of their lmll orthography, 

ap1tax, etc., anti having your motto beiore me, "Op.:11 columns, cmd free 
discusg1in~ (If all '}Ue.stions ct~lculatcd to adnm.:e tlte .~p/ritual i11ler<!~<ts of 
stJcie!y

1
" I thP- more readily introtlucc ~ ~ul ~cct of cli~t:us . .;ion in the col. 

umns of the Go<>pcl Advocate, whiclL I lhiuk dcs~rve~ altrntion. 
It is now maintained hy some pcn~ons in the Chri:>tian Chnrdt, tha.t 

the sinner iB pardoned and justiticil ant..:cc•l~nt to h<tp~i;:m-lhat the 

faith of A br:th:un is a<:countc(l to hi111 alr;Jll' for rightevusncss, without 

any ol,~dience of faith. Petor commanded the 1•cuple to ,·,pent 
aml U() uaptizetl not fur the retuis:;iou of sins, but hec::t.tt;>O their 

sins were 1orgiYi:ll in th~ 111tntvl al!t of bdic\·ing. raul tultl the Gala.· 
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~ians, as many as hau been hnpiized info J e:;us Christ hud put 1111. C /mid­

that, however, only means thBy haJ 1mt him ull lJ)' the act of faith, an<l 
th:1t they l1au become the cltilJrcn of Abraham antcceuenL to haptism 
uy fitith. 'l'Jt,, \dt<,l~· man has unrlt•l"filllt! a l'hy,;ienl, mr:bpltyo;ic:tl, aml 
philowphi~~al disscctiuH, ano.l it is ascertained that he i~ composeJ of l•ody, 
soul aml :<J>irit! Tlw soul and ~pirit heli:Jn: :!ntl an; liardurwlt ilHlqH.•nt1· 
ently uf tl:c lwu!'.e in \Yhich U.l\ly live I Tltc aLo'l'e notion is nv~ as \I'C 

apprchcucl, p~.;uliar to thi<~ age Ol' any man in it., 1mt wa~ entcrtaiuetl uy 
the Gno~tic philusupht!r:>, :IJiuYarinn.;;. Lmhcrm•~ \V o:;leyan~, :mtl i$ en· 
tcrtainet1 by u. majority of the religioni:;ts of vm age. I am mw thut 
believes the li.no illlo\tlJ be llrawn bet ,,·con Cl1risLi:mity and all spcci<)~ 

tjf skcptidsm, infiddiLy, :mu all seeking after pol''ua.rity, that we may 
know who are on the side uf the S,t,•ior and his te:H.:hiug. 'l'hc 

fililMul can then sec what is t.hcir JuLy. lltavc bccu illllu~;eJ iu part 
to \\·riLe th·~ abuv·e by one who is my seuioto, and whu ft•d;; a dcetJ ano.l 
an abiJing inlcl'cst ill t:he welfare anu pro~perily of the ca.nac of our 
common 1\Iast<::r. 

Ii you think this worth noticing, insert it in the Gv:;pel AJvocate, 
and call fur somu able defender of the ctloJW sy;;teltl, 

Yours in the one lwpe) 
G. W. CO~K 

RE~!.Ht:KS. 

'l'he suggcstiou. that any memhet· of Chri!;'.t's king<lmn :::hould conn. 
tcnancc the speculation, tltat aliem arc forgiven ana ~avcu before t.hey 
take the yoke of our Lord in haptism, is well calcuhtecl to slw'~ tho 
influcnc~.s at "·ork in our skeptiC'al nge. There arc two errors which 
combine to driyc m(!n into su<:h will! condu::;ions. In tl1c fir.st plar.e, 
f.:mcying that they arc gruwi'ng }>hilo:!uphk·nl1 they fingct tl1at the mino.l 
is cunnectcll with tl•c body, or is in (he !c;ost tlcpeno.l0nt upon flc:>hly 
pow·ers for :J.ction; and ::;ccoudly, lta:ring made Lhis a stale of imkpuud· 
ent spirit activity, thu material word, as they denominate the gosp<:1 of 
Christ, loses all its literal !;ignificance, and tho ordinances of Heaven to 
them have no meaning. All speculations have a like origiH. They 
are the out· growth of that anci~nt Epicnrianism, w11ich fed and feasted 
the .flesh in order to give the sonl independent activity. Unt every 
phase of it tcndeu anciently, as it doe<> ut thi;, day, to the subversion uf 
religion and all right rule or good eo1Jo.luct. 'fhcrc is but one stpc 
from the prceinds of belief and Lhe Church of Gotl1 into the Jeep 
:mire of infidelity antl sin, T. F. 
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THE DI.BLE.~NO. I. 
MOST wonderfol book! 'l'he history of God, angel~ and men I Th6 

1nspi:ted history of all nature, of aU mu.ions, and of all religions! The 
divine history of all time and all eternity 1 

T~IE DIVINE lNSI'IUATlON OF TUE BlDL"E. 

A revelation from God to man is pos;no'k, The God of creation can 
be the Gotl of in.-piA·afion.. 'l'ho infim'tc Cfi.D communic.'lte to the fi'nile. 
God is Spin·~ and can reveal himS"df to the sp£r1't of rmm. God is 
luue~ and consequently willing to instruct all dependant intelligence:'!. 
He is infinite in wisdom and power, and, therefore, able to accomplish all 
the dictates of his iniinite wisdom. 

A revelation from God is neccsst~ry to the accolJ!plishment of his be· 
nevoleut designs in c1·eation1 providence and redemption. llla.n, in l1is 
creation, \\'as euJowed with intellectual, moral and religious capacities, 
that c;mnot be developed, cnltivM.cd and perfected without n <liviM 
revelation. Diu nature. perfect tl1e religious capncibies of the E'gyJdian.~, 
.Per,~iams, and Rmnctm 1 Does she now, witll Rll her int.emal and ex· 
terna.lles..,ons, meet the demands uf the religions sense of the Pagan 
world? By all their wisdom, derive<l from nature, and added to a per­
verted, primitive revelation, they "know· not God." \V'1Jerc in all the 
volumes oi nature do we find tho ideas of t--ret1li01~ and 1'mmr,1·tality! 
A.ll nature is full of ge11eratiM and mortality. The Dible, and the Dible 
only, reveals the Creator, the creaticm1 and the irmno·1·tal destiny of man. 
We ha.vc the inteDse desire of immorta1ity, and if the Bible is not from 
Hea.nn, t}lere is no provision in the universe to gratify the snprl'me 
aspiration of human nature. N:tture is t.he history 0f death. The Bi­
ble is the history of lifo. The Hible is the history of revelat1on. Nature 
is the hook of confirmation. 

!! All natu·r~ all nations, ood all 'l'clifiDRs arc monumentnl proofs of lhc 
·fli~1ine t'nspiration of the Bible. 

Infinite wisdom, power and love have connected man with three 
sta.tes or worlds-the natural, the pab~iccil, and the religimLS-and so 
connected the nA .. rratlvc and prophetic l1istories of the Dible ~vith them 
,as to convert them into m.onu;rMntal proofs of iLs divinity! This is the 
wondel'ful work of the Lord our God, and. wisely and benevolently de· 
signed to give to roa.n "the fnl1 measure of faith:'' 

THE NATURAL W'ORLD. 

'I'he Bible assumes the existence cf Gem as a rrimitivc reve)ll.tion, 
and affirr.as the creat£on of the l1eaven and the earth in the biYJt'n11fi11fl. 

2 
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Have we eyes to see? Look at the wonders of creation and behold 

the confirmation of the first divine miracle I God said let there be l·igl!t 
and there was light. In this glol'ious light we can read the sublime 
lessons of confirmation. God spoke again, his Spirit moved on the 
gteat womb of waters:, and the globe wa.'l born of water, word and Spirit. 
'l'hus water hecame the mother of creation, and tho earth, her first born, , 

is to this day full of fleological phenomena indicative of its aqueous ori· 
gin, aud confirmation of the divine history. 

The Bible re.-eals the sublime secret that the families of plants, ani· 
mals and. men came from a created parentage. Do not the waters, the 
earth and the heaven !:!wann wit~1 innumerable attestations of its divine ' 

.'1....... 
truth? Headou could never discover the fact of ()Tiginal families lJy 
cl'eattim. The very best we could do without divine revelat.ion, would 
be to travel back from efTe<:t to 'cause till we became lost and over· 
whelmed with t.he incomprehensible idea of ctffl!al $1/.C.Cessicm and oen· 
erett-i!Ynl But the blessed nib!~ gives the bewildered reason of m:m a 
re.;;ting place ancl safe retreat, "in the beginning of the creation of God.'' 
'l'he sixth day of the creation week came, and man was made in the 
£mage of God. 'l'his intellectual and 1llQral superiority and grandeur, in 
all ages and nations, confirm the c1:owning part of tl1e creation. 

'l'hen the divine Sabbath was bom as the arching, monumental and 
commemorative iustitutiou of all time. Thus one seventh part of all 
time, iu all ages and all. nations, confirms the truth of the div.iue history 
of lhe cmationl This is too grand, sublime and God-like to be the 

work of man's imagination. These Bible truths of creation are the 
ekments of allnatnral mora-l sc:ence. Without them we bavo no be· 
ginning, middle nor end. But when received as firat principles, we 
l1ave a sure and satisfactory basis on which our reason and faith may 
stanJ Lo survey the wonders of creation. 

TUF. POl.lTtCAL WOTILD. 

'l'he .sacred history of the Bible, narrative and prophetic, is so inter· 
woven with the profane history of the world, as to convert all nations, 
ancient and moder11, into monumental proofB of its divine inspi1·Mion. 
The three great divisions of our race, since tl1e days of Noah1 confum 
the inspiring history of Slu:m, li0t11~ and Ja.plzetl~. 

The existence and present coudit.ion of the Arab·ians, Idum~·ans and 
Jews prove the inspiration of the history of Abmha1n. 

The history of the Egyptian.s, Assyrians, Persian.s, Grecicms and Ro· 
mans confirms the inspiration of Mose,s and the Jewish pro])hets. 

'li' 
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The l1istory ancl charMter of all modern nations, Pa:~an, JettJ, .Ma· 
lwmedan and (Jltr-islian, confirm the divine inspiration of 0J1r~l and 
the Apostlu. 

Why aa·e Ohristian nations in advance of Pagan nations? They 
hav~ tl1e Bible, Why jn n. better cond!tion than :Mahomedan nntions? 
'l:h~y have mm·e of the Bible. Why superior to the Jews? The Jews 
receive tile Old 1'estament only-Christians receiYe both the Old and 
New Testanuml. Why are Protesta11t nations superior to Greek a.ncl 
Gttlwlic nat.ions? The latter are involved in the apostacy aud encum· 
hcred with the 1·ubbish of fJrru~£tt:on. The former proclaim, "The Bible, 
and the Bible alone, is the reltgion of Protestants." 

'l'hus God mal<es all natnre and all nations his witne!5Ses to prove the 
ins}lira.tion of the Bible. 

'l'II& UELIGIOUS WOn[J), 

Mau was made to worship. All nations have worshiped, and still 
worship. Religion, then, is a moral necessity and natural propensity 
Qf man. l'he Bible reveals the true religion, and its history is so con· 
nected with all false religions as to convert them into monumental 

proofs of divine inspiration. 

The patr·iarclwl religion was the first divine religion, and Pagam$1n 
is its counterpart. 1'he Sabbath and sacrifice and ct?·cumcisim~ are its 
positive institutions, and world-wide and all-time monumental con· 

finnations. 

The JCW$' rdigi.on. is the second divine religion of the Bible. The 
Pa.'Jsgve:r, the Pentecost, the Jubilee, the Sabbath, the cirr.u.mcisi'tm, t!!e 
6acrijices, ordail1ed by .Moses, a.ud the first apostate state of the .Tewsin 
a.ll nation~ are the typica~ commemorative, and monnmental proofs 
of its divine origih. 

The Ohri.st1'a,;t religion is the last and best religion of Hea>cn. The 
Lf)'fd'$ Day, the Lord's Strppcr, and Bapli.sm, a.re its positive, commem­
orative, aud mouumentrtl proofs of its divinity. 

Now, when we look at Paganism, Mahomcdanism, and: the Greek. 
P&pal and Protestant apostacic.s and heresies, in the divine light of the 
Bible, we are compelled to believe tha.t they arc colmterjeits of the Pa· 
triarchal, Jewish. ancl Cltl'istian institutions, and consequently monu· 
mental proof~ of the inspiration of the Bible. 

Grc~lt and m:.rvelons nre thy works, Oh Lord God Almighty 1 

J. J. TROTT. 
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F<>r the Go-'J)el Adi~oca!e. 

THE ALMOST CHRISTL'\.N. 
11.illmost thou persua(l.e$t me to be a Christian.'' 

Tms is t11e language of King Agrippa, after listeni1,1g to the Apoat.le 
Paul set forth the facts concerning Cl1rist and l1is kindom. When •we 

have given this sentence a second thought, we find it embraces really 
more than we would suppose from a. slight examination. He did not 
say he was almost persuaded to become a religious man, for doubtless 

l1e was already a religionist a.fter the straightest sect--perhaps more 
religious than the apostle, for the a-postle could not have been more 

religious theu tl1a11 he was previous to l1is conversion to the Christian 
religion, and -we must grant Agrippa as much 2eal as the apostle. 
Although the apostle was a strict religionist, in full fellowship with his 

' brethren, anti in full possession of his religion, he informs us that he 
persecuted tl1e Christians even unto death, a.11d still he was not more 
wicked than the majotity of religionists in his day and time. Religion 
was propagated then by the sacrifice of human beings-the orthodox 

denumd as a right was the lifc·blood of the heterodox. Hence we see 
that it did not l'equire a. man to be very pioll!3 to be- religious in the 
days of King Agrippn, and righteousness diu not seem to bt:l a: very 
necessary attribute of religion tl1en, bnt a. form of worship and a strict 
tenacity for that form were tl1e main requisites1 consequently it did not 
requil·e such an eifort to get religion then as it does now. Again, we 

are not to suppose that Agrippa wns ignorant of the rcligion.s that were 
then practiced by Lhe Greeks, Rornn;ns, and Egyptians-he being a 
king, it is but l'easonable toinicr ho was conversant with all these aml 
their superstitious appendages-he had witnessed their tcnJencies and 

results, but when he hea1·d Lhe apostle portray the b-eauties, tbe grandeur 
and the sublimity of the Christian religion, be saw a beauty and a de· 
cided superiority in iL above all other systen1s of religions with which 
he was acquainted, and he confessed to the apostle thaJt he was almost 
persuaded to be a Christian. He desired Lo be somHhiug more than a. 
mere religionist-he wanted that holiness of heart, that love, and that 
purity of motive and thought which was essential to pu~e Christiauity­
he wished to practice a religion that was propagated by love, and not 
by the sword-he wished to adopt the maxim of doing to others as you 

would have them <lo to yon-he saw by this means all could live in 
peace and harmony-in a w.ord1 he wished to be a Christian. 'l'hia 
embraces everything that is pure and holy. Although King Agrippa 

}'" 



Copyright TLCCopyright TLC

• 

TIIE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 85 

wa~ com·iuccd of the Chri~tian rr:ligion, and its ~nperiority OYer the 
iuolatrvus worship of the Grcekil1 Honsans, and ()\'Cil tllC Jcwi$h wor­
ship, owing to its being n~ry nnpol'nlar, anu to the l:1.ct that it :;:ul:j~ct.c•l 
men to ho11.b and impri~onmc11f.'11 l1P. ·was only almo!'t per~hatlcd, and 

not altogctbcr, to he a f'hri.~tia11. D .• \. V. 

'l'lm TTITRD OF ,TQJT)l". 

Mt:l\flxx>n.u:, Tr.xx., ~f:Jy 20, 1855. 
BttOl'ltER FAXXlXG:-Somt:> two yt•ars ago, yon gave a tJj,;,~ourse in 

this pl:tcP1 on the rJ,inlehaptcr of John, which wa~; to tny ~:nlirc sati&· 
faction; l•nt I wish to h:t\'C yon!' cmtcln:;ions ill a furm \Yhich 111:1)' le 
sen·iccal,Je tr1 other.:;, :1s \l'dl a~ my;;df. In your examination, plea~e 

embrace all from the li:t to the 8th \'crse. 
Yuur Rrot.hcr in Chri:;;, 

II. L. W..:\.LLIXG. 

RESl'O:o<l:lE. 

It is prvhalrlo lhew is no pas!'ngc in t.hc DilJie iu r<:'ganl to which 
men have difl'nrc•l, ::mel stiiJ differ, more widely, than thl! first eight 
,·cr;;c;; iu the tltird r.:l1aplt.:r vf ll1c Gn»pcl of Jvhn. \Vhib~ Wl' profc.;:s 
to have ma1lc no rr:mnrkaLlo tliscoverie.-;, we think, upon a careful e:x· 

amination, nw;;t cantlirl pr.r~ous will come to llimilar contlnsions. At 
present we feel no ui:.;p.:>~ition to ofli.•r the render a lcugthy uisscrtation, 
learllt'J eritici:ml,, or ddniletl nrgnnwnts in f:l\·or of o11r con<:ln~ions; 
hnt we wi,h lo ~11l1mi~ the result of our rcnection8, anJ. we ask an un­
prejudiced lu·aring. 

The snl•jP.d is tln! now bh·th-the pa1;.;:age from the worJU into tho 

Chnrd1 (l[ C'llri.~r, or kiugdom of G•Hl. Kotc \\·etl-lhl'tC ar<> uo~ two 
births, our: of' u;rtf,•r, ~lll·l :mothr:r of .<pirit, l:tuglot liy tlH:' S:wior; bnt a 

siugle IJir1h. '\ hieh he ath'lllptc•l to CX}•lain hy a f!e.:;hly l.irth, nn•l 
whid1 h•! J'rv11(•11ll<'<·•l ''vtdUy." Thi;; i:o a hirtl1 hy \\'alcr awl SJ•irit, 

a:~ tmly :mil incvit:d•l.1· as cnry d1iltl iii r1t lht· :<:tiJIC in:;tan& U\>l'll vf 
father :~u•11HOI!Icl', Tt wv11ltl l>{', lo J>ay the lca~t, 1110.:>• mmatnral to 
speak of a l.irth nf f:\ll1cr Ol' mother nlone; all•l h wuuld be CCfHally 
pr"'postercon:> lo speak ,-,f ~ hirt!t of water withont thc; .<pirit, or a birth 
of the spirit withunt the w:>tQI'. Pnrktp,; t!JC confnclctl ana \llllll(!<lllinci 

thcorir:~ ,,f th.: wn.ler·nlnne uirth of the Romnn;;, Ul' ~tti•·it-alouc hinh 
of SO InC o[' the l'rnt• ·~I:> nt..::, h:\1;() :u·b:o·n f'rom a. (itiJnm to uisCO\'Cf tliat 
it is quite a;; c~~r::ntial tn h;t\'C hoth a fi1thcr awl ntttther in religion, :1~ 

to h:\\'C lllCin in t!JC n,·,;h. Goll i;; 'Jilf t:tthcr, autl "Jt•ruiial•!lll"-"rhc 
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free-woman"-"~he Chu1·ch,'' "the briuc, the Lamb's wife-is the mother 
of us all." With these data., we are ready to draw onr conclusions. 
'l.'hc child after lhe flesh, before birtl1, is quickened i11to life, and at the 
mother's delivery, is trulY' and literally born of mother anJ f&ther at 

tl1e same rnolllent. God operates by the spirit in quickening dead sin· 
ners into life. The word of life, given ll)' the spirit in the gospel, is 
the "good seecl of the ktflgdom," sown by the Savior into "honc3t aud 
understanding, or good hea::-ts," and we are, as sinneril, thus quickened, 
or made alive: nrc next buried in the womb of waters, and are for the 
moment as dead to the world as the child before birth, and we come 
forlh children of the lting<lom, and are truly and certainly "born 
agniu"-"bom of the "·ater and of the spirit,'' nncl can, for the first 
time, claim God as our father and the Church as our mother, by a.dop· 
tion. But more on this great truth in religion, we care not at present 

t.o speak. 
Many object to so plnin a. construction, and insist that the St.h verse 

:mthorizcs us to conclude the new lJirth is a profound mystery. If it 
jg a mystery or secret, wl1y speak of it o..t all? No man on earth can 
possibly comprclJClHl mysteries; but what is revealed, helonga to us 
and our children. 

We admit there is :;ome confusion in reading t11e 8th verse; arising, 
as we tl1ink, first, from false views of religion; and secondly, from a 
slight defect in the tnmslation. It must not 1Je forgotten that this is the 
chief verse in the Bible to e.»mblish the dogma. that religion is too great 

a secret for mortals of earth to comprehend. Is not such a conclusion 
strange, in view of the surprise exhibited hy tho Savior at Nicoue­
mus' failure to understand tl!C new birth? Said he, "If I l1ave told 
ycu earthly things and you believ·e not, how sha11 you believe if I tell 
you of l1eavenly things?" But it is still more surprising, that those 
who quote the passage to prove the Spirit''S agency in the new birth is 
an ine~plicablc mystery, do not believe it themselves. They tell us that 
11the Oilerntion of the Spirit in convel'i'iion is. like the mysterious wind 
"ll'hich blows, we know not in what direction, and comes we know no~ 
whence," and contrailict t.lteir theory in the ne:d breath, hy dogmati· 
cally declaring that "the Spit•it of God comes directly from l10uen, and 
goes into their hearts witl1out doubt." AU persons lmow hoth whence 
the wind and Spirit come, and whither Lhcy go. 'I'he ci,i!<] ~ays, ' 1The 
wind is from the North, and blows to the South;" and, vi'te t:er:;a) the 
Christian says, in most perfect confi<leuce, "The Spirit is from God, and 
dwells in my heart." 

.. 
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Dut a plain readin~ of Lhc verse, we conclude, will remove the ap· 
parent difficulty. Alll10ugh we doubt whether our Lord had the iclca 
of wind in his mind, for our present purpose, \\'C do not care whether 
we employ, in the .first of the ve1·sc, the word wind or spin:t. A fair 
transhtion would rea.d tlms: "'l'he Spirit inspires [the wind blows} 
when: he plrase~. and you hear his sound, [voice,] but you cannot sec 
[till hy seeing] whence he comes or whither he goes; so is every one 
quickened by the Spirit." 

NotwiLhstanding we cannot see the working of the Spirit., we under· 
stand most perfectly the m.anner in which he enlightens the world and 
comforts the hearts of the saints. Furthermore, we low1o who arc 
Christian~ by the jhtits which they bear. All who exhibit tl1e "love, 

joy, peace, long·suflcring, gentleness, goodness, meekness, and ndelit.y" 
recommended in tl1e Divine Oracle-s, "are branches" of l;he true spiritu· 
al vine. T. F. 

A RELIGIOUS DISCUSSION'. 
WE arc denrly satisfied that religious discussions, conducted m a 

Christian manner, are attended with the best of consequences; but there 
are so many evils conne.ctcd with most of them, we often tremble to 

l1t'ar of them. We publislt below a brief statement in reference to a 
recet1t discussion at. Alexandria, 'I'cnn., with the hope that t.he example 
of Bro. Sewell may l1ave goou effect upon the brethren. llut few men 
are sufficimltly pious to have anything to do witlt public debate~1 anu 
all men wLo have not control of themselves act wickellly in engaging 
in them: 

~bssns. EoiTons:-The usual monotony of our r1uict little village 
... has recently been broken by a theological discussion between Ji:lder 
'J. L. Sewell, of the Christian Church, ancl Rev. 'l'homas Wainwright, 
of the }{ethodi:~t Church. H commenced on the 17th ult., :md contin· 
ued three days, during which t.ime three prnpositions were discussed, 
embracing Spil'ittlal influence, Pmyer in reference to the unconverted, 
and the Design of Baptism. As is usual in such debates, different opin­
ions prevail in reference to i~ merits. 

I 'fhe 1'001'0 }tlb.ble partiSaTJS C0ffiffiC11Cea boasting befOtC tlJC debate 
commenced-they kept it up while it was in progress, and continue the 
same course still. All of whicl1 is well undcrstootl-iL iil to try to 
bolster up the waning fortunes of a supenmua.tod theology, and to pan· 
der to the incorrigibla bigotry of a very arrogant man. Elder Sewell's 
frienu~ are well satislied with his defense of the truth, and their opin· 
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ion is fo1'tified by the concurrence of many who are of no sec~ and of 
soma who b~long to other denomiuation11, part.tcularly tho Raptists. 

Gcod eflects will doubtless follow this debate .. n \'i'aS conducted wilh· 

out any unpleasant personal collisions between the immccliatc parties, 
which was doubtless. owing la-rgely to the gentlemanly tlcportme11t and 
Christian forbearance of lillder Sewell towards his opponeut. 

Elder Sewell's manner and spirit should be a model in Sitch discus­
siam~. He makcil no prctousions to mucl1 scholarship or great learning; 
he is, bowc...-er, well read in the Scriptures; )u).S had consiucrable expe· 
rience, and is possessed of n. well balanced mind; all of which blended 
together, make him a pointed, n. perspicuous, and a logica1 debater. 

His opponeni. is of very difienmt material-his look is self:hnportaut, 
his maunm· swaggering, auu his pretensions pedantic-while his Ian· 
·gu.aga is inelegant, his ideas muddy, his periods awkward, his general 
arrangement hau, and his theological acquirements very superfidal.­
His bancnncss is but the more manifest in his abortive atLempt'l at ·wit, 
which he abundantly displays towards his ()))}lOnent in the usc of such 
plaulation epithets as the following, "I will trot him through," "I will 
taka oil' his comb and gills," "I will dry up all his pouds and creeks," 
"Face the music," and other phraseology of like coiri. Nutwithsta.nu· 
ing tho fotbitlding sketch above given of one of tlae debaters, tho oc­
casion affurilcd Elder Sewell an excellllllt opportunity of pro:;~nting 
the truth to many who had never heard it before. 

SPEO'rATOR. 
Alexanurin, Tenn., Angnst:, 1855. 

S,U,J>lf1 July 23rd1 1855. 
THg Christian Ch~rches in tho .Mountain District of 'l'enne.\lsee, will 

meet in co-operation in Woodbm:y, Cannon county, Tenn., on li'riday 
hefore t.hc fourth Lord's Day in September next-Bro. Fanning re· 
quested to preacl1 onli'riday., an.d Bro. \V. D. CamCll ou SaLurday.­
All the Churches withitt the hounds of this co-operation are earnestly 
requested to meet us in aonsulta.tion hy seuding dell".gatcs, with letters 
giving uumbcr1 increase, condition and wanl;s of the Clmrch and neigh· 
borbootl, together with the amount they arc. willing to contribute for 
Ev:tngclizing during the year 1856. Brethren, s,hall we not make one 
tmited, carnes~ cffi>rt to do more than we l1ave ever <loue. 1'he cause 
of our Master and the intere~;ts of l1Uma11ity demand it at our hands. 

n y order of the executive committee. 
DAVID LIPSCOMB, Secretary, 

, 
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THE INFLUENCE OF Ji1ARLY TRAINING. 
WE believe that there is no subject of Christian duty of more earnest 

momcn~ or deserving more serious consideration from every follower of 
ou.r Savior, than the subject of early training. 1V e call att.ention to 
the snbject with the sincere hopo tl1at brethren whose age and cxperi· 
ence qualify t.hem for its proper discussion, will give attention to it.­
'\Ve feel co111'ident that the. subject receives no.t tJ1at attention which it 
demands f1·om those who write antl speak on 'the great matters of Chris· 
tian life. Vv e fear the brethren ha vo not yet been roo.lle to feel the 
solemn earnestness and weight of the responsibility in this mattcr.­
Whilc the prccepL of the wise man, "Tmin up a chilli in the way he 
should go, and when he is olll he 'vill not depart from it," and the com· 
mand of tl1e Aj)OBLle, "J!'athers, br,ing np your children in the nurture 
and admonition of th~ Lord," :1re ready upon every flippant tongue, 
still we fear these solemn iujunctions have not sunk very deep7Jy ill to tho 
hearts of the people. 

Either Loth Panl and Solomon were wrong, or the professed Christians 
of t.his day ate sadly recreant to their duty. If there be truth in the 

precept of the wise king of Israel, then would we see the children of 

the servo,nts of Go~. who had been trained in obedience to the com­
mand of Heaven, so soon as they arrive at years of ru:\lurity, showing 
the fruits of the heavenly iJ.1struction imparted to them by submitt.ing 
to the authority of J csns Christ; auil walking in obedience to every 
command of our Savior. ·we believe that the ohild i.nto whose l1eart 
the lessons of wisdom and love contained in tho word of God had been 
instillell in childhood, could not refuse snbmission to the yoke of King 
ImmanueL An irreverent man, or frivolous, light-minded woman, 
shows most clearly that there has been a woJhl neglect of dul;y in early 
years. The fire-side, iusteau of being the ~cene of lessons of gentle· 
R('SS, goodnCils, a.nd piety, has most surely been the place of petty 
strife, idleness, wrangling, :ma parental disobedience; and these arc hut 
bcnring their natural fruils in producing men and women devoid of all 
respect for the authority of Heav:cn, and lttterly nnfit to receive or 
appreciate any of that pure !!piritunlity a.nd heavenly beauty, so char· 
acteristic of the gospel of Gotl's grace. 

\Vhile we have the strongest confidence in the power of the gospel 
to bring all men to Christ, a.ml make them }>Ure !\11(1 holy in life, who 
receive its teachings "into honest and good hcarL.'I1" we must content! 

that the greatest ba1'1'ier tha~ can be ofl'cred to the spreatl of the gospel 
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is that gross ignorance, sensualism, and se1fislmess, which slmt up every 
avenue for tho reception of any thing above the grossest feelings and 
dc;;ires. Wl1ero every tl10ught from the earliest youth has been di­
rected to what is gros::;1y auiu1al, earthly and selfish, wl1at hope can 
there be that this incubus of darkness can be removed, and the light 
of heaven l1ave any e1fect upon the hearrt att<llife? 

Where the childhood has been spent. in the merest t.riflcs and frivolity, 
in waywardness and disregard of all authority, or where nothing but 
plans and schemes of gain, or ambition, have been prcsentecl to the early 
understamling, wo ca.n reasonably expect nothing bnt an after life 
of hat1ghtiness, selfishness, and rebellion against all lacw and au· 
thority in Heaven and on earth. While the truth of Heaven stands 

sure, the child's character is the suresL index of tl1e .fidelity of the pa­
rent, and Lhe influence of the humblest subject of the McssiaMs Jdng· 
dom is fmught witl1 consequences of the greatest ble!!sings or misery. 
While time lasts that inllnence will Lc felt, and the consequences alone 
will be known at the great an<l awful day of reckoning before the Judge 
of Heaven :J.n(l earth. 1'he mother's influence, untold a.nd nnseen 
ns it rua.y be, is beyo11d tlu~.t of the most eloquent proc1aimer oi the 

gospel. The sense of responsibility 1.o a. higher power-the duty of 
respect to snperiors, the les:;on; of justice, peace, ~wisdom anJ love instill­
ed in the l1enrt of the innocent prat.tler by the mot.her's knee, the 1ife 
aJld character of the Redeemer of man unfolded in language of sim· 
plicity to the earliest understanding, will prou~tce in life the richest 
fruits of holiness and Godly devotion, which will hang as clustering 
blessings around the whitening head of agC', and give it.s last d;tys a pu­
rity and sanctity of joy not to be attained by the greatest gahts and 
ho.nors of earth. \V. L. 

Al>OSTOI.IC PREACHING. 
Tim apostles were conlent to tell the world, in plain terms, th?-t he 

who believed should he saYeu, a11d that he who belie,•ed not should be 
damned. And this was the dialect that pierced the lteart) and made 
the hearers c:ry out., ' 'Meu and brethren, what shall we do?'' It 
tickled noL Lhe ear, but sunk iuto the heart; and when tnen came from 
such sermons, they never eommended tho preacher for his t(\lting Yoice, 
or gesture-f-or the fineness of such a simile, or tl1e quaintnes~ of such 
a sentence; but; tltey spoke like men coll!pmred by the overpowering 
f"Orce nnd evidence of the most concerning trnLhs-much in the worr1s 
of' thtl discilJles going to ]~mmaus; "fJi£l nCJt OUY lze1trt bum w;tl.£11 US 
whik lie opened unto us the &riptm·e$'?"-l?JJgers. 

-
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THE CHURCHES IN SUMNER COUNTY, TENN. 

WE had the pleasure of spendi11g a few days with the congregation 
at Hartsville, in- Sumner county, in tl1e month of August, anJ. we arc 
thankful to our ]'ather in Heaven to be ahle to bear testimony to the 
fidelity of the· brothers aud sisters. They have not failed, since t.lle 

planting of the Church, to meet on tho Lord's Day to keep the ordi­
llan.::es. The results are aclmowlcdged by all conversant with their 
history. They are growing in grace and in the knowledge of the trut1l. 
We set in order some ut.l1ings wanting in the Church," aud ordained 
elders and deacons. 'rhere were ten ac1t1itions during our visit. Our 
constant prayer to God is that the beloved disciples may be preserved 
from ham1. -....ve spent the 3rd Lord's Day with th~ brethren in the 
vicinity of Castalian Springs, a.nd we rejoic~ in the uelief that the met't­
ing was not in vain. It perhaps is known to some of our readers, that a. 
very rank weed of infideliLy1 under the name of "freedom," "liberty of 
conscience"-modern Spiritualism- has been growing in that region, 
to the great annoyance of the disciples. Indeed, tl1e difficulties had 
produced a. coldness which had fi)t n10ntl1s stopped the worship of the 
congregation. But the brethren determined to rally upou the declara­

tion, that ''The word of God, ns set forth in the Bible, is Lhe only rule 
of Christian faith and practice." Of course those who troubled tl1e body 
were left without aid, and it would be difficult for us to sec on what terms 
they could Le saved. 'l'hcy pla.ce the Bible on no higher g1·ouncl than 
the pretended revelations of the abandoned Spirit rappers of our coun · 
try, and profess as full fellowship for men wllO regard Jesus Christ as 
a mere man, as those who receive him as the Savior from Heayen. \Ve 
feel omsclf j11stificd in saying, that any pretended Christian act of such 
persons must appc<tr to all good men as most blasphemous. 1V e con· 
:fidently believe the brethren have the cause of t1·uth a.t heart, and that 
the Lord will bless their efforts. T. F. 

ORPHAN SCROOL.f 

llnoTmm Nich Hnck~vorth writes from Dayton, Ala .. , that he will 
soon est.a.hli;;h in the South, an "Or1Jhan Gid's School.'' 1Ve most 
heartily approve of the object, aud we will be glad to give llro. II.'s 

· plans to our readers. W c respectfully suggest., however, that it strikes 

us we shall object to any system~~ s<:J.:?~excludes 
p_hys2'cal indust~m it. T. Ji'. -· ) 
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SUBJECTS SUITABLE Ji'OR DISCUSSION. 
BY m,DJ,l\ W..\.Dg l)ARIU:1''r. 

Brother Darl'ctt writes umler date of July 16th, 18551 to the Eclitort~, 
in regard to what he thinks most needed in his section. "First,'' he 
says, 11we want a few articles on Fiist Principles--aecondly, a few 
011 Ot>.cn Communion-and thirdly, a few articles on Family Cui· 
ture." He adds, "Some o.f our preachers have insisted a.ud mged on 
Pedobaptists to commune with us, and. these sa,me preachers have com· 
muned with Pedobnptists, and ba,•e influenced othel'S to do so." 

The subjccls suggested by Bro. Barrett for discussion, we not only 
deem appropriate, but. "First Principles and Family Culture" we rc· 
gal'd as most impol'tant for the people in whose service we arc engaged, 
As time ancl opportunity permit, the results of our reading, observa-tions 
and reflections upon these topics will nppear in our pages. At the 
intimation of what is usually termecl "l?ree Communion," we confess 
surprise. The words imply commnnion withont limits or restrictions­
a communion to which all men, irrespective of cl1aracter, are invited. 
Such an idea is a pl~in admission Lhat ti,crc is no cmmnnuion in the 
Church of Christ. Tho Lord's table belongs to the Lord's house, is 
consecrated for the Lord's people, and no Christian can go out of tho 
Churclt to commemorate the Lord's death, anJ it is very gross profanity 
for persona who have not yielded themsolve1;11 heart, soul and body, to 
the authority of the Prince of Peace, to partake of the breat1 aml tho 
wine, or to invite others to do so. 8ucl1 as havo believed with all the 
heart on the S~vior, repented of their sius, "pnt on Christ" iu haptisn1, 
are exltorted to "examine themseh-e:s and so partake," but no others. 

Et.K BrnGI~, Giles County, Tenn.} 
Monday morning, July 16, 1855. 

D&An B:rtEniREN FA:xNING ,\xl> LrrscO:\TU:-Yeslerday wns Jny 
regular time of preaching at Lynnville. In the close of the meeting 
three persons came forward, confesst-d their f:1.ith, and were immersed 
the same evening. Prospect gooc1 fot· more adtlitions at that place. 

Your brolher in expectation and strong hope of a better day, 
-ytr ADE .BARRE'l'T. 

-------------------------
CO-OPERA.'riON MEETING IN GEORGIA. 

BnOTJIEU P. F'. Lamar, of Griffin, Georgia,, requesl.s us to say that • 
'"l'he Georgia State co-operation meeting will be held in Clark county, 
Ga., commencing on Thursday befot·e the 2nd Lol'd's Day in Oclober1 

1855, All who can, are invited to attend,'' ' 

~ 

•• 

. ,. 

,. 

., 
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CORRESPONDENTS. 
WE arc very l1appy in being prepared to lay before our readetll, in 

the present number, many encouraging suggestions from our friends. 

Elder JAMES Emu:.tN'DS1 of Louisville, Ky., Corresponding Secretary 
of "'l'l1e 1lible Revision Association," writes: 

"We hs.ve had the pleasure of looking over your monthly, and we 
are much pleased with it:, and wish it success. We desit'C au excha.nge, 
and our annual and semi·annnal 'reports, Dible Union Reporter, speci· 
mens of the work of Revision, and all other documents on Revision, 
will be fonmrded to you from this office." 

Brother Jos~PII D. DA.Rnow, of Valley Forge, Jasper County, Mo.1 

writes: 
'I! have been preaching in this county o.bout twenty-one months, and 

the labor lns resulted in 80 additions to the Church, and prospects are 
good for mauy more." 

1'he brethren of 'l'imnessec· will rejoice in Brother D.'s succcs;;. 
1'. li'. 

Eldet· J.\m:s HoLltEB writes; Aug. 15th: 
' 1BnoTru.;n :E'aN.NJXG :-During the montl1 of July, I labored in 

Obion, with Brother Banton, and had some good meetings. I returned 

to Gibsoil and commenced a meeting the 5th Lm·d's·Day, :mel inJ· 
mHrsed ten, and the brethren constitute<! witl1 32 members. Brother 
Ba.nton gained 12 at Libe'rt.y Grove the lst Loni's·Day in Angust. 

We commenced at Mason's Grovli'1 Friday the lOth, altd have had one 
immersion. Brothers IlicGwin an<l Bunton are ·with me." 

Elder JESSI-; L: SEwEI.t.1 of Putnam County, Tenn., writes, August 
'lth: 

"I have recently immersed seven persons, on a profession of tllcir 

faith, iD Jackson County, Tcnu.'1 

Elder W ADI•1 BARRETT, in a letter of the 29th of July, Hays: 
"On yesterday, Brother J. Hootau and I closed a meeting at Ro• 

berl.sou's l!"'01·k, with fifteen addi~ious. We greatly need preachers who 
nrc ir1telhgent, tnild, and uncomJn'olmsing, and who will preach the 
Gospel to a. dying world because tl1ey love God and their fellow-men, 
amlnot for Lhe loaves and fishes." Sec John vi. 26, 271 and 66-69. 

A goou suggestion this, If we receive full wa.glis in. the worlil, by 
means of salaries, is it not possible our reward will not be very desira· 
ble in tl1e future state? Men who love the truth,. and preach it in the 
love of it, the Ljrd will support, T. F. 
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"CoTTON·GIN PonT, August 1st. 
"BltO'I'UEJ\ FANNING:-! have been at this pl11ce preaching several 

days, and I find the church here, and in many IJ}aces, in a disorgnni~ed 
condition. W. H. HOOKER." 

R~;~tAUKs.-It will always be the condition of such as attempt to 
feed on se1·mons, instead of performing the service which the Head of 
the Cllw·ch has ordained for the spiritual growth of his people. 

T. F. 

"W ATNESBOR01
, August 11, 1855. 

11 BELOVED BnErnnRN:-Your soul·stirriug .A.d,·ocate is the very 
thing. I have been wauti.ng to sec it for a long time, and, by the grace 
of God, I will tlo what I can to circulate it in this section. 

"Some of the persons whose names I send you, arc Cmnbcrland 
Presbyterians, others are members of the old Baptist Church, aud 

others are men of the wor!cl. The brethren generally want the paper. 
"W. H. KIRKPATRICK." 

QUERIES IN REGARD TO PAYING PRJi~ACFIERS. 
nY. N. IIAOKWOJl'rli. 

J1ROs. F ANNI!:G ..6.XD r,u•sooMn-How would it answer to enter into 
resolutions to this effect, via: 

1st. 'l'o })ay a preacher with a fmnily, $500 per annum for hisser· 
vices? 

2d. To pay a. single n1an $3001 
3d. 'l'o pay a stationed }>reacher just in proportion to his merits? 

N.H. 

Asaw&n.-If we have no laws on the subject of supporting minis• 
te.rs, I suppose it would answer "vety well to make la:ws for the regulation 
of all such matters by rel!olvcs. I most respectfully ask Bwther Hack· 
worth, anJ all oth(ns concerned, if the Lon1 has given no rule of action 
ou this mattm·? It is most probable the whole "hirelings.yslem"is jnst 
upon the borders of a. thorough examination. All men who "labor in 

word and teaching"-indeed, in. eve1·y department in religion, or in the 
world, should receive acc01·ding to tlteir labor aml real merits; hut we 
question very much if the system adopted by m_any, to "hire out the 
service" whic;h God has ordained for their spiritual hcaltl11 to salaried 
clergymen, does not prove rui1•ous wherever attcmptetl. The times de· 
tnand au e.xamination of this subject. \Ve nsk Bro. HackworLh

1 
and 

the brethren generally, to send us their views. 'l'. 1!', 

. •• 

• 

. .,. . 
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THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

THE brethren and friends have most cordially welcomed the Advo· 

cat~ in every section of onr great country from which we have heard. 

They have our most siucere thanks, \Ve are more tha.u satisfied the 

disciples ba.vc a zeal for God accordi:lg to knowledge, and we trust iu 

God we shall still be enabled to deserve their confidence. T. F. 

REVIEWS . 

..it. V AUIOl7S books and publications ha.vc been received, but which, for 

... 

... 

want of space, cannot be noticed in the present number. In due time 

they shall all have attention. T. F. 

S'fA.TE MEETING. 
TnE Clirist.iau :mvangclizit~g Association of Tennessee will hold its 

next annual meeting with the Church of Christ at Phila.delphia, near 

Hicko1·y Creek, in Warren Couuty, commencing on Wedncs®y (tlie 

19th) before the 3rd Lord.'s Day in October. 

Dy a resolution}>assed a~ t.he lll.:St meetitlg, the following brethren 

were invited to addrass the Association: 

Elder T. Ii'11nning, on the Refurmation. 

II vV aue Barrett, 011 Love. 

" \V. D. Carnes, on Christian Unipn. 

" J. K. Spear, on Prayer. • " J. J. Trott, ou the Authority of Churches. 

It is earnestly requested and urged upon the Churches and brethren 
throughout the State, to take an interest il1 this meeting and see that 
tht>y arc represented. We are confident that mucll goou will resul~ from 
the brethren meeting nnd conferring togetlwr in a spirit of love and 
encoura.gemeut, regarding the interests of .Messiah's Kingdom. 'l'he 
great questions of the conversion of the worTcl, the Spiritual health and 
wellare of tlte people of God, aud the ndvancement or the Kingdom of 
our Lord, a.Tc of comm011 and equal interest to every follower of onr 
Savior. Many indica Lions at }Jtesent lead us to hope for a brighter and 
more prosperous d;\y for the cause of our Redeemer in the ltmtl . 

• 
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Beloved brothren1 let us awake to a. full sense of our duties to God 
and to the world. 

W. LIPSCOMB, Secret3ry 
of the C. E. A. of Tenn. 

Jur.y 28m, 1855. 
Bno. F" NNING-I received the first number of the "Gospel Advo· 

cate,'' a.nd I hope it will prove to me ~ plensant and inslructive com· 
panion. I have been wishing for something of the kinil for a long 
time. It is not often I eujoy tl1e pleasure of meeting wit}! a congreg-A· 
tion of disc,iples. Hence, with me, the necessiL'Y of the "Gospel Ad· 
vocate" to cheer amid crooked anti perverse doctrines. 

1Ne have three congregations of brethren 'in Dyor county, but I live 
eigh~ miles distant from t;he nearest. Recently we otganized in Dyers• 
burg with only eight or ten members. ·we tl10ught these would be a. 
nucleus around which otllCI'S might be gathered. Bro. Banta.n prom• 
iscs to preach for us once every month. He is quite an intelligent , 
minister, and is listenl:ld to with much respect and a.tt.ention by the citi· 
v.ens of the village and vicinity. Ilis Christian <leportment and social 
qualities comm~lllC1 their respecl;, aud even Lheir aEeotion. Thore is a. 
fair prospect to do good, though as yet there l1ave been no additions. 

n. W. L,AUDEIW.A.LE. 

OBI'l'UARIES. 

Departed this life, a .t Mason's Gl'ove, Madison County, Tenn., July 
21st, 1855, RoxANA .A., daughter of Rol.Jert and Frances Billingsley, 
aged seven years and ten mo~ths. 

We would be gratified to pul;lisb the lines written by the affiictetl 
mother, btlt we lack space. T. ]'. 

ELK RIDG-E, T.eNN., Aug. 91.111 l 855. 

Dl~AR Bao. l~.ANNING-Witll a sad heart and WCCJ>ing eyes, r lll~Ve 
seated myself to jnform you of the death of my daughter, Lt•oJNDA 
C.At~OJ.INE MoonlilJ who departed this life on Lord's Day the 5th iust.1 

after a severe illness vf. nearly five weeks. She has left a disconsoh\te 
husbantl and four motherless children. She was nearly 29 years of age, 
hut wl1en seveuteen she bowed to the authority of the Lord, and al• 
though she has le.ll; us, wo sorrow not as tlwse who lmve no hope. 

\VADE BARRE'l'T. 

1 ._ 




