L e A
A oy
- o= A
b -
g aret el = {
¥ :

N
— -“-—e.r

5 o -_‘J‘qm. Mnadh..e 3 e
e ' . - Taea }

B P

¥ .
_'DL-'
P







GOSPEL ADVOCATE.

T. FANNING AND W, LIPSCOMB, Evrons.

VOL. L NASHVILLE, SEPTEMBER, 1855. NO. 3.

FIRST PRINCIPLES.
NUMBER I,

HitnesTo we have attempted to show that man is not Divinity, and
is not eapable of spiritual selfgovernment.  Qur argument i an naseult
upon the Platonic and Cartesinn speevlation recently revived by infidel
theologiang, who maintain that every human being pessesses sufficient
native divinity for sefe spiritual guidance. But baving thus contempla-
ted Lhe subject negatively, it becomes our duty to our readers to pre-
sent ity if possible, in an alfirmative form, We rejoice in the beliet
that God iz our Creatlor—that we have been placed upon this earth
upon o trial of our conducl—Dbut as our Sovereign, our Guardian and
Guide, our kind Father has left us not to ourselves. To be sure he
has pormitted man to work out many inventions, and construct many
“gisterns which hold no water,”” bol it has been for the purpose of
teaching the world dependence, and espeeially to satisfy ns that we are
not to look withix, nor in each other’s faces for spiritual lizht, but to
God alons, the giver of all good.

The great question of our times pertains to the inspirabion and au-
thority of the book we call the Bible, and we shell therefore tuke some
pains to state these points in a clear manner. A revelation from God
implies something wade known of which we were previously ignorant,
and without which revelstion we should have remeined profoimdly ig-
notant.  For illustration, it is stated in tha Bible that "mon was made
of the dust of the earth, and God breathed into his nosirils the breath
of lifs and ke became a living sonl.”  Alse, that “woman was made of
a rib taken from the side of man.” These we regard as most nnphilc.
sophical snggestions, and, indeed, most unreasonable prapositions. The
imagination of man was never sufficiontly extravagant to have arrived
at such conclusiong, nnld yet we believe them most heartily, But upon
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what ground do we acknowledge their truth? CGtod has given us abil-
ity to examine testimony, human and divine, and the monstrous decla-
ration that man was made of ¢lay, comes to us in a volce from heaven,
as a revelation from above, and upon proper examination of the report,
we receive it as one of those extraordinary or miraculous truths, which
it is in the power of God alone to commuuicate. In the Old Testament
we have 39 books, professedly written by inspired historians, prophets
aud poets, and in the New Testament there are 27 books, avowedly
written by inspired apostles and evangelists. The two parts constitute
the Bible, and all Christian people believe they contain the revelations
which the Heavenly Father has seen proper to make to the world—
‘We regard the book asnot partly inspired and parily the work of man,
To be sure all admit slight interpolations and mis-translatious, but as a
whole, we receive the Bible as bounding the sphere of our spiritual
knowledge, and as being in fact the only perfect system of religion in
existence.

As to the manner in which the Father ingpired his servants, we deem
it important to make a few suggesiions. They wrote not their feelings,
impressions or opinions; and as strange ag it may appear, it was not to
satisfy monkind that they delieved what they said, though doubtless they
did so. Hence they never intimated that they “believed,” or thought
they felt or were satisfied that a proposition was true or false. They
professed to deal in fucts, and found no place for speculation or reagon.
Neither did they imagine themselves under the influence of the spirits
of the dead, or that it was possible for such spirits to give revelations
to beings of earth. The idea of inspiration, from Genesis to the close
of revelation, is that of a communication in words by the Holy Spirst
of matters which we could not have learned otherwise. Hence the
prophets declared, ““The word of the Lord came, saying,” or in words
which the Spirit enabled them to utter. Jesus Christ said to his ser-
vants, “study not what yon shall say, for it is not you that speak, but
the Spirit of my Father that speaks in you,” or through you, He was
to be “mouth and wiadom to them,” which all their adversaries were
not able to gainsay, And the Apostle Paul, in speaking of the preat
secret which ‘“eye had not seen,” nor “ear heard,” or had “entered into
the heart of man,” says, “which we make known not in words of man’s
wisdom, but words which the Holy Spirit teacheth,” “explaining spir-
itual things"—in a good translation, **by spiritual words.” This is our
meaning of the inapiration of the Bible, and therefore we most certain-
Jy regard it as an infallible document. Inthe words of a living writer,
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“Here is the rock of the Christian’s faith—an inspired communication,
an infallible revelation. Here is the life and power of the Christian
ministry—they have a voice of God to echo, an infallible *thus sayeth
the Lord” to form the soul of their oratory and the powes of their
appeals.”

“We must take the Bible, not, however, as the book of Moses, of
Danmtel, of Isaiah, or of Paul, but as the book of Ged. In every line,
every word, we must see only our Father, hear only our Savior, and
we should desire no more to think of Paul and David, any further than
their varions circumstances and feelings are employed by God for
illustrating truth, than of the man who printed, bound and sold the
volume,"” i .

If, then, the book of God is inspired, and is a perfect revelation in
reference to all matters, subjects and practices, in regard to what it is
important to have spiritual information, it presents itzelf ag a volume of
transcendently superior anthority to all others, as if is in fact an infal-
lible directory from earth to heaven, and as coutaining all we are able
to bdar in regard to the future,

Furthermore, if “the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament,” in
Protestant language, “are the only infallible rule of faith and practice,”
the bare adinission that something else is possibly true or necessary, be-
gets, first, doubt in the mind tonching the inspiration and authority of
the Bible; and practically, enervates, paralyzes and renders nugatory
all that is in the volume of inspiration, or that is dear to man as a reli--
gious being,

Concede, though, the point that the Secriptures are from God, are
perfect, and contain the only authorized system of religion, and we
shall feel prepared and encouraged. in our next to examine the first les-
zons of the holy volume. 8 )

TOUR NORTH.

WaHEN we closed our notes on a tour South in the August number
of the Advocate, we did not so soon anticipate the pleasure of fur-
nishing the reader with a few incidents of a trip to the North, Seven
years ago, a brother in the flesh was taken from his wife and four
helpless children, in the State of Town; Lut before his demise, he re-
quested us to look to the welfare of his family, with the desire that his
children should dwell on *free soil.” With the last request, we were
not prepared at the time to comply; but, for educational purposes, we
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brought the Little family to Tennessee, and afier a sojourn with us for
several years, the mother and we thought it proper for them to reside
in a section better suited to their cirenmstances than this.

Iavime determined as to the counrse, we left Franklin College on
Thureday, July 12th, at 4 o'clock, A. M.; and at 5 we took the stage
at Nashville for Louisville, Ky. The wire bridge on the Cumberland
having recently let through, at a distance of a hundred feet from the
water, 8 wagon and team, with other smaller vehicles, we were com-
pelled to cross by means of a slow ferry-boat; but, on leaving Edge-
field, opposite the city, we were so delighted at the luxuriant crops
kindly given by our Heavenly Father, that we soon forgot all bridge
disasters and dry seasons. Tlortunately, we had a pleasant company
and & safe passage to Lomsville, a distance of 180 miles, where we
arrived on Friday, the 13th, at 5 P. M., having made the trip in 36
houra. After tea, we made our way to the Christiang’ meeting-house,
to witness some of the manifestations of one of the most remarkable
meetings of modern times. The services had been conducted daily for
nearly three months, mainly by Brother D. P. Henderson, of Missouri,
assisted for several weeks by Brother 5. 8. Church, of St. Louis.
Brother Church was preaching when we entered, and in a few moments
we discovered that the leading thought of his discourse was the unphi-
losophical character of the Christian religion. The object of the
speaker was to show his audience that nature teaches not spirituality—
that man’s reason and philosophy penetrate not heyopd the wvail, but
we are exclusively indebted to supernatural light for all correct religious
knowledge. DBrother Church handled the subject in a manner which
made an impression upon the audience most favorable to the Christian
revelalion and the authority of Jesus of Nazareth. At the conclusion
of the discourse, Brother Henderson gave an exhortation of =ome
twenty minutes, which seemed to thrill through the hearts of the peo-
ple. 'Two little girls made the good confession; but it may surprise
our readers to learn that over two hundred persons, generally ol the
finest intelligence, were added fo the Lord during the meefing, which
closed about the 1st of August. Many and strange have been the
conjectures as to the secref of success in Liouisville. 'The very eminent
Doctor 8., Secretary of all the missions of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, remarked to us that the clergy of the city had heen to
hear “this man Henderson,” and, said he, “we do not think he is very
learned, logical, or rhetorical, and we are at a loss as to the secret of
his successe.” We could but intimate that there might possibly be
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something in the matter of our Brother Henderson’s discourses far
above all the logic and rhetoric of the schools, upen which preachers
are woni to rely for success. The apostles of the Savior were neither
learned mnor eloquent, in the world's epinion, but they were men who
spoke the truth in the love of it. Henee their extraordinary success.
Brother Henderson lays no claim to the gorgeous and chafly dloquence
for which ignorant ears are ever ‘‘ifehing,” but i his plain, foreible,
and earnest manner, he clearly satisfies lis hearers that he lelieves the
. Gospel which he preaches. He feels that it requires no embellishments
to make it effectual in the salvation of all who receive it,

There is an immeasurable distance between the word of life as set
forth in the Divine Oracles, and the light material served wp in the
popular sermons of modern timea. There ia power in the Lord’s word
to save all who believe it.

Success will always attend the preached word, but it will bear no
admixture or dilntion.

If the movement at Louisville should ever become the snhject of
history, the power of co-gperatéve effort will appear most conspicuous,
The disciples soon became fully alive to the worl, and the secular
papers of the eity, throngh the agency of Brother Doctor T. 5. B,
became, for the time, powerful engines for good. DBut we forbear to
give details.

Three thonsand became obedient to the faith, from o single disconrse
uttered by a fisherman of Galilee, and we live in hope the word of the
Lord will yet have similar effects.

At 64, A. M., on Saturday, wo stepped upon the steam ferry-boat
for Jeffersonville, on the Indiana shore of the Chio river, from which
point we toek the cars for Indianapolis, the Capital of the State, 108
miles distant, which we reached at 113, A. M. To us, the surfrec of
the country from Jeffersonville to Indianapolis, was singnlar, We had
been accustomed fo hills, valleys, and crooked roads: but the surface
was, most of the distance, level, and the road direct. For 30 or 40
miles afier crossing the Ohlo, we noticed indications of what vatural-
ists call the “Devonian” fornation; but ere we were aware of if, all
the strucfures—with which we were familiar in Tennessse—wore
covered by drift of granite boulders, {elspathic, hornllendic, and guartz-
ose rocks, with a due portion of slates and limestones, to the depth of
gome 6 or § feet. The seil upon this drift we found, in most parts of
the State, of unsurpassing fertility. A more lovely country we have
nof seen than is found around this beautiful Capital of the Stale, Soon
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after onr arrival, Brother L. H. Jameson, pastor of the first Christian
Church, ealled to see us, and we are happy to bear testimony to his
Christian courtesy during the ten days we remained in the city. Wo
also met Brother J. M. Mathes, editor of the Christian Record, whom
we had favorably known. The kindness manifested by these brethren,
in services rendered our widowed sister, especially, will not he forgot-
ten; and for them, the Lord doubtless has in reserve an appropriate
reward. We were also pleased to make the acquaintance of Brother
John O'Kane, and renew our acquaintance with Brother New. They
are able evangelists.

We spent two Lord’s-Days with the brethren, and gave five addreases
in regard to the Christian economy. Owing to the superabundance of
laborers, in word and teaching, the brethren have two places of wor-
ship; and we are of the opinion that if large congregations everywhere
were disposed o divide their forces, much more might be accomplished.

THE NORTH-WESTERN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY.

We were happy, in company with Brother Jameson, to visit this
promising infant institution. It is focated 14 miles from the business
part of the city, near the residence of its most efficient friend, Brother
Ovid Butler, in a very handsome grove; and judging from the archi-
tectural appearance of the left wing, we regarded it as the beginning
of one of the noblest college edifices in the West. Brother Benton is
at present managing a preparatory school in the building, and the
brethren think they will be able to open fhe University during the
approaching autumn or spring. The best success attend their noble
enterprise.

VISIT TO CAMDRIDGE CITY AND EAST GERMANTOWK.

On Monday, July 23d, we bade our friends of Indianapolis adieu,
and were kindly attended to the depot by Brother Jameson and Bro-
ther J. M. Tilford.

Having long beard of the profound learning and many amiable
qualities of Brother 8. K. Hoshour, we determined to make an effort
to see him; and by means of the steam-cars, we stood at his door, 52
miles from the Capital of Ta., midway hetween Cambridge City and
Germantown, in Wayne County, at 10 A, M, Brother H., we sup-
pose, is abont 50 years old, and is nol only a scholar of no mean pre-
tensions, but is emphatically the courteous gentleman, and a dignified
and highly gifted minister of the word. Should he properly direct his
great ebilities, bie will leave his impress upon his age and country,

At 4 P. M, we bade the pleasant family of Brother I, farowell,
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and started lor Cincinnati; and after a dashing pace of 40 miles per
hour, we found ourself in the “Queen City” at 9 P. M,

Tuesday, July 24th, we spent the forenoon with Brothers B. Frank-
Iin and W, W, Baton. DBrother Franklin is giving his time and ener-
gies to the ministry of the word, and Brother Eaton is Jaboring in the
office of the Christian Age. "Whilst he is proving to the brethren that
his business qualifications are superior, we are inclined to the belief, *
it would be better to give his powers mainly to the editorial labor.

In the afterucon, in company with Brother Franklin, we spent half
an hour with our venerable brother, Walter Scott, at the Covington
College, of which he is at present proprietor. Tt is most encouraging
to witness the increasing confidence of one of Drother Scott's age,
experience, and labor, in the truth of God.

At 3 P. M., we lely Covington for Lexington, distant one hundred
miles, and after feasting our eyes on one of the most produstive and
lovely sections of onr Father's great dominions, we reached the city at
84 o'clock. Afler tea, we were attracted to the Christians’ meéting-
house, near our hotel, by the sound of many sweet voices. Some of
the younger members of the Church were exereising in singing; and
on entering, we were happy to meet Brother A. B. C. Jones, a gradu-
ate of Franklin College, who hag spent the present year as preacher
in the congregation at Lexington. Although ounr hrother feels consid-
erable diffidence on aceount of his youth, should he devote himsell to
his high calling, we predict for him a most useful career. Ile presents
a remarkable instance, of one so young in years and in the ministry,
occupying so important a position.

We spent a day or two in the city and neighborhood, and none of
our moments were more agreeably bestowed than those spent with our
students, C. N. Anderson, an honored graduate, and teacher of one of
the city schools, and Dr. J. B. Morton, who prefers giving himself to a
business profession.

Thursday, the 26th, in company with Brother Geo. W, Elly, we
left Lexington at 2 P. M.; spent a few moments at Midway, and a sufl-
ficient time fo change cars ai Frankfort, and reached Louisville at 7
P. M.

Friday, the 27th, at 4 A. M., we took the stage by Elizabethtown
and Bowlinggreen for Nashville, and reached home in health, at 8 P,
M., Saturday, July 28th, 1855, well repaid for the labor of our journey,
and with a heart filled with gratitnde to God for his fatherly protec-

tion. I By
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CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE.

We are fully aware that much that iz written or spoken at this age,
upon the subject of Christian benevolence, is the sheerest beggary, and
is prompted by the deepest selfishness.  The sole object in mnanya ppeals
to Christians for liberality, is to forward under a cloak of richtecusness
some pet scheme or darling plan of pure individual profit. So much
lias this been the case, that men have become suspicious of all that has
been written or spolen in regard to this delicate subject.

But apart from all the abuses which are pracliced under the garb of
Christian benevelence, the Christian religion is an institution of the
highest and deepest and mightiest benevolence ever exhibited on this
earth. It was established by the God of 1Teaven in the most merciful
philanthropy to lost sons and daughfers of want. In benevolenee,
“Christ who wasrich in heaven, yet for our zakes hecame poor, that we
through his poverty might be rich.” TIn benevolence, ITe traversed in
sorrow this sinful earth, visited its hovels and dens of degradation and
suffering, offered the balm of health and consolation to the mizserable,
ihe broken hearted, the degraded and out-cast. The scenes at the tamb
of Lazarns, at the gate of Nain, in the midst of the family at Bethany,
in the garden of Gethsemane, and on the summit of Calvary, and the
thousand acts of kindness by which he won for himself the title of *“the
friend of publicans and sinners,” all stamp the life of our Savior with
the impress of the purest and highest benevelence ever known among
men. The deep submission with which he says “not my will but {hine
be done”—the majestic patience with which, in the agony of death, he
Lore the scofls of the impions multitude, sud ihe taunts of the blasphe-
ming priest, present to us a henevolence that heaven and earth combined
cannot equal.  And that he should thns live in suffering and die in igno-
miny for our sakes, commends to us an example which we alone can
imitate or approach by receiving and murfuriug in our hearts contin
vally the Spirit of our blessed SBavior. At ITis feet, wretched, guilty
and degraded humanity, of every tribe 2nd tongue, for more than
eightuen hundred years, has poured its faitli and love, and has found a
peace which “the world can neither give nor take away,” for ths sim-
ple reason that he iz a kind, merciful and benevolent Savier. Theso
rich and priceless tokens of love and sympathy are the highest mo-
tives to ug, brethren and friends in the kingdom of grace, of active,
vigorous Christian benevelence. If the pure and Heavenly example
of our Savier, the abundant memorials of love and sorrow which he
has left us, do not guide our hearts in true Christian benevolence and
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Iiberality, then ne fictitious schemes or extravagant appeals can in any
degree lead us to do our duty. If the remembrance of the lave of our
Savior, the sacrifice of himself for the sins of the world, of the suffer

ings and selffdenials of his apostles, is not enough to cxpand our
hearts with feclings of true philanthropy, and cause us to willingly con-
tribute whatever we possess to the cause of our Master, then we must
look for ne power on earth fo doit. If men who profess to believe
in the words of such a Savior ag is offered fo the world by the gospel
of God’s beloved Son, have not hearts sufficiently enlarged to cause
enrnest, active and unceasing chiristian benevolence, they are far, far in-
deed, from the possession of o spirit thabt can claim any acquaintance
with that spirit of Liove and Humanity that enciveled and animated every
act of our blessed Savior. If there be one sight contemptible in the
eyes of a just God above all others, i seems to me it must be thatof a
grudging, illiberal, parsimonious member of God’s fold, with nothing of
a cheerful, willing and thankful liberality, but with a meanness of spirit,
that regards every mite put inio the treasury of the Liord as so much loss,
Such a spirit has but little part or lot in that heavenly expansion of
heart that is the daily joy and life of the wrue servant of our Liord. His
object is nok the honor and glory of God, but the only indncement for
Lis profession is a base and cowardly fear. God has not bestowed his love
grudgingly upon us, but though we were lost, wretched and utterly
hopeless, He has blessed with riches and abundance of heavenly favor
in the present, and invites us to more exalted beatitude by promises and
hopes of a bright and radiant immortality. And shall poor weak man
endeavor to cheat the King of Ieaven out of the small service which
he requires at our handa? What has this worm of the dust, which God
his Malker did not give him? O that he had gratitude enough in his
heart to render to his Maker and his Redeemer a service of whatever
he has received only through the love and bounty of & beneficent Cre-

ator ! - W. L.

REPENTANCE.

Ix our discussion of the great leading features of Christian obedi-
ence, the next subject is that of Repentance. Faith is not the only re-
quirement made by the Oracles of Heaven of sinful men, in order to
acceptance in Jehoval's sight. Though men, bewildered with human
gpeculation, and baving more regard for human traditions than the waord
of Heaven, believe in the absurd dogma that mau is justified by hith
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alone, no clear and wnprejudiced examination of the Oracles of Heaven
can for a moment sustain such a theory. Man's heart is made anew—
turned from the things of this world to the love of God, by the living,
vital power of faith in the gospel of the Son of God. DBut withoul a
conformily of life and action to the standard of heavenly excellence,
offered for the redemption and clevation of humanity, there can be but
litile profit in the mincercst and most earnest profession of faith in Jesns
Christ. Repentance toward God is the second requirement made of
man in order to an entrance into the fuld of Christ, and & full partici-
palion of ile joys of Christian Life, Man's infidelity has so confused
and bewilderad that subject, that a fow words are necessary in order {0
rewmove the errors that beset the hearts of the people. By long hulal,
the idea of -repentance has come to be associated with bodily and men-
tal agony, suffering, ravings, and doing of penance as an atonement for
past offences, Such a votion has its foundstion not in the Oracles of
God, but in man's cunning or weakness. While we admit that the
deepest and 1nost carnest fucling ninst characterize every Christian act,
we do not believe there is the slightest foundation in Heaven's teachings
for the vain extravagancies which have been and are practiced by the
men of this day, under the name of repentance.  The excilemncnts of
the monrning hench—the long apgonies of deluded mortals, secking
throngh vain monmings and prayers the peace of Ileaven, are no part
of the repentance of the gospel, or such as was enjnined by the delegated
messengers af Tleaveu. Repentance, then, might be the work of a mo-
ment.  The heart opened by the receptivn of the gospel, and vonguered
by the glotious and transcendant love of the blessed Savior, might in
a moment stop short in a carcer of wickedness and rebellion, and re-
golve to change the entire life and character, Such a repenlance—such
a determination to a life of righteousners, we luve presented to us on
Pontecost. The murderers of the Savier of mankind, convinced by
the power of the gospelin the mouth of Peter, cry ount, “Men and
brethren, what shall we do?’ The Apostle replies, “Repent and be
baplized for the rewission of sins.” Tt was uot the work of days,
weeks, or months, but in 2 moment—when cenvinced of Ilcaven's
Truth, they resolve before God and man to change from the deeds of
gin fo works of righteousness, Such a repentance can, it is true, bo
the resplt only of the deepuest sorrow and conlrition of heart for the
past life of sinfulness and rebellion, but to spend days and wecks in
mowrning rather than hastening to the perforinance of the requirements
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of our Master, is as senseless as it is disrespectful to the authority of
High Heaven.

How many a deeply penitent soul has thus sought peace with God,
but by long continued failure has finally been driven in utter despair to
a rejection of the whole mercy and grace of God? It is, indeed, a sad
thought that leaders and teachers of the people will still blind their eyes
to the truth, and will not let the bright radiance of Heaven illumine
their hearts. That men with the word of Heaven before them will
call to the “altar” or “mourner's bench,” or send to the solitary grove,
men and women desiting to know the way of salvation, is a delusion
too gross for the enlightened Protestantism of thisage. It may linger
for a while, but we believe that the tottering fabric cannot long
stand before the power of God's unimpaired and uncorrnpted truth.—
To anxious enguirers in the Apostolic day, the word of the Lord was
ever ready, and toall who received it taught, the way of salvation with-
ont any human aid or appliance, more than voices of utterance by
the accredited messengers of Heaven. To the Ethiopian nobleman,
Philip did not say go to yonder grove and spend long hours in agoni-
zing over your past offence before you are ready for the reception of
God’s word. e spake unto him as he found him in the proper use of
his mind, unmoved by extravagont and fictitious excitement, and in
this state he received his teachings, obeyed the commands of heaven,
and went on his way rejoicing.  (Aets viil, 34-39.) We fear that
this plain, direct and simple plan of Philip would be scouted ot as
heretical, by the “orthodory” of thizage. God, however, delights fo
address man in simplicity, but man's proud, rebellions heart seeks for
mystery and wonders. “Tho Jews require a sign and the Greeks seek
after wisdom,” and we fear the world and the church are full of hoth
Jews and Grecks even at this day. DBnut there is in all matters of Hea-
venly obedience and Churistian life, a simplicity and unmisiakahle way
of truth, to which all men munst come, or they are forever bewildered
beyond all hope. ‘Till they come to this, there is little hope of benefit
even from the plaiuest instructious of the word of God. But when
they once lay humen tradition aside, and come to the word of God in
the spirit of earnest enquirers after the way of redemption, the Chart
of Heaveu is perfectly clear and sure. W, L.
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CHURCH ORGANIZATION. :
DY ELDER B. FRANELIN.

Fon years we have sensibly felt the necessity and vital importance
of a full discussion among the brethren of the subject of Church organ-
ization, and in commenecing the Gospel Advocate we determined to give
the matter much of our attention. We are pleased that Bro. Franklin
has taken it in hand, and we especially recommend a careful study of
his positions. If the views submitted are correct, our brethren in many
sections will be commpelled to modify their practices.  In ourrecent trav-
els throngh Kentucky, and two States north of the Ohio river, we
learned that the brethren are taking up this discussion in good earnest,
and we trust theve will be no cessation of effort till we all learn the true
teachings of the Bible on this very important question. T. B,

“WHO HATH REQUIRED THIS AT YOUR HANDS?"
Brorusr Faxwixa—>My Dear Sir; There are two points now ocet-
pying an unusual share of the attention of the brethren. They are

the fullowing:

1. Ordaining men te preach the gospel.

2, A peneral and perpetual organization, beyond what is contained
in individual congregations,

Touching these points, some bretlren appear impressed and desirous
to impress others with the ides, that we, as a religions body, have ar-
rived at a crisis, and that important changes must take place, or very
serious and disasirous results follow. On these poimts, T hope we shall
be extremely cantions how we experiment.

1. Where, in the New Testament, do we find anthority for ordaining
men to preach the gospel and administer the ordinances of Christ? 1t
is easy to find authority for erdaining Bishops and Deacons. We can
algo soon find authority for orduining preachers—men who had been
preachers for years, to a cerlain mission. But where authorifyis found
for ordaining young men, who have heen reading and acquiring litera-
ture with the intention of preaching, as a kind of finishing touch, or
consummating act, in completing a preacher, authorizing him to preach
and administer Christian ordinances, is another thing!” If any brother
knows where, in the Chrigtian Scriptures, there {3 an intimation that
the ordinances of the New Instifution shall be wholly administered by
preachbers, Lishops or deacons, ordained or unordained, it wounld be a
very appropriate time fo point it ont. DBefore we slide into the practice

/\
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of ordaining young men to preach, there are several Lhings that should
be explicitly understood, such as the following:

1. Is ordaining the consummating act, in making a preacher? If it
i, we have many old preachers who have never been thus finished off]
whe have ever been destitute of whatever official grace is imparied in
this way.

2. Isit giving these young men authority to preach and administer
ordinances? If it is, then all who have been preaching and adminis-
tering ordinances without this ceremony, have been doing so without
authority, and all they have done has been unanthorized.

3. If ordaining gives authority to preachers, &c., this authority, of
gourse, must be in those who ordain. Where, then, did they get it7?
Not from a succession of ordinations, for there is no such succession.
Not immediately from heaven, for they are not inspired. It is, then
gimply assumed on their part. ’

4, Where is there anything in the word of God that we can stand
upon as authority for such a practice? If the Lord should say, “Who
hath required thiz at your hands?” what answer could we give? I
know of no passage that I would dare to mention as an anthority.

“Tt is a solemn and impressive ceremony.” Yes, so were niany fasts
of old solemn, that were despised of the Liozd; and the most solemn
matter of all ig to produce the authority for it. I have more confidence
in the Liord’s ways than iuv all the solemn parade of men; more confi-
dence in the New Testament than all other anthorities, and would rather
have it on my side than all the world. The weakmness of God is stronger
than men, and the foolishness of Goi is wiser than men, and the sim-
plicity of the ways and works of Gred does not suib the pride and vanity
of men under worldly impulses. I am aware that there are awful
sanctions thrown around the gospel of Chrigt, to deter men from adding
to or taking from it, perverting and handling it deceitfully, but if there
is one word in it prohibiting any human being from publishing or pre-
claiming it from the rivers to the ends of the earth, I know not where
to find it. It is cerfainly not found in the practice of the first Chris-
tiang, when “they were all scattered abroad except the apostles,” for
“they went everywhere preaching the word.”

2. We can say but a few words upon the second point, as we intended
but a short article. I know of no organization beyond the individual
congregation, of a permanent or perpetnal character. The reasonmon
make such lame efforts in finding some extended system of government
and combinalion, is simply that there is no such system as they are
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lookirg for in the Bible. Jesus Christ did not come into this werld to
cstablish 2 kingdom of clergy, in the modern senze of that term, nor a
kingdem for the clergy, bui to establish a kingdom for Limself. e was
so different from all the notions formed of what the Messiah should
e by the most distinguished rchpionists of histimes, that they knew
Wim not as the Messiah at all.  His system of government, in ifs main
featurcs, precisely opposite to all earthly systers, is not thought to be
adeqnate at all.  The thought of hin who is greatest avong you heing
servant of all, i3 too humiliating to worldly pride and ambition. Dat,
however repugnant to our feelings it may be; however humiliating to
aspirants for emulation, power and autherity, the kingdom of God is
not designed for worldly show, and does not govern men by synods,
councily, conferences, assemblies, &c., bus by the Jaw of the Spirit of
life, written upon the Learts of the subjects,

I am porfectly aware liow repugnant (o the feelings of some men it
is to have no influence, power and anthority, except what their own
well kinrown and established Cliristian characters, with their labors, sac
rifices, and integrity to the Lord and his canse—their own intelligence,
ability and usefulness will give themw in the public estimation. 1 isa
sliorfer road to promiunent stations, power and authority to be promoted
to it in vome office, though that office s unknown to the New Testa.
ment, than to obtain it through persevering labors, sacrifices, and de-
vation to the work of the Lord, But, not farther to extend general
ohservations, we make the following objections (o a goneral and perpet-
val organization:

1. No organization is known to the New Testament except the in-
dividual congregation, of a permanent and perpetual character.—
Churches co-operated it conlribnting to poor saints and in eerfain wis-
sions, but theso were Lut temporary arrangements to meet certain ex-
ignneies, which the diseiples have a vight to muke, or similar ones, in
all ages and countrics,

2. Tt is impossible to form and earry on an organization, including
all the ehildren of God in all rativns, in one nation or one state, with-
oul a class of officers wnknown to the New Testament. The creation
of olficers not known im the law of God, was the cstallishment of
Anti-Clirist. .

3, The New Testament and all history assure us that bishops and
deacons were ofticers in individual congregations, and hod 1o suberna-
torial jurisdiction heyond their limits,

4. BEvangelisis are pullic provlaimers of the word, Their businese
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is mainly with the world and newly established churches, either through
their own or their associates’ Jabors. They are to preach the wospel to
the world and set the young churches in arder,

5. Evangelisis are so far from having autherity over bishops, dea-
cong and old churches, that they are under fhem, sent out by them, aud
amennhle to them. They are no governors of old, well established
churches, long sinee set in order, but made, sent ent, cuntrolled and
governed by them. The young converls made by them are natu-
rally and spirttunlly under them, and should be taken care of by them,
till well established and set in order.

6. I'he idea that seme writers are giving currency to, that an evan-
gelist is superior to a bishop, i3 as unseriptural as it is unreasonable.—
The cxpression, “against an elder receive not an accusation,” by
no means Juslifics arvraigning a fhishop before an evangelist to iry
him, Bl and biskop are nob precisely synonymous terms.—
There were seniors, or elders, in the young churches not set in or-
der, to whom deference was to be paid, but no lishops. Iiven the
apostles, though evangelists, and nmeh mors than evangelists, guve the
law of God, and instructed churches how to aet; bui assumed no such
authority as some speak of now for evangelists,

BENJ. FRANKLIN.

Fap the Gospel Advseale.
REMISSION OIF 8INS OUT O CHRIST.
Bosron, WiLLramsox Covxty, Tenn }
July 13th, 1855.

Dear Broruer Faxxmg—Secing vour remarks in the fuss number
of the Gospel Advocate, i regard to the brethren refraining from
sending their communications in conseguence of their bad orthography,
syntax, cte, and having your motio belore me, *Open coluinns, and free
disaussion of all questions coleuluted to advonce the spiraual tnlerests of
society,” 1 the more readily introduee a sulject of dizeussion in the col,
wmns of the Gospel Advocale, whicl T think deserves attention,

1t i3 now maintained by some persons in the Christiun Churel, that
the sinner is pardoned and jusiilied antecedent to haprism—ihat the
fuith of Abrabwm is accounted to him alone for righteousncss, without
any ohedicnce of faitl,  Peter commanded the people to repent
and be Laptized not jor the remission of sing, bul becauso their
sing wore lorgiven in the mentel act of believing, Taal tuld the Gala-
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tiuns, as many as bad been baplized defo Jesus Clulst had pugon Chrisi—
ihat, however, only means they Lud put him un by the actof faith, and
that they had become the children of Abrahawn amceedent to haptism
by faith, The whole man bag wndergone a plisienl, melaplivsical, and
philosoplical dissoctivy, and it is ascertained that he is composed of hody,
sonl and spirit!  Tle soul and spirit helivve aud are pardoned independ-
ently of thie house in which they livel The alove notion is not, 23 we
apprehend, peculiar to this age or any man in it, but was entertained by
the Gnostic philosophers, Movarians, Ludierans, Wasleyuns, and 12 en-
tortained by o majority of the religionists of vurage. I am one thus
believes the ine should be drawn between Cliristianity and all species
of ghepticism, infidelity, and all secking after populanty, that we may
know who are on the sids of the Savier and lis teaching.  The
faiiliful can then see what is their duly. I have been tndoved in part
to write the above Ly one who is my senior, and who foels a deep and
an albiding intcrest i the welfure and prosperily of the camse of vur
common Masier,

I you think this worth noticing, inscrt it in the Guspel Advocate,
and call for some able defender of the afone systein,

Yours in the one Lope,

G, W. CONE.

REMAHES.

The suggestion that any member of Christ’s kingdom should eoun.
tenance the speeulation, that aliens are forgiven snd saved before they
take the yoke of our Lord in haptism, is well caleulated to show the
influences at work in our skeptical age, There arc two errors which
combine to drive men into such wild conclusions. In the firat place,
faneying that they are gruwi’ng philosophical, they forget that the mind
is connected with the body, or is i the loust dependent upon fleshly
powers for action; and sccondly, having made this a stale of tndepend-
ent spirit activity, the material word, as they denominate the gospel of
Chuist, loses all its literal significance, and the ordinances of Heaven to
them have no meaning, All speculations have a like orizin.  They
are the out-growth of that ancient Epicurianism, which fed and feasted
the flesh in order to give the sonl independent activity. DBut every
phase of it tended anciently, as it does ot this day, to the subversion of
religion and all right rule or good conduct. There is but one stpe
from the precinets of belief and the Church of God, into the deep
mire of infidelity and sin, T O
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For the Gogpel Advocale,
THE BIBLE.—NO. 1.
Most wonderful book! 'The history of God, angelsand men! Ths
snspired history of all nature, of all navions, and of all religions! The
divine history of all time and all etermnity |

THE DIVINE INSPIRATION OF THE BIDLE,

A revelation from God to man is posstble, The God of creation can
be the God of insprration. The énfindfe can communicate to the findte.
God iz Spirdt, and can reveal himself to the spirid of man. God is
fove, and consequently willing o instruct all dependant intelligences.
He is infinite in wisdem and power, and, therefore, eble to accomplish all
the diclates of his infinite wisdom. 3

A revelation from God is necessary to the accomplishment of his be-
nevolent designs in creation, providence and redemption. Man, in his
creation, was endowed with intellectual, moral and religious capacities,
that cannot be developed, enltivated and perfected without a2 divine
revelation, Did nature perfect the religions capacities of the Eyyptiuns,
Persians, and Romans?  Does she now, with all her internal and ex-
ternal lessons, meet the demands of the religious sense of the Pagan
world? By all their wisdom, derived from nature, and added to a per-
verted, primitive revelation, they “know net Gtod.” Where in all the
volumes of nature do we find the ideas of ereation and dmmortality?
All nature 1s full of generation and mortality. The Bible, and the Bible
only, reveals the Creator, the ereation, and the émmorlal destiny of man.
We have the intense desire of immortality, and if the Bible is not from
Heaven, there is no provisgion in the universe to gratify the supreme
aspiration of human nature. Nature is the history of death. The Bi-
ble is the history of #ife. The Bible is the history of revelation. Nature
i3 the hook of econfirmation.

Al nature, oll nations, end all religions aro monumental proofs of the
divine tnsptration of the Dible

Infinite wisdom, power and love have connected man with three
states or worlds—the natural, the palitical, and the religious—and so
connected the narrative and prophetic histories of the Bible with them
as to convert them into monumental proofs of its divinity! This is the
wonderful werk of the Lord our God, and wisely and benevolently de-
signed to give to man “the full measure of faith.”

THE NATURAL WORLD.

The Bible assumes the existence cf Gon as a primitive revelation,

and affirras the ereation of the heaven and the earth m the boginning.
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Have we eyes fo see? Look at the wonders of creation and behold
the confirmation of the first divine miracle! Grod said let there be Hght
and there was light. In this glorious light we can read the sublime
lessons of confirmaiion. God spoke again, his Spirit moved on the
great womb of waters, and the globe was born of water, word and Spirit.
Thus water heeame the mother of creation, and the earth, her first born,
is to this day full of geological phenomena indicative of its agueous ori-
gin, 2nd confirmaticn of the divine history,

The Bible reveals the sublime secret that the families of plants, ani-
mals and men came from a ereated parentage. Do not the waters, the
earth and the heaven swarm with innumerable attestations of its divine
truth? Reason could never discover the fact of eriginel families by
creation. The very best we could do without divine revelation, would
be to travel back from eflect to ‘cause till we Dbecame lost and over-
whelmed with the incomprehensible idea of eternal succession and gen-
eration! But the blessed Bible gives the bewildered reason of man a
resting place and safe retreat, “in the beginning of the creation of God.”
The sixth day of the creation week came, and man was made in the
¢mage of God. This dntellectual and moral superiority and grandeur, in
all ages and nations, confirm the crowning part of the creation.

Then the divine Subbath was born as the arching, monumental and
commemorative institution of all time. Thus one seventh part of all
tinie, in all ages and all nations, confirms the truth of the divine history
of the creation! This is too grand, sublime and God-like to be the
work of man's imagination. These Bible fruths of creation are the
elements of all natural moral science. Without them we have no be-
ginning, middle nor end. Bub when received as first principles, we
have a sure and salisfactory basis on which our reason and faith may
stand to survey the wonders of creation,

a

THE POLITICAL WONLD.

The saered history of the Bible, narrative and prophetic, is so inter-
woven with the profane history of the world, as to convert all nations,
ancient and modern, inte monumental proofs of its divine inspiration.
The three great divisions of our race, sinee the days of Noah, confirm
the inspiring history of Shem, Ham and Japheth.

The existence and present coudition of the Arebians, Idumians and
Jews prove the inspiration of the history of Abraham.

The history of the Byyptians, Assyrians, Persians, Grecions and Ro-
mans confirms the inspiration of Moses and the Jewish prophets.

g
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The history and character of all modern nations, Pugan, Jew, Ma-
homedan and Christian; confirm the divine inspiration of CArist and
the Apostles.

Why are Christian nations in advance of Pagan nations? They
havt the Bible, Why in abetter condition than Mahomedan nations?
They have more of the Bible. Why superior te the Jews? The Jews
receive the Old Testameni onlyp—Christiang receive both the Ol and
New Testament. Why are Profestant nations superior to Greek and
Catholic nations? The latter are involved in the epostecy and encum-
bered with the rubbish of fradition. The former proclaim, “The Bible,
and the Bible alone, is the religion of Protestanis.”

Thus God makes all natnre and all nations his witnesses to prove the
inspiration of the Bible.

THE RELIGIOUS WORLD.

Man was made to worship. All nations have worshiped, and still
worghip.  Religion, then, is a moral necessity and natural propensity
of man, The Bible reveals the true religion, and its history is so con-
nected with all false religions as to convert them into monumental
proofs of divine inspiration,

The patriarchal religion was the first divine religion, and Paganisin
+ ig its counterpart. The Subbeth and scerifice and circuwmcision are ils
positive iustitutiong and world-wide and all-fime monumental con-
firmations, ;

The Jews' religion is the second divine religion of the Bible. The
Passover, the Fentecost, the Jubilee, the Subbath, the eircumeision, the
sacrifices, ordained by Moses, and the first apostate state of the Jewsin
all nations, are the typical, commemorative, and monumental proofs
of its divine erigin.

The Christian religion is the last and best religion of Heaven. The
Lord’s Day, the Lord’s Supper, and Baptism, are its positive, commem-
orative, aud monumental proofs of its divinity.

Now, when we look at Paganism, Mahomedanism, and- the Greek,
Pepal and Protestant aposiacies and heresies, in the divine light of the
Bible, we are compelled to helieve that they are counterfeits of the Pa-
triarchal, Jewish and Christian institutions, and consequently monu-
mental proofs of the inspiration of the Bible.

Great and marvelons are thy works, Oh Lord Ged Almighty |

J. J. TROTT.
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Forihe Gospel Advocate.
THE ALMOST CHRISTIAN.
“ Almost thou persuadest me to be o Christian.”

Tis is the language of King Agrippa, alter listening to the Apostle
Paul set forth the facts concerning Christ and his kindom, When'we
have given this sentence a second thought, we find it embraces really
more than we would suppose from a slight examination. e did not
say he was almost persuaded to become a religions man, for doubiless
he was already a religionist after the straightest sect—perhaps more
religious than the apostle, for the apostle could not have been more
religious theu than he was previous to his conversion to the Christian
religion, and we must grant Agrippa as much zeal as the apostle,
Although the apostle was a strict religionist, in full fellowship with hig
brethren, and in {ull possession of his religion, he informs us thai he
persecuted the Christians even unto death, and still he was not more
wicked then the majority of religionists in his day and time. Rehgion
wag propagated then by the sacrifice of human beings—the orthodox
demand as a right wasthe life-blood of the heterodox. Hence we see
that it did not require & man to be very pious to be religious in the
days of King Agrippa, and righteousness did not seem to be & very
necessary attribute of religion then, bnt a form of worship and a strict
tenacity for that form were the main requisites, consequently it did not
require such an effort to get religion then as it does now. Again, we
are not to suppose that Agrippa wasignorant of the religions that were
then practiced by the Greeks, Romans, and Rgyptians—he being a
king, it is bub reasonable toinfer he was conversant with all these and
their superstitious appendages—he had witnessed their tendencies and
results, but when he heard the apostle portray the beanties, the grandeur
and the sublimity of the Christian religion, he saw a beauty and a de-
cided superioriby in il above all other systems of religions with which
he was acgnainted, and he confessed to the apostle that ke was almost
persuaded to be a Christian. He desired {o be something more than a
mere religionist—he wanted that holiness of heart, that love, and that
purity of motive and thought which was essential to pure Christianity—
he wighed to practice a religion that was propagated by love, and not
by the sword—he wighed to adopt the maxim of doing to others as you
would have them do to you——he saw by this means all could live in
peace and harmony—in a word, he wished to be a Christian. This
embraces everything that is pure and holy., Although King Agrippa
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was. convinced of the Chrivtian religion, and its superiority over the
idolatrous warship of the Grecks, RRomans, and even the Jewish wor-
ship, owing to its being very unpopular, and to the fact that it subjneted
men to honds and imprizonmeuts, Lie was only almest perstaded, and
not altogether, to be o Clristian, D. AV,

TUE TITTRD OF JOHIN,

MeMisxvinne, Trxx, May 20, 1855.
Brotuer Paxxing:—Some bwo yvears age, you gave a discourse m
this plage, on the thivd chapter of John, which wus to my «ntire satis-
faction; tmt T wish to have your conclusions i a form which may le
servieenble to others as well as mysell,  In your examination, please

embrace all from the 1st fo the 8th verse
Your Brother in Christ,
I, L. WALLING,

RESPUNSE.

It is proboble there is no passage i the DBible i remawrd to which
men have differe], and still differ, more widely, than the first eight
verses in the tlird clapler of the Gospel of Juhn,  Whilsl we profess
to have made no remarkalle discoveries, we think, upon a careful ex-
amination, most candid persons will vome to similar conclusions.  As
prosent we fee] no disposition to ofler the reader a lengthy disscriation,
learned criticlsme, or detailed arguments in favor of our conelusions;
bt we wizh (o snlanit the result of our reflections, and we ask an un-
prejudiced hearing,

The sulject is the now bivth—the passage from the world info the
Chureh of Clitsf, or kingdom of Gud,  Note well-—tlicre are net two
births, onr: of wifer, and ancilinr of spird, taught Ly the Savior; but a
shigle Lirth, which le attempted to explam by a fleshly Lirth, and
which he prononmeetd “owthy”  This is @ bivth by wader and spairit,
as truly and inevitally as every clild da at the sawe Ingtane Lo of
futher sl mother.  To would De, o say the luast, mose unnatoral to
speak of w birth of father or mother alone anl it woeuld Lo equally
preposteruns o speak of a birth of wider without the spirit, or a birth
of the spirib without the water.  Perhaps the confused and unmeaning
theorice of thy water-alone birth of the Romans, or spivit-alone birth
of sune of the Trotestants, have artsen from o failure to discover that
it ts quite us essential to have both a futher and mother in religion, as
to have them in the el God iz vur father, and “Jersalen! — the
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free-woman"—*the Church,” “the bride, the Lamb’s wife—is the mother
of ugall” With these data, we are ready to draw onr conclusions.
The child after the flesh, before birth, is quickened into life, and at the
mother’s delivery, is truly and literally born of mother and father at
the samne moment. God operates by the spirit in quickening dead sin-
ners into life. The word of life, given by the spirit in the gospel, is
the *good seed of the kingdom,” sown by the Savior into “honest and
understanding, or good heasts,” and we are, as sinners, thus quickened,
or made alive: are next buried in the womnb of waters, and are for the
moment as dead to the world as the child before birth, and we come
forth children of the kingdom, and are truly and eertainly “born
again"—*"horn of the water and of the spirit,” and can, for the first
time, claim Giod as our father and the Church as our mother, by adop-
tion. But more on this great truth in religion, we care not at present
to speak.

Many object to o plain 2 construction, and insist that the Bth verse
authorizes us to conelude the new birth is a profound mystery. If it
is a mystery or secret, why speak of it at all? No man on earth can
possibly comprehend mysteries; but what is revealed, belongs to us
and our children,

We admit there is some confusion in reading the 8th verse; arising,
ag we think, first, from false views of religion; and secondly, from a
slight defoet in the translation, It must not be forgotten that this is the
chief verse in the Bible to establish the dogma that religion is too great
a secret for mortals of earth to comprehend. Is not such a conclusion
strange, in view of the surprise exhibited by the Savior at Nicode-
mus’ failure to understand the new birth? Said he, “If T have told
you earthly things and you believe not, how shall you believe if T tell
you of heavenly things?” But it is still more surprising, that those
who quote the passage to prove the Spirit's agency in the new birth is
an inexplicable mystery, do not believe it themselves. They tell us that
“the operation of the Spirit in conversion is like the mysterious wind
which blows, we know not in what direetion, and comes we know not
whenee,” and contradict their theory in the next breath, by dogmati-
cally declaring that "the Spirit of God comes directly from lieaven, and
goes into their hearts without doubt.,” All persons Inow both whence
the wind and Spirit come, and whither they go. The child says, “The
wind is from the North, and blows to the South;” and, vice versa, the
Christian says, in most perfeet confidence, “The Spirit is from God, and
dwells in my heart.”
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But a plain reading of the verse, we conclude, will remove the ap-
parent difficulty. Although we doubt whether our Lord had the idea
of wind in his mind, for our present purpose, we do not care whether
we employ, in the first of the verse, the word wind or spirit. A fair
tronslation would read thus: ‘“I'he Spirit inspires [the wind blows]
where he pleases, and you hear his sound, [voice ] but you cannot see
[till h-y seeing] whence he comes or whither he goes; so is every one
quickened by the Spirit"”

Notwithstanding we cannot see the working of the Spirit, we nnder-
stand most perfectly the manner in which he enlightens the world and
comforts the hearts of the saints, Furthermore, we Znow who are
Christians, by the frusis which they bear. All who exhibit the “love,
Joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, meckness, and fidelity™”
recommended in the Divine Oracles, “are branches” of the true spirito-
al vine. e B

A RELIGIOUS DISCUSSION.

‘We are clearly satisfied that religions discussious, conducted in a
Christian manner, are attended with the best of consequences; but there
are o many evils connected with most of them, we often tremble to
hear of them. We publish below a brief statement in reference to 2
recent discussion at Alexandria, Tenn., with the hope that the example
of Bro. Sewell may have good effect upon the brethren. DBut few men
are sufficienily pious to have anything to do with public debates, and
all men who have not control of themselves act wickedly in engaging
in them:

Mrssrs. Epirorsi—The usual monotony of our quiet little village

. has recently been broken by a theological discussion between Klder

*J. L. Sewell, of the Christian Church, and Rev. Thomas Wainwright,
of the Methodist Church. It commenced on the 17th ult., and contin-
ued three days, during which time three propositions were discussed,
embracing Spiritual influence, Prayer in reference to the unconverted,
and the Design of Baplism. As is usual in such debates, different opin-
ions prevail in reference to its merits.

, The more plizble partisans commenced hoasting before the debate
commenced—they kept it up while it was in progress, and continue the
same course still,  All of which is well understood—it is to try to
bolster up the waning fortunes ol a superanuated theology, and to pan-
der to the incorrigible bigotry of  very arrogantman.  Klder Sewell’s
friends are well satisfied with his defense of the truth, and their opin.
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ion is fortified by the concurrence of many who are of no sect, and of
some who belong to other derominations, particularly the Baptists.

Good effects will doubtless follow this debate. - It was conducted with-
out any unpleasant personal eollisions between the immediate parties,
which was doubtless owing largely to the gentlemanly deportment and
Christian forbearance of Iilder Sewell towards his opponent.

FElder Sewell’'s manner and spirit should be & model in such discus-
sions. 1le makes no pretansions te much scholarship or great learning;
lie is, howaver, well vead in the Seriptures; has had considerable expe-
rience, and is pessessed of a well balanced mind; all of which blended
together, make him o pointed, a perspicuous, and a logical debater.

His opponeni is of very different material—his lock is self-important,
his manner swaggering, and his pretensions pedantic—while his lan.
‘guage i3 inelegant, his ideas muddy, his periods awlkward, his general
arrangement bad, and his theological acquirements very superficial.—
His barrenness is but the more manifest in his abortive atlempts at wit,
which he abundantly displays towards his epponent in the use of such
plautation epithets as the following, “I will trot him through,” I will
take ofl his comb and gills,” “I will dry up all his pouds and creeks,”
“Face the music,” and other phraseology of like coin. Notwithstand-
ing the forbidding sketch above given of one of the debaters; the oe-
casion affurded Klder Sewell an excellent opportunity of presenting

the truth to many who had never heard it before.
SPECTATOR.
Alexandria, Tenn,, Augnst, 1855,

Sares, July 23rd, 1855.
Tas Christian Churches in the Mountain District of Tennessee, will
meet in ¢o-operation in Woodbury, Cannon county, Tenn., on Friday
before the fourth Lord’s Day in September next—Bro, Fauning re-
quested fo preach on Friday, and Bro. W, D. Cames ¢n Saturday.—
All the Churches within the bounds of this co-operation are earnestly
requested to meet us in consultation by seuding delegates, with letters
giving number, increase; condition and wants of the Church and neigh-
borhood, together with the amount they are willing to contribute for
Bvangelizing during the year 1856. Brethren, shall we not make ons
united, earnest effort to do more than we have ever done. The cause

of our Master and the interests of humanity demand it at our hands.

By order of the executive commiltee.
DAVID LIPSCOMB, Secretary,

¥ 3
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THE INFLUENCE OF BARLY TRAINING.

WE believe that there is no subject of Christian duty of more earnest
moment, or deserving more serious consideration from every follow er of
our Savior, than the subject of early training. We call attention to
the snbject with the sincere hope that brethren whose age and experi-
ence qualify them for its proper discussion, will give attention to if—
We feel confident that the subject receives not that attention which it
demands from those who write and speak on*the great matters of Chris-
tian life. We fear the brethren have not yet been made to feel the
golemn earnestnesz and weight of the responsibility in this matter.—
‘While the precept of the wise man, “Train up & child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it,” and the com-
mand of the Apostle, “Fathers, bring up your children in the nurture
and admonition of the Liord,” are ready upon every flippant tongue,
still we fear these solemn injunctions have not sunk very deeply into the
hearts of the people.

Either both Panl and Solomon were wrong, or the professed Christians
of this day are sadly recreant o their duty. If there be truth in the
precept of the wise king of Israel, then would we see the children of
the servants of God, who had been trained in obedience to the com-
mand of Heaven, o soon as they arrive at years of maturity, showing
the fruits of the heavenly instruction imparted to them by submitting
to the authority of Jesns Christ, and walking in obedience to every
command of our Savier. We lelieve that the child inte whose heart
the lessons of wisdom and leve contained in tho word of God had been
instilled in childhood, could not refuse snbmission to the voke of King
Immanuel. An irreverent man, or frivolous, light-minded woman,
shows most clearly that there has been a woful neglect of duty in early
years. The fire-side, instead of being the scene of lessons of gentle-
ness, goodness, and pisty, has mest surely been the place of petty
strife, idleness, wrangling, and parental disobedience; and these are but
bearing their natural fruils in producing men and women devoid of all
respect for the authority of Heaven, and uiterly unfit to receive or
appreciate any of that pure spirituality and heavenly beauty, so char-
acteristic of the gospel of God's grace.

While we have the sirongest confidence in the power of the goapel
to bring all men to Christ, and make them pure and hely in life, whe
receive its teachings “into honest and good hearls,” we must contend
that the greatest barrier that can be offered o the spread of the gospel
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is that gross ignorance, sensualism, and selfishness, which ghut up every
avenue for the reception of any thing above the grossest feelings and
desires. Where every thonght from the earliest youth has been di-
rected to what iz grossly animal, earthly and selfish, what hope can
there be that this incubus of darkness can be removed, and the light
of heaven have any effect upon the hearf and life ¥

Where the childhood has been spent inthe merest trifles and frivolity,
in waywardness and disregard of all authority, or where nothing but
plans and schemes of gain, or ambifion, haye been presented to the early
understanding, wo can reasonably expect nothing but an afier life
of haughtiness, selfishness, and rebellion against all law and au-
thority in Heaven and on earth. While the truth of Heaven stands
sure, the child's chiaracter is the surest index of the fidelity of the pa-
rent; and the influence of the humblest subject of the Messiali's king-
dom i8 franght with consequences of the greatest blessings or misery.
‘While time lasts that influgnce will be felt, and the consequences alone
will be luown at the great and awful day of reekoning before the Judge
of Heaven and earth. The mother's influence, untold and unseen
as it may be, is beyond that of the most eloquent praclaimer of the
gospel. The sense of l'e:.}lullf-!lbllltj' o a higher power—the duty of
respect to superiors, the lessons of justice, peace, wisdom and love instill-
ed in the hieart of the innocent prattler by the mother’s knee, the life
and character of the Redeemer of man unfolded in langnage of sim.
plicity to the ecarliest understanding, will produce in life the richest
fruits of holiness and Godly devotion, wlich will hang as clustering
blessings around the whitening head of age, and give its last days a pu-
rity and sanctity of joy not to be attained by the grestest gains and
honors of earth. W. L,

APOSTOLIC PREACHING.

Tur apostles were content to tell the world, in plain terms, that he
who believed should be saved, and that he \\ho believed not should be
damned. And this was the dialect that pierced the heart, and made
the hearers cry out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” It
tickled not the ear, but sunk into the hearl; and when en came from
such sermons, they never commended the preacher for his taking veice,
or ges{:ure—frnr the fineness of such a simile, or the quaintness of such
a sentence; but they spoke like men conquered by the averpowering
foree and cwdumc of the most concerning truths—much in the worda
of the disciples going to ¥mmaus: “ “Did not our heart burn willin us
while ke opened unto us the Seriptures?”— Rogers.
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THE CHURCHES IN SUMNER COUNTY, TENN.

We had the pleasure of spending a few days with the congregation
at Hartsville, in. Sumner county, in the month of August, and we are
thankful to our Father in Heaven to be able to bear testimony to the
fidelity of the brothers and sisters. They have not failed, since the
planting of the Church, to meet on the Lord’s Day to keep the ordi-
nances. The results are acknowledged by all conversant with their
history. They are growing in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.
We set in order some “things wanting in the Church,” aud ordained
elders and deacons. There were ten additions during our visit. Our
constant prayer to God is that the beloved disciples may be preserved
from harm. We spent the 8rd Lord’s Day with the brethren in the
vieinity of Castalian Springs, and we rejoice in the belief that the meet-
ing wagnotin vain. It perhapsis known to some of our readers, that a
very rank weed of infidelity, under the name of ‘‘freedom,” “liberty of
conscience”—modern Spiritualism—has been growing in that. region,
to the great annoyance of the disciples. Indeed, the difficuliies had
produeed a coldness which had for months stopped the worship of the
eongregation. But the brethren determined to rally upon the declara-
tion, that “The word of God, as set forth in the Bible, is the only rule
of Christian faith and practice.” Of course those who troubled the body
were left without aid, and it would be difficult for us to see on what terms
they could Le saved. They place the Bible on no higher ground than
the pretended revelations of the abandoned Spirit rappers of our coun-
try, and profess as full fellowship for men who regard Jesus Christ as
a mere man, as those who receive him as the Savior from Heaven, We
feel ourself justified in saying, that any pretended Christian act of such
persons must appear to all good men as most blasphemons. We con-
fidently believe the brethren have the cause of truth at heart, and that
the Lord will bless their efforts. T, ¥,

ORPHAN SCHOOL.X‘
Broruzg Nich Hackyorth writes from Dayton, Ala., that he will
soon establish in the South, an “Orphan Girl's School.” We most
heartily approve of the object, and we will be glad to give Bro. IL.’s

" plans to our readers. We respectfully suggest, however, that if strikes

us we shall object to any system of orphan schools, which excludes
physical dndusity from it. ) T I
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SUBJECTS SUITABLE FOR DISCUSSION.
BY ELDER WADE BARRETT,

Brother Barrett writes under date of July 16th, 1855, to the Editors,
in regard to what he thinks most needed in his section. “First,” he
says, ‘we want a few articles on First Principles—secondly, a few
on Open Communion—and thirdly, a few articles on Family Cul-
ture.” He adds, “Some of our preachers have insisted and urged on
Pedobaptists to commune with us, and these same preachers have com-
muned with Pedobaptists, and have influenced others to do so.”

The subjects suggested by Bro. Barrett for discussion, we not only
deem appropriate, but “First Principles and Family Culture” we re-
gard as most important for the people in whose service we are engaged,
As time and opportunity permit, the results of our reading, observations
and reflections upon these topics will appear in our pages. At the
intimasion of what is usually termed “I'ree Commnnion,” we confess
surprise. The words imply communion withoat limits or restrictions—
a comnunion to which all men, irvespective of character, are invited.
Such an idea i3 a plalin admission Lhat there 18 no communion in the
Church of Christ. The Lord's table belengs to the Lord’s honse, is
consecrated for the Liord's people, and no Christian can go ouf of the
Church to commemorate the Lord’s death, anditis very gross profanity
for persons who have not yielded themsclves, heart, soul and bedy, to
the authority of the Prince of Peace, to partake of the bread and tho
wine, or to invite others to do so. Such as have believed with all the
heart on the Savior, repented of their sing, “put on Christ” in baptism,
are exhorted to “examine themselves and so partake,” but no others.

Evx Biogr, Giles County, Tenn.
Monday morning, July 16, 1855. }
Dear Brerurey Faxsing axp Lirscoms—Yesterday was my
regular time of preaching at Liynnville. In the close of the meeting
three persons came forward, confessed their faith, and were immersed
the same evening, Prospect pood for more additions at that place,
Your brother in expectalion and strong hope of a better day,
WADE BARRETT.

CO-OPERATION MEETING IN GEORGIA.
Brorarn P. F. Lamar, of Griffin, Georgla, requests us to say that
“The Georgia State co-operation meeling will be held in Clark county,
Ga., commencing on Thursday before the 2nd Lord’s Day in Oclober,
1855, All who can, are invited to attend,”
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CORRESPONDENTS.

W are very happy in being prepared to lay before our readers, in
the present number, many encouraging suggestions from our friends.

Tlder James Epymuxbs, of Lenisville, Ky., Corresponding Secretary
of “The Bible Revision Association,” writes:

“YWe have had the pleasure of looking over your monthly, and we
are much pleased with it, and wish it success, We desire an exchange,
and our annual and semi-annual reports, Bible Union Reporter, speci-
mens of the work of Revision, and all other documents on Revision,
will be forwarded to you from this office.”

Brother Joggen D. Dagrnow, of Valley Forge, Jasper County, Mo.,
writes:

“ have been preaching in this connty about twenty-one months, and
the labor has resulted in 80 sdditions to the Church, and prospecis are
good for many more.”

The brethren of Teunessee will rejoice in Brother D.'s succesa,

- T

Elder Janes Honyes writes; Aug, 15th:

“Brorrrk Faxxmng:—During the month of July, I labored in
Obion, with Brother Banton, and had some good meetings, T returned
to Gibson snd commenced a meeting the 5th Lord’s-Day, and im-
mersed ten, and the brethren constituted with 32 members. Brother
Banton gained 12 at Liberty Grove the 1st Lord's-Day in Angust,
‘We commenced at Mason’s Grove, Friday the 10th, and haye had one
immersion. Brothers McGwin and Banton are with me.”

Elder Jesse L. SeweLr, of Putnam County, Tenn,, writes, August
ih: i

“T have recently immersed seven persons; on & profession of their

faith, in Jackson County, Tenn.”

Elder Wapn Baprerr, in o letter of the 29th of July, says:

“On yesterday, Brother J. Hootan and I closed a meeting at Ro-
bertson’s Work, with filteen additions. We greatly need preachers who
are néelligent, muld, and wneompromising, and who will preach the -
Gospel to a dying world becanse they love God and their fellow-men,
and not for the loaves and fishes,” See John vi. 26, 27, and 66-69.

A good snggestion this. If we receive full wages in the world, by
meansg of salaries, is it not possible our reward will not Le very desira-
ble in the future state? Aen who love the truth, and preach it in the
love of it, the Lord will support. B

1
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% CorroN-Gin Ponrt, August 1st.

“ Brotuer Fanxine:—I have been at this place preaching several
days, and I find the chureh here, and in many places, in a disorganized
condition, W, H. HOOKER.”

Resarks.—It will always be the condition of such as attempt to
feed on sermons, instead of performing the service which the Head of
the Church has ordained for the spiritual growth of his people.

TR,
“Warxesporo’, August 11, 1855,

“RBeLoven Brerarex:—Yonr soul-stirring Advocate is the very
thing. I have been wauting to see it for 2 long time, and, by the grace
of God, I will do what I can to circulate it in this seetion.

“Some of the persons whose names I send you, are Cumberland
Preabyterians, others are memhers of the old Baptist Church, and
others are men of the world. The brethren generally want the paper,

= “W. I, KIRKPATRICK.”

QUERIES IN REGARD TO PAYING PREACHERS.
OY. N. HACKWORTH.

Bros. Farsing axp LirecosMs—How would it answer to enter into
resolutions to this affect, via:

1st. To pay a preacher with a family, $500 per annum for his ser-
vicea?

2d. To pay a single man $3007

3d. To pay o stationed preacher just in proportion to his merits?

N. H.

Axswer—If we have no laws on the subjeet of supporting minis-
ters, I suppose it would answer‘vcry well to make laws for the regulation
of all such matters by 7esolves. 1 most respectfully ask Brother Hack-
worth, and all others concerned, if the Lord has given no rule of action
on this matter? Itis most probable the whole “hireling system” is just
upon the borders of a thorough examination. All men who “laborin
word and teaching’—indeed, in every department in religion, or in the
world, should reeeive according to their labor and real merits; but we
guestion very much if the system adopted by many, to “hire out the
service” which God has ordained for their spiritual health, to salaried
clergymen, does not prove ruinous wherever attempted. The times de
mand an examination of this subject. We ask Bro. Hackworth, and
the brethren gencrally, to send us their views, T. B,

oy
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THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE,

Tur brethren and friends have most cordially welcomed the Advo-
cate, in every section of our great country from which we have heard.
They have our most siucere thanks. We are more than satisfied the
disciples have a zeal for God according to knowledge, and we trust in
God we shall still be enabled to deserve their confidence. T. F,

REVIEWS. 3
Vazrovs books and publications have been received, but which, for
want of space, cannot be noticed in the present number. In due time

they shall all have attention. B, Bk

STATE MEETING.

Tur Christian BEvangelizing Association of Tennessee will hold its
next annual meeting with the Church of Christ at Philadelphia, near
Hickory Creck, in Warren County, commencing on Wedncsday (the
19th) before the 3rd Liord’s Day in October.

By a resolution passed at the last meeting, the following brethren
were invited to address the Association:

Elder T, Fanning, on the Reformation.
“ Wade Barrett, on Love.

“ W, D. Carnes, on Christian Unton.
o

J. K. Spear, on Prayer.
# J. J. Trott, on the Authority of Churches.

It is earnestly requested and urged upon the Churches and brethren
throughout the State, to take an interest in thia meeting and see that
they are represented. 'We are confilent that much good will result from
the brethren meeting and conferring fogether in a spirit of love and
enconragement, regarding the interests of Messiah's Kingdom. The
great questions of the conversion of the world, the Spiritual health and
welfare of the people of God, and the advancement of the Kingdom of
our Lord, arc of common and equal interest to every follower of our
Savior, Many indicalions at present lead us to hope for a brighter and
more prosperous day for the cause of our Redeemer in the land.
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Beloved brethren, let ns awake to a full sense of our duties to God

and to the world.
W. LIPSCOMB, Secretary

of the . E, A. of Tenm.

Jury 28tw; 1855,

Bro. Faxnixe—1I received the first namber of the “Gospel Advo-
cate,” and T hope it will prove to me n pleasant and instructive com-
panion, I have been wishing for something of the kind for a long
time. It isnot often I enjoy the pleasure of meeting with & congrega-
tion of disciples. Henee, with me, the necessity of the “Gospel Ad:
vocate” to cheer amid crooked and perverse doctrines.

‘We have three congregations of brethren in Dyor county, but I live
cight miles distant from the nearest. Recently we organized in Dyers-
burg with only cight or ten members. We thought thege would be a
nucleus around which others might be galliered, Bro. Bantan prom-
ises to preach for us once every month. He iz quite an intelligent
minister, and is listened to with much respect and attention by the cili
vens of the village and vicinity, Ilis Christian deportiment and social
qualities commund their respect, and even their affection. There is a
fair prospeet to do good, though as yet there have been no additions.

B. W. LAUDERDALE.

OBITUARIES.

Departed this life, at Mason's Grove, Madison County, Tenn., July
21st, 1855, Roxana A., daughter of Robert and Frances Billingsley,
aged seven years and ten mopths,

We would be gratified to publish the lines written by the afflicted
mother, but we lack space. 4 8

Eck Rmer, Texw, Aung, 9th, 1855,

Drar Bro. Paxxing—With a sad keart and weeping oyes, I have
seated myself to inform you of the death of my daughter, Lvoinpi
OCaroLing Moorg, who deparfed this life on Lord’s Day the 5¢h inst,
after a severe illness of nearly five weeks. She hLas left a disconsolate
husband and four motherless children. She was nearly 29 years of age,
but when seventeen she bowed to the authority of the Lord, and al
though she has left us, we sorrow not ns those who have no hope.

WADE BARRETT.

o
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