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THE CHURCH IN NASHVILLE. 
Fno:o.r various sources, we have learned thaJ; many of our readers 

and fellow-citizens anticipat~ a review of the new theology in the 
Nashville congregation; but however anxious our friends or enemies 
rua.y feel upon f;his, t~ us, extremely m1pleasant subject, we are not 
sure that the cause of Chris~ or good policy, at prcsen~ demands it at 
our l1ands. A most satisfactory exposure of t.he whole matter was 
published last year, by a committee of the Chnrch, and such as wish 
to read it, can be supplie(l by application to Cameron & Fdl, Nashville, 
'l'enu. 

'l'he apostle said: "All things that are lawful are not'' always "expc· 
dient," or calculated to !'edify;" and there are controversies which 
silence alone can teno.iuate. 'Ihe present is· ene, of that ch~acter, and 
we a.re fully sat.islied that the opposition has given life and energy to 
the new philosophy in Nashville. Every dissent has .been adroitly 
construed into the vilest perst:cntion. For tb.e sake of out brethren, 
however) at a distance, we wil11·espcctfully state the matter in dispute, 
and intimate something of the progress of the controversy. 

There is a party in the Church, the members of which maintain that 
t}i.e BiiJie is merely ''a collection of spiritual communications/' ·that 
"the book is not a.n infallible revelatioo fl"om God;" '"l'he hook," say 
they, "has fulfilled its end, and mn.n still soa.I.'S on;11 mi1·acles they re· 
gard a.s "developments of natural powert the pastor himself speaks 
freely of ''the cruel laws of Moses," "tbe brutal curses of David," 
charges Paul of being under "the errors of a false philosophy of t.he 
creation," and says, "Did I believe that it (death] conducted to a. 
gloon1y under-world, I, too, with Pan~ would expect a Deliverer that 
would carry that world captive." Thus the Bible is renou11ced, and · • 
e.veo the need of a Redeemer is denied. 

l 
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'l'he;;e at"<< tl1e thing~ tnnght no.w, in c01mection wil·h Unin~rsa.lism 
anr1 a Spiritualism, oren and a.vowecl, which uo Christian people on 
earth ha-ve n•coglli~cd, in o. hom~o err~ctcd a few years ago fo1· the 
teaching of the Clll'isti&n religion nncl the Wt·l'Ship of God, through 
Christ.. v\'e are not prepared to- say !:ow many of the members have 

adot;teJ the-new ·ey-atool, and the time has not fully arrived for drawing 
the lines. To be ;mre, many of llie. memhel'!'! have cxpres:!ctl tl1cir 
di:s:lcnt, hut no attempt. hns becm rua•k to rc-organir.e the Church. al­
Lhough some of the metn1Jel'!!- have thongltt proper to attend worship at 

other p1ac~~. A-\.s o•liro!'s a!Hl Christians, we express our earnest uesire for 
all the mt!mlm:.; to choose whom they will serve. If the Scriptures 
nrc the creed of Christj::ms, it i.'! their privilege to maintain thei.r au­
thority; hut if thr: uew· revdatio:n.s, which have been published by spme 
of the Nashyilie Chmch, a1·o thought by the congregation to he true, 
iL is the rigl1t of the n\embers to adopt them. The 1·evclations diii'er 
so widely that no ·one cull adopt boLh. So soon, however, as tho 
excited fccli!Jgs which have been encouraged shall b~come sufficiently 

calm for tho brethren to dccitlo tho great question of allegiance to 
Christ alone, or to the !lew· l)]ans, all other contt·ovcrsics willl)ccome of 
minor importance. 

We think "'ll have undct·atoou tl1e clifficnlties from tho hegilJning, 
and we wish to a.ssare our l>l·ethren ahroatl, tl1at wr bdieve a little 
time, godly 1•at-ienre, an•] Christian prudence, will pnt mu.tter.s into a 
lJett~r shape in N a >h viile. 

So much we have tl:Qnght proper to say, by way of apology for not 

taking hold of the new philosophy in a dillcrcut style, and we trnst 
that il will not be necos~ary to give this snhject n. p1·omiucnt place in 
our Jlngcs. 

To he sure, it is our intention to tliscu.~(', as rhoroJ~ghly ns we mny 
be able, e'•ery phase of the spccnlatious of the times, so soon as we 
can do su witho11l exciting improp~r leelin~"il.' ·we hope our br.~thrcn 
who know not so well as; ourselves, our sad conll.ict~, willl1o patient 
with u.<;. 'l'hey may rest llS$11l"CU tltat there are many in Nashville who 
wiil nevet· abandon the truth, and all of us are laboring to repair the 
breach in our Zion. \V c u10st earnestly tlesire the 1m1-yors of t11~ 
people of God. '1'. ]'. 

PnoltrTNmss iu onr religious dutills so hajlpily employs our time, 
that we p03SilSS UO inc!inatiou to rnn into es:ce:>ses. nevrare of sloth. 

.J 
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A 1'0UH. 'l'IIROUHH GJWRGL\, ALABAMA, A~D 
1IlSSISSIPPI. 

( (J(mtinucd j'l'otn llOff'J- 12.) 
On Friday morning, )f~y tho 18th, 1855, ~t 4 o'clock, wo ldt At­

lnnta-G~orgia's 1htttti.i m<:!trortolis-on the cnrs for Montgomery, the 
Capitol of Alal!amn, some 180 miles uiatnut, and arrh·cd safaly a.t 3-!r 
P. M. This is a ba:Lutifnllitll<.! city, ant! jndging from the ituptossion..;; 
mncl~ in the xlwrt time we Sf'(.lllf~ ·we ~houJd think the citizens nrc ft;· 

mnrlmlJly conrteou.;;. '!'he t<>speotivc detwmiuations hnvc meet,jJJg 
hom!e~, and the difiurant rcligio11S phases of society arc carefitlly pre­
served. There nre n few disciples in the city an(l vicinity, but we 

heard of no plilce of worship, not enm a "l1irml housu:' or privMe; 
dwelling, for the meeting of the sn.ruts. .. 

At 7 P. M., t.he s-nmo day, we took the stage for Selmn, dishmt 5.2 
miles, and after a rather disagreeable tr~wel throt:tgh the night, W<! 

reached our point of destination on t.Jfu moming of the 19th for lm~ak· 
£1st.. We were met at the l1otel by Brother D:t>id Hnmilton, awl by 
his kiml iuYitation we spent the time with him dnring our S•>jotu·n in 
Selma. Brolher Hamilton was, a few yca.ra ago, all elder in the Pres· 
byterian Cluu.-ch, but l~y inv~sUgation of the sul~:.:ct, l1e \Va;; cnahlo to 
deckm~ himsdf co~wincud that it i~ bctlcr to be govcmetl by the DiLle 
alone, than any otlwr system. 'l'he result was n confession of tl1u au­
thority of J e::~us Clu1~t, and a hm·ial in the Alalxuua l'i,·ct· by our 1nttel1 

l::nncuteU. brollu:r, Lhe late Alex:wder Gt·ahnm, of :\ofnrion. Since that 
date, Drotb>.lr Hawilton has been labl.'lti:ng most energetically for tLe 

establishment of a congregation_ iu tl:o town, nud the erection of a mc~t· 
ing house, and by great versonal excrtio111 wi~h the most lihcru.l nsc ot: 
his own purse, ho has sncceeuct.l in bolh. The house of worship hm; 
just l'cCch•cd th(' (;ui~her's brush, and it \Y:l.S mainly for the purpose of 
being with the brethren in the opening of their very haulls0111C a111l 
comlorta1Jlc edifice, th:tt we ll1ade the tl'ip South nt the time we did. 

May the 20th, at half past l 0 A. M., the doors were Ol)(mcd, and in 
a few minutes the house \'t'll.S crowded to ita utmost capacity with iut.elli· 
gent citizens. IL l1as selclom fallen to our lot tll meet :t cong{egativn 
e::d1ibiting more indicn.tions of high mental culture and refinement. \\. c 
delivered a llisconrse at 11 A. M., nnd another nt '1·l J>. M., tons r'e· 
spectful aml deeply interested nn audience as we expect to meet :~gain 
soon. "W c euden1ored to prese11t with ns much I•erspicuity as posaihlc 
the grcaL a.nd lending features of the Cluistian religion, and with tL sin­
gle exception, we heard of no dlssatisC1ction. Iucidentally1 how eYer, we 
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refeneJ in the discourse of the afternoon Lo the Romish dogma of "bnp· 
tisma1 r.egcncra.tion" to cleanse the $Ouls of infants from the sup}losed 
damnalJle "guilt of orig\nal si11,'' and fit tllCm for heaven, whrn a per· 
son who w·e heard was a Pu~eyite, gave tokens of ma.tkctl indignation. 

Such a scene we had not ";itnessed for many a year, but it was the le· 
gitimnte result of that anogant and impiou!-l SJ~stem emanating from the 
seven Italia,n l1ills, which drives its blinded and pxejnuiced devotees to 
the greatest extremities. In no country where Home has had t11e pow· 
er, has she permitted the people to doubt. the. divinity of her specula· 
tions. Though generally, the citizQns paid nwst earnest attention, and 
we incline to the be1ief that the impression was favornlJle. We feel 
much interest for the little band of disciples at Selma, am1 we feel sat· 
isfied, if tho members will show themselves proof against Satan's ins.in· 

uations that tlley cannot perform the service of God for themselves, 
they must pmsper. 

Mouda.y morning, May 21, aier breakfasting willh sister E. :VI. Lav· 
ender, wife of ·the la.tl\ lamen.terl Dr. Lavender, we b~dc adii?u to our 
friends in Selma, a.ml in company wit.h Col. Russel, a Pre~uyterian elder, 
who kindly oflered us a passage in his buggy, we ;.;at 0ut for ~Iarion, a 
distance of 28 miles, and arrived in the aften1oon of the same day.­
AJthough our appointment lor preaching was not till the 22J, from the 
anxie~y o£ the brethren to llea1· preaching, we addressed the cit.1zeus at 
8 P. M., on "the power of revelatiou." We delivered two t1iscourses 

on Tuesday, and one on Wednesday, to very deeply intcre:::tcJ :~uJiences. 
For no people can we feel gre.ater concern than for the disciple-s in Ma.· 
rion. God, in l1is proviclence, bad used us as an instrument in assisting 
to build up the Clmrch at that place, and we did once con:>illcr it in ·ad· 
vance of any congregation in the Sonth. Though, at present, the 
brethren are "in deep mourningt" from which they cannot. soon re· 
cover. .Alexander Graham, the first teacher in the place, the builder 
of the meeting house, and for mall}' years the main stay of the cause 
in Marion, and by far the most efficient man in the South, is no more. 
His equal the brethren mn.y not soon find. This is tJ;"Uly a sad (tfllictiou; 
but ~tnother of more recezlt date is felt with mnch dct>})Cr anguish. Last 
year the disciples incautiously "gave out" their service to a. nhireling," 
who 11eared not for the sheep, because he was a hireling," and when he 

.sa.w the wolf coming he Hed, aud. the wolf caught some, and SC!tttered 
others. Without a fignre, the bretht·eu with muoll liberality, and no 
doubt with the sincere J1ope of doing good, engaged the services of a 
_preacher at $1500 for the year 1854. His task was ~o satisfy the 

.. 
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memhers that the labor of reading and thinking bclouged to the "paslm·," 
and that it wa,i!)iighly unbecoming in any, save a minis~el:, (clergyman) 

9 to preside at the Lord's taule, or to co.nduct any part of the worship. 
More·ovor, it had been his labor for years to convince the brethren 
whet·ever he traYeled, th:.t it is Christian charity for every one to be· 
lieve and net in obedience to the dictates of his own selfish <le<~irei>, 
called oonsc.hmce; and, indeed, he boasted of the same "liheral views 
of rcligkm. clnimelllJy latitudinarian~ tra.nsccndcntnlists, universalists," 
an(l infidels generally. 

In te(\ching such things for a whole year, by awe of good}Jersonal 
appearance, f.1.ir powers of declamation, and sympathies educated and 
highly trained for snoh insidious work, great power was given to the 
enemy: 'l'he results, though had, might have been worse. The a.pos· 
tate preacher, towa.rds the close of the year, gave indubitable evidence 
to the bre.Uucn of f1\tal moral bankruptcy, and as a stroke of his aecus· 
tbJncd policy, took shelter in a Roman portico. 

If the brethren at :Marion sho\lld prefer serving God for themi!elvos, 
and yet nid as their ability may :.tltow, in "sounding out" the gospel, 
the Lord will bless and prosper them. They Jlnvc our prayers aml 
sympathies. 

From Marion we journeyed to Mt. Hehron, in Green co., Ala.., n dis· 
tance of some SO miles, and spent two very }Jleasant days with the 
disciples. At this point om esteemed brother, P. n. La-wson, who 
l1as been a constant and faithful laborer for years, met us, and accotn· 
pnnied us to Clinton. ]'rom Clinton, we traveled to Columbns, }[i~a., 

8•1 miles dis!nnt, nnd took quarters " 'ith Brother D. vVilliams. "vV c 
spent Loru's D::..y, May the 27th, and Monda.y the 2Stb, in Colnmbm:, 
and delivered five discourses to very large and attentive audiences. 
We hacl the honor of plantit)g tl1c Church in this city in 1843, with 
some 115 or 20 members, and notwithstanding their many trials, from 
tl1a.t point the gospel l1as spread in V<lrious directions. 'l'he brethren 
seemed nmc1t reirc.shed in spirit, and w·e rejoiced to learn that they do 
not £1.il to meet and observe the ordinances of the Lord's house. 

Brother Dr. W. H. Hooker met us at Columbus, aud was kind 
enough to convey us to Palo Alto, in Cbiekasa.w county, on 'l'uesday 
the 29th, !lnd to Aberdeen, in Monroe county, on Wednesday, May the 
30th. We were happy to learn lhat Brotther Hooker had determined 
to devote l1is energies to the gospel, and without the least disposition to 
flatter, we fl!el tlp~t it is proper to say to Brother Hooker, it is in 
his powor to accomplish much -good. • 

.. 
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Wc}Jreachecl once at l1arton and Pnlo .luto, and twice in Aberdeen. 
Culumlnts and Aberduen are among~t the most flnurishing n.ncl agree­
r.hle places iu the interi.or of :Mississippi. At Ba.rt011, we were kindly 
untertaioed iu the hospi~ble f.'lmily of Drot}u,:r Collins; at Palo AHo, 
we spent the time with our old friends Brother Dr. D. Hill antl L:uly. 
:mu also paid a short ·dsit to Brother Dr. DeaD.ll; nntl at Aberdeen, wo 
:;harcd the bouuties of Brother Bumpass. 

'fh,u·sday, Ma.y the 31st, at q I~. :M., we left for Moulton, Ala,. 
1•nssed Rnss<·lville, Tuscmnl>ia nncl CourLland1 ll-tlll r(•ached our place of 
Llcstitmtion on S<ttnrday evening, J uue 2cl Preached at night, three 
rimes on Lord's Day tl1e 3u, and o~ce on Monday the .lth, amlleft with 

B:other J. T. :McDaniel at l o'cl<•ck the same day for Dt'catur, in Mor· 
g:1.n county. We reacl1ed the town as the Sllll went down, and hearing 
ll.ere ·was a "revival meeting" in progress, uot ha,·ing witue.~sed the 
Jil:e in many years, we concluded to :tLleud. A.ucl whilst we feel no 

di~position to make a li_ght or tmkinJ remark, we think it will be in· 
struetivc to the 1·co.dcr to ...-ery hrieii.Y notice what we witncBS(I.U, On 
ente1·ing the meeting l1ouse, w<· found perlmpi! some ISO respectable 
k•~>kb•g per.soHs u:ssembled, all of whom wer(! straugcr.s to u,;;, ~md we 
soon le:n-neJ there were tl1ree preachers engaged iu the work. 'l'ho 
young rnnn ·who .rose t{) preach took the text, ccAnd if tltt' r;ghteous 
~:carcdy be saved, where sl1:tll the ungodly and the sinMr appear:' 
The pa;,sag:e, t.o ~;ay the least of it, 1lnd llO application to that auuicmce. 
l'he rtposLle was speakiug of "n jutlgmcnt" about "to l1egin at the house 
of U.o•l''-Jl~l'nsalcm-ancl aclll.>, '·if it begins at u.-;"-tho obedient 
JoHY$·-"wha.tshnll the en!l he of them that obey not the goS}lel c1f Gocl'l" 
T:H~n he f!ngg..:sts the rJiffit::ulty of the escape of ll11~ obeclie.n.t nt the 
1lestruction of tho temple. Hut while the pt!'aeh~u: was ltUempting 
to excite the congregation by urging that the righteous wouhl "scarcely 
ht: saYed," the dechmtlivn of Peter that "an cntrancu sh:\11 he mil.~i~ter· 
ecl nbundunL]y int.o tlw evcdastiog kingclom of our I.onl and Savionr 

J usus Ghrist" continued to 11re;,s upon my llcart. It lutll hecu many n. 
year since we had witnessed such vehc1ncnco of mannc1·, anJ. yet it 
wru; n little singlllar to 1;eho1d the composccl manner in whkh most of 
the o1J bl'ethren slept nucler the monoto11y nml tlmnclm· of tho prcach­
llr's voice. A r~c:w, however, SO!lnwd deeply aftt:ctcd, nml c.t th!l call 
for mourners, tlU'<~e or four ladies, in grea.t sincerity, no d<mht, n.ncl nu­
g11ish nf soul, p1·esented themseh·es as 11$eekcrs of tcli[:.ti.On." vVo l'C· 
maint!rl to hear the prayers of ,,,..o of' the preach&rs, and tho main poiut 
in each was a loud appea.l to tfle LorJ to con1e Lhat night-immedi· 

·" 
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ately-an<lJM.rdon ~he penitents. Bttt according to their <n\·n ndmis· 
sions, th.e Lord did not hear thdr prayers, a11d with all th~ i!inging, 
prayers and cxert.ions, the mourners left tmcomfurtt"-t. We. c111l atten· 
tion tli> the subject to ask these good brei hren, and an of like. p!'lct.ice, 
why uid not God answer 1.lw prn,yers? "\Vas ever a pr::tyer '~j.~ /CJ~'Il.'' 
offered to Hca.v011, 11ot aJB\\·crell at the mome11t? Did. mortal man ever 
approach the Lord, "believing thnt he .is, and is a. .re"·nrtler of Lhem 
thaL diligently seek Him," ~·ho was uisa.ppointcu? W 11re not all the 
three thousand parduneda.tJems:\lera upou tl.e fir::t elluH to ":;ave rhf'lll· 

selves?" Were not the SamMitans, meu and women, f~rgh•eu the~ 

lilOment they submiLte<l to the gospel? (Acts S, 12.) And nrc not 
all penitent beliavers pa.rdonod in "obey}ug !i·om the heart tl1e form of 
Joctrine" given for admission into the !olcl of Chris:? Wh(}n tl1e gos· 
pel p1·omises are slLJ'e, why will men wko seem to fear God, adopt a 
system which n1ust ever lc\we the auuject of nnni:S$iou iu douht'l TLc 
plain trnth is, out fi·ien,li; who ,adopt i11is llmctiee 1·ely not nn. the pro· 
miscs connected witb the faith au•1 obeuit'Jhle of the g<.•.:>p~l, b\lt upnn 
SI/Ule supposed "eviueuce of feeling,'' for pu·aon. Tills "feeling cvi· 
dcn<.-o" llll.tst be a revelation inlmecliatcly from God, vr it is Mthbg 

b!lJOilll tl1e feelings that naLur>llly m·i:le from a bewih1·:nalwiwl. It is 
bot.h a pil.y, ami cryi.ng shame, tl~a.t the teachers of this age will not 
direct euquit·er::; in the worlls of the Holy Spirit. 

We left Decatur on the merni11gof the 5ttJ, and at •lnr1ight ou the 
ruo1·ning of the Hth we l'Cnche'l Bdtlgeport, ou the TclmQ;;see 1·iv•~.r, r.t 
whic1t place we took the cars tor Nashvi,llc:1 mhl re;h.:hctl home. on W~od· 
lH~ad:'ly night at 11 o'cloc.;k, niter an ~~lJscnce of 24 day:::, haviug trav· 
t)lell c>V~l' a thousalld miles and delivered :!7 di.-,cm1rse;;.. \Vo wct'c 

~hankful to a kind Father to find all our hon>oholcl in govd health. 

FIRST PRINCIPLES. 
:N lJ~UlE!~ II. 

( ConHnucd, fi·om Jll'l:fe )5.} 

1'. :B'. 

IN onr former numbe.r, ·we. intimated, tlu~ot, to discuss "~lte first prin­
cipl<!s" of the Christian rellgion profitably. we sbo1M contemplate 
uwn in all his relat.ions to nature m)d to God. .AltltOt1gh this is a vast 
1ieh1 for examination, when properly surveyed we can bnt be well 
prepa.tecl to appreciate the institutions rcvealetl in the Rhle. 

Philosophers, metaphysio.:ianJ, speculatiBts, uwraii.sts, and even grave 
religioni~t.s, agree that mau is a. trinity, viz: an a.nima7, inMlect·ua~ and 
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moral being; and we feel that we shall be in honorable company in 
walking in their illustrious footsteps, although we may dill'er widely in 
some of our conclusions. The attempt to re·.,·iew t.be different theories 
tmder any one of these lteads, would l>e quite nusu.itnble for a work of 
the size of the Advocate. Our purpose- must be, thm·cforE', to look at 
t~e resnll'l, and not stop to e:xa-miuc the processes by which the various 
a:uthol'S ha.:ve arrived at their conclusions. 

1. Man, in his natural, or nnimal state, is "without hope a.nd witlwut 
God in the world." Yet, with-the lower a~imnls, be possesses fleshly 
feeling~, or desires, denominate<l the "animal i~lstinc~." \V c think it 
altogether proper to ascertain something of the nature and limits of 
the instincts of the lower animals, and, if poss ible, learn w l1et~cr our 
instincts are superior or inferior. Instinct is dcfi11ed, "A certain 
powort by which, independent of n.ll instruction or expericllCe1 animals 
arc tJnerriugly di.rected to do, spontaneouslyt whatever is necessary for 
the prest-rvation of the imlividual. or tl1c continuation of the kind."1 

This power enabJes animals to seck food, but not to produce it from 
the earth. They merely consume whatever is placed in their way; and, 
in some instances, t1u;:ir instincts protect them against· poisonous sub· 

stances. Nature guidca some animals to seek protection from the 
incletneucies of the weather, and others t.o construct mansions adapted 
to th().ir wants. Thus, the bee makes its 'house with greater mathe­
matical accurney than the most cunning artificer of earth, 11.nd the bird 
builds her nest with an unacquired skill. But all ins~inctive move­

ments are infaUihly correct. 'fhe power is perfect at first. Hence 
there can bo no education or progress in any instinctive force. 'l'he 
first "wa.sp·nl!st," or beo-hive, wns ns perfect as tho last; and every 
worrn, insect, and animal, from the least to the greatest, was as prucise 
in its first natm·al movements, as the last; but nature is bounded, and 
can not permit her creatures to pass their own natural, sphere. 

Man, too, possesses instincts or feelings wllieh lead him, ·with other 
animals, to seek foot.!, but 110t to produce it; and, like them, to love his 
kiw;l; but beyond these offices of inatiuct, we can call to mind uo 
natural poweYS sufficient to direct our steps. 

It is maintained by transcendental philosophers, or such as belioYe 
in the ability of human nature as a. physical, intellectual, and lUota.l 
guide, without revelation or supernatural aid, that as a man posaesscs 
instincts to furnish his temporal wants, it is hut reasonable to conclude 
he has n.lso spiritual instincts for his moral light aud guidance. This 
statement constitutes the pith and marrow of tnost of the reli:ioull 

t 

.Y' 
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controversioo of this ag~, and :we will, therefore, endeavor to e~amine 
i~ with some degree of clearness, but yet with bre'Vity. 

We ask, in the :first place1 if human beings do really possess powP.rs 
for supplying their temporal 'Wants? In civilli:ed life, it is believed 
that comfortable clothing ancl mllDSions for protection are indispensable; 
but does nature guide in regard to these? 

No barbarous people have ever, per se, made tlte least adv1mcemcnt 
in either their physical, intellectual, or spiritual condit1on; and if we 
are correct., we argue that there are no elements in human na.ture com· 

petent, mudded, to produce iln1n·ovemo1Jts. ('Ve have seen, it is tn1c, 
educated dogs, horses, &c., but the lower animals enjoy no pr·inciples 
of self-education) All of tl1cir improvemcllt is by superiors. Savage 
tribes, also, which have been improved, have lleen elevated from 

sources witl1out, and never from inherent power. Tl1e civilized went 
amongst t:hem, and after years of toil 11>11d self-sacrifice, the iron hands 

began to yield; aml the history of missionary operations fully confirms 
our conclusions. 

But if man e:o:llibit a lack of internal natural force to elevate l1im 
physically, we sl10uld scarcely anticipate native ability to improve, 
without assistance, as to his moral and intellectual nah1re. Although 
we often hear of "selfed-ucatecl 11W11," of men who, from tho native 
force of t11eir own inward being, have arisen to eminence, we doubt 
if thet:e is any such a. thing as sclf-edncation. Whilst we admit as 
great differences by nature in l1uman beings as .:~thcrs, we 11ave yet to 
be satisfied that auy one left to himself from infancy, could possibly 
rise above animal or natural n1cn, in the words of inspimtion. Eclu· 

~ cation, to be sure, means to "bring ont," but this is Mcomplishecl by 
external influences. I~ indeed, education and intellectual and moral 
improvement are the 11atural out·growtll of hwnnnit.y, why ao much to 
do in regard to schools and systeml! of improvement? Upon the 
hypothesis, they are not only useless, lm~ most injurious. 

·we therefore conclude that we possess no uativ·e instinct to snpply 
either o11r temporal, ii1telleetual, or spiritual wants; and we might add, 
with much propriety, that the acquisition of every temporal blessing, 
above the lowest brute desire, and of all intellectual and spiritual ad· 
vauccs, is adverse to every natural instinct. Eating brt>ad by the 
"sweat of the face" is unnatural, and so adverse to all the feelings of 
humanity, that it requires a. strong e:etcrnal force to enable us so far to 
deny ourselves, or reuounce onr own impulses, to gain an ho11est sup· 
port. Nature says, "Take what you can iiu.d, and give not a.n cquiva· 
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lent;" and l11.mce, ·while mim nre lE'tl by thcil' imtt.inct, tl1ey a.rl.!, a)u1 will 
ever be, doomed to thefts and other huinous infringements upon law 
a.ud the good order of society. But au inspireJ writer hns forever set­
tled thi<~ question. Paul sn.ys, "The flt!sh lui:iteth against l:he spirit, 
~nd the spilit against the flesh, and thcso are coutrnry the one to the 

·other; so that you cannot. do tl1o thmgs. you would."-(Ga.l. v. 17.)• 

2. 'Ve roay l)e told, by lJoth mett~.physicinns and religionists, th.'lt 
'IC(JNSCIENCE ia a natm·al nnd sufficien.t guide to man, so far as right 
and wrong are concetned." .Although thousands and Lens of tltOltsn.nds 
of V'olumes hnve been w.riLten upon t·his ex.trnvag~tn~ly ~~bsw·tl theory, 
when closely cx:unineil1 it atneunts to nothing 1uore·than the doctrine 
of guiilauce by the nuhnal inst.inct.s, whicl1 we have ulreally noticed. 

If the ath-ocates of the speculation mean to say that man pcssess(JS 
a fuc.1tlty of dirtcl, knowi11(1, without study or external influence, then, 
n,ll that has Le~n done iu tl1e worlcl in n•g/\rcl to educativn, is a n)ost 
ridiculous filrcc; aml werso still-it not oulr prcchulcs t.h.c nece;;sity of 
r<!Yebtion for the instruction and guidance of our race, b11~, in ilH'l 

language of the infield times, !!ay1l, "1'h~:: Bible h::tS ln\d it~ day," rc· 
straiuts :<rc tlJtown off, :mel the era of that freedom is· cla;rming, wh~n 
nll can worsl1ip as they feel, iu obedience to the rlidataa of tlwir own 

conscienC!e1 or, in the language of Theodore Parker, in ohcclience "!.o 

conscie.nce--'Goa with UB.'" 1'his system of thing,'! was, not a century 
ago, attempted in infidel null bloody li'1·anco; and slwu1d the .Am~ricau 
people ndopt such a rultJ, if we may so ];onor tl10 ncgntiou of nll rule, 
anarchy must p~·evail, l~v nml xestraints must yield, :wd :;a\'age auJ 

brute foree11mst trinu1ph most iugloriuusl~'· 
It i'equires no philoi!<lphic eye to sec thn.t such must be tho ten~1ency 

of most of our sp(Jculativ~, political, mcuq}h ysical, and religious sys­

tem~. 

nut it may bo proper to so.r that e.-ery <mo's conscience is th~ N· 

snlt of his educa.Lion; hut it llB\'('r wus iutcwled as a. guide or teacher. 
All men are led by th..:ir 1:'HOUGIITS, aud conscicJlCO "bcnnr witnes!l" to 
the truth of whnt they think, whether l.rne or fah;o.-(Rom. ii. 15.) 
But we int(!lld not Sl11mwh a discussion of thvsc assumptions at present, 
as a plain statement of thoir import and tcmleneiea . 

.3. \\r e are tolll that man is led by l1is "yocl~ r~~t~son," and Deeds 
nothing higher. 'Whilst we flatter ours~lf that no one more highly 
a.pp1·ecintcs not only pure rea.son, but R.l:;o all correct rensoning, we 
have b~n so thoroughly sicl\enod 'by ih; application wiJ..hin a ft'W years 

post, that we sometimes l'eally :&:ar a dis1Josit.ion to -4lbject to the word. 

•. 

·" 
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1'hi~ feeling in ow· henrt, howe\·m·, we apprehend, has bee11 produced 
by its use with nnthiukiug rnell, whose highest lttllbitiou is to cater 

to ignomnt pl·ejudice for fil~hy h1cre's sake, whos~ fleshly a.ud nnrfght­
eom; liv~s sltottlcl be rvml an!l !mown of ttll mou, a.uJ who are utt<:lrly 
incapable of d<'fining the wot·d, hnt who at the san1c time exhibit mitch 
con1posuxe in ditJeoursiug upon somt>tl1iug they <mil reason. 'Fbis, to 
tLe peopte geltc>l1L~ly, is a high-sounding wortl, without meaning. Iu 

the language of Sir 'William Hamilton, it is :J.tnong the "vague nn<l 

vacillath!g words" of the timos. 

r Still, there i:; il. philo.;ophic u~;~e of L)JC word to which it· ~·ill become 

us to pay our respect.;. \V o nro nwar<: t.hat lllQst metaphysician:! 

empl\,)y the wonl reason to ilenotc '·'thr divini~y within," "t.he heavenly 

spark," tho power of dir<'\ct [l.j1pcrcoption7 or of knowing lhings visible 

:mu invi;;iule without oliort or lcanring. 'l'he Scotclt met.aphysici:m, 

Reid, used the worrl reason to llenvte tlu~ 1wet.lc powe:l>, or that "com­

llKr!l :>eliSe" lly whieh we know without lu:mul!g. Bat if we posse-ss 
!!uch }fU\\'Ut<>r we need noll1iug Ul0f('1 aud hoth lca.ming a.lltl revelation 
arc u:;ulc,;.';l. '\\.i::~hing, huwuver, to be hl'iuf in the s!;;tc:mout of r.ll 
thc.:;c VCX(·d 'luc:;t,iom, wc rumark tb!lt we allow no meauing uf rea.;;on 
which will iuvolHl the lUCil that. man pu,;st1ai:lc&1 uy nal.Ul'O, capacity, 
without the niu of supor-ad~lcd light, to work out :my part of r.he 

prohleru of the origin of thu l'<ICP, oi· iLB dusl.iuy. Still1 we feel C1)n­

strnincd, !Jy a higb seusL: of i!Ltty to our t·u;lclors, tv (,•ixc, if possible, a. 
definition of r<:asrJn w hid1 will st:wd tho tcsL of cri tioisrn. 

Arit'toilu says, HReasuu is uot the faculty of princi}•les, that G1.eulty 
being intelligence p1·opt-.r." J.t is mnnifet>t that this distinguished Gre('k • 
n:gnrderl not run.son as cciuh·alent to iHuepettcleut or spvnlaneoua 
lmowlctlg~·, au<l !.bat nothing short of }1\U·u tlivb~ity, wltich :ti.t,m:hes not 

to m.an, can n mount to "i:nklfiueliC~ Jltl']}tl'.'' The ccl(>bra ted BocthellS 
giYvs the same definit.ion in umch. more perf'picuous language. He 
st.atcs that :•Hcasun, or discul1!ive j.nt.ellect., belongs to 1uau1 whilst 

iutelligcnco, or intuiti vc intellect, is th~:~ exclu~;ivu attribute of divinity." 

It ,·.-ill Lc. n<,te<l that the f.l.uthor m:tintruH>' that "tliscursi~·e int.ellecl," 

'or the P'>wer of pallSing from premises to concln8ions, is .reason, whi()h 

neitlter belongs to the lmnlt rUJimah uor God, but t.u man o"nly. Jeho­
vu.h alone poil,;esses t'ni:ttit~<m, or t!tCJ power of "direct kncnc·•ng"~know­
ing withultt cffol'tj but tdmtevar man has, in t.ho language of the 
Bible, l1e "receives;" stil~ he boasts as if he did not 1-cceivc it. 

'l'he conclusicm of 1.he whole matter, tlum, i~, thn.t while man ia the 
only lloing iu Lhe universe po.ssessed o_f ro~ou, his a.ninu1l in.,tincts are 
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few apd imperfect; and as to direct apperception of the invisible, he 
has not the shadow of a. claim, God sees the eml from the beginning, 
looks tl1rough his vast universe without an effort; lmt man, who, for 
four thousand yenrs, "felt after God,'' is yet compelled to look to the 
Father, thr.ougl1 his word :md nppointments. 

So much we have tleemed it most important to present to our 
readers in reference to Gur frail brotherhood of en.rth. In conclul!ion, 
it might be well to repeat, that our animal instincts point alone to the 
grntiJication of our flesl1ly desires, lmt tl1ey create nothing; conscience 
is but the result of our training, m.ld wl1ilst reason is -peculiarly o•1ra, it 
enables us only t.o.examin(.l the SU1>ornatural aicls offered for our lighL 
aild guidance through this wilderness of sorrow ana affliction. 

T. F. 

'fHE PRICE OF KNOWLEDGE. 
'l'RE wise man said, ''Buy the truth, and s~ll it not; also wisdom, 

instru~tion, and nnclerst.a:nding." 'I' he same wriusr also deelared that 
"Wisdom is the principal thing;" therefore, said he, "got wisdom; Gnd 
iu all thy getting, get understanding." 'rheorotically, all men regard 
knowledge as tha greatest wealth of earth; but practically, few rise 
above the gra.Liiicatious of sense. Why these extremes? Why is it 
that all the aged, and most of our youth, can be thoroughly satisfied 
as to the intrinsic value of knowledge, yet bnt one in a score, wilh the 
most favorable opportunities, become truly lea.rned nml wise? We ap· 
prebend tho. orro1· lies in some k'\tt\1 mistake ~s to the price of knowl· 

edge. Parents in affil1enoo generally boast thttt they possess an ahun· 
dance. to give their chilJ.r~n utltc be.'!t education the comltty afl'r.Yld,Y," and 
yet, strnuge to record, not one son of wealth in a thousand, becomes 
a distinguishl!d man; anu very few rmna.in respectable to middle age. 
Ten youths from tile industrial pursuits of life, become healthy, 
wealthy, and wise, to one brought up io indolent case. All men dis 
tinguishetl in the professions of law, medicine, or theology, arc }(Lbo· 
riou.s students, and most of them first graduated in the school of. 
handicraf~ industry. Master sohol~rs are always men of intense labor, 
.extreme self-denial, and untiring endurance, physical aud ment~l. 
Jehovah sa.id to man, "Tho-u $halt eat lnca(l by tlw $lveat of thy J(lcc;" 
and from the moment the decree we11t forth from Eden, all physical 
improvement and enjoyment have dependecl upon labor- hone.-;t iudttil· 
try; and yet, 'nle:lltal t:1.n1 is quite as important to higll intellectual cui· 
ture. The records of the world fail to /oint us fo a single e:xamplo of 

.. 

A 

' .. 
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an eminent scholar, distinguished profeasional gentleman, or renowned 
stalcsma.u, ·who did not pcty an equivalent for his llistiuct.ion in honest 

labor, the only p1·ice of knowledge. It is vain for parents or teachers 
Lo think of success in the education of our youth, unless the young 
ntina oan first be satisfied that the sto1·es of knowledge have but "one 
price." No "Jewiug" is admissible; there is no short anu easy road of 
lea,mingi and there cau he no modificatiou of terms. 1'he first step is 
a determined resolution to a.dvancei and then, pet·severing 1\·Ud unyield· 
ing effort will overcome monntain!l, till the reward is gloriQns. But 
the writer feels deepest concern in the department of morals. He 
most devoutly wishes to serve his genen~otion in stimulating his con· 
temporaries to exertion in spiritual acquisitions. 1'he publishing of 
papers and books, and delivering lectures, exhortations, and sermons, 
can be of no avail to a people not inclined to 1·ead1 study, toil; and 
$tr'uggle for light divine. Descartes, the philosophic:tl drea1uer, main· 
ta.iued that man becou1es not wise till he shuts out aU e.xterual influ· 

ences; aud modern ant,i-Ohristian religioui:~ts, with the delusive snppo· 
sition th:tt he is naturally inclined t.o pious emotions, support the dog· 
rna. that the highest spiritual attainments nre reached iu passivi~y. 

That whenever tha goul can entirely free itgclf from all that is with• 
out, whether it l)e the Gospe~ the Church, or tho world, its growth in 
spiritual light and vigor is most ra1)id. .nut how contl'adictory to 
every truth in bmnan llature a.nd the teachings of the good Spirit of 
Godl All nre11 left to themselves al·e 1'of the earth, and earthy;" IUld 
hence the Saviur exhorts, "Renounce yourselves and take up the 
cross." 

r Solomo~ after a long and profitless struggle in fleshly gratification, 
exho1·ted, "Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, 1tncl bow not unto 
thiuc own understanding.'' 

The plain and undisguised truth ia, that religion, while it .is contrary 
w human na.tnre, and Va.'3tly au11erior to it, yet is well cll.lculated to 
improve, honor, and exo.lt it. But all upon the single conditirm of 

effort on our pa.rt. .An idleness that gives to others the labor of 
thinking for 11s on religious subjects, is the deJ)raviug an.d Llightmg sin 
of the· age. 'rhe Rotl').an hierarchy sttmds forth a.s a monumental and 
deplorable eXaln})}C of vaesaJage, ignorance, dcpnwity, anu the deep· 
est degradation, arising solely from a '\\·ant of that religious knowledge 
which is iu the po:wer of all, if the.y did but know it, and possessed the 
euergy w pay the requisite price. Any pract.icc or system adopted 
in the churches, which transfers the habit of reading and inve:Stigating 
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the grave subjects treater} in the DiviM Orncl~s, from lhQ pcopl-<l to A 

class, of men stylea prcl).ehcra, must, sCJuncr or lnter, hring upr,n the 
members a spiritun1 dearth, which can but termin:\te in Iooral ~l\lnth. 

W(1 Can lHWC 110 ho!JO of profiting Sl).int or ;;inner, but by aiding iil f,he 

examination of matter;; pcrtaini11g tc tlte spirit\1al interest of our 

times. Most persons in th\3 coumry might eoon uoL ouly hmrn th{~ 

truth as sut forth in C.llu·i:it Jc~us our Lora, but make moi1t sat.isf.'lct.ory 
attainmen~s in spiritual knowledge, if the,r co11ld only be pcrsuarlcd to 

1,· 

pay the price. l!'ricllrtS, brethrou, cow1trymcn, will you not, fvr the ~ 

sake of ,.ll, huwlrml fvlol ia tl~is life," :m..l immortality in tlw uoxt, rcnu 

God';; woru1 uml diligently stw/,y hetwcn's t•hiloso1•hy, as spread over 
its spirit·illnl\lin..:d pages? '1'. F. 

THE F .Al'l'U OF THE GOSPJ~L. 
IN the first number of tlte ''Gospel Allvocato," we emlenYorcd to 

prQBent Christ 118 the a.utlJor of Si\lvatiml to the ,\-orld. ·v{ o n:t.torn)1ted 
to show lhal the go.Sll~l \\'a$ tl1c <:kdnl'aiion ::11111 atte~;i:atiou of }ria rli· 
vine mission, nnd of (ho contlil.ion upon wl1ich he l1ns olicrud Jllln1on 
autl j1tstification to l<>st, wretched and ruinerl humanity. It iil nu b<!~tl­
tiful tlJeory of inconlprehcnsible di~tiuetions nntl invisihle truth, bnt the 

glorious l'OY<Jbtion to tho wor-ld of God's rich and n1ercifu1 philantlm>11:·, 
manifested, S~;>lllcd, ttnd m;wle forever snrc, in heaven and on c-nrlh, by 
the lif€, the death, the resurrection and R!:iC(!tl:;iQu of "Lis ·well 1Jolo,.·ed 
Sou. s~u:h heu\·enly facts the gospelJWCscnt.s for man's acceptalJCe, 
upon the 1Jighe1:1t authority e\'Cl' given in this Ulli\"C1'S<l. 1'o I!lCll :l;llU 
'\\·omen df.-siring to 1e:trn the way of snl va.tion, lhe fir:;t gt•cat duty is to 
kn<)W these f:tet~heeomo ncqunintcd with this migl:ty "[ii!TSVHngo--to 

learn l1is chnra.cter-tlm purpose of hi:; Uli&:iou to ~tth-in a wor,l, to 
le .. rn all the event."! of J1is mimenlous birth, lds ben~tvolent lite, hi-'! 
crud tl~ath, his triumphant comluest over the power of death and the 
gt·nvt't and his gl0rious ascension anti coronation as Sovereign nnJ Lord 
of the universe. \Vithout a elcrn·· und•~('Stamong of that:e fo.cts, aud 
their purpo~c nnrl mcanilig to tho \\·orltl, no aUcmpt at religious life cau 
avail in tl1e least towa.rus uccepttmoe with God. 

Nor is man at ull e.xcusable 11t this d:ty for ignorance of tlu~sc gr~at 
anJ important 1nattera. FQ.ss(~sing alltbe revclntio.ns which Uou h3s 
ever matle to tho wo•·ld, he e:1nnoL be hold gniltlcss in the sight of 
Ile;•vca if h11 ne.gloct.a to liecome nequaint~cl ·wiLh tho will of God to 

man. Christ appoin!otl vne single D.1enns fbr spreading o. knovr 1· • 
edge of his mission over t!te earth, "Go teach 1l.ll un.~ons;'' "Go 
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prcnci.t the gospel te eYCl'Y ere:~. Lure," are bis ]:tst injnncLions to his uis· 
ciples. To the nwn of this day the sau10 commnnds cxtetvl, am1 A 

knowledge of the same jhots ia~ in the power of a.ll. The glorious fnct.s 
of tho r~ligion of Christ art! so cleln ilmt none c;:au he ignorant of 
them, with any just 11rctext in the sight of God. Raving k'1wwn 
Chrillt, rMm's d~tty ia to ,l1L'lievo on him as ho was m:lllir<l:ltecl to the 
worlll. F:.Jjth in him as iht} :mtlwr of salvfttion-M the great and only 
N:une "givou among mm1 whereby we must lJe saved," is tl1o first stcp 
which any man or ·womau can talce in Christian life. It is tJw first 
lllOVC whirh ean be lll:lUe towa.rrl that world of joy au1l pell.ce mvllife 

eternal. To believe on the Lord Jesus as tl1e Sou of God-the S:wiour 
and Ilawgiver of the unlveril~ stands before every other net on man's part 
in the appointment of' God. H('peuta.nce and pra.ycr nnd lmptism have 
their npprllpliatc place in the ecuMnty of God, butuonc of them occupy 
th~ £rst place. Failh alune prcc~tles all otl1er&. No oLlwr act can he ac­
ceptahlc without it. "Whatsoever is uot of fhith is sin." Philip to 
the Ethiopihn nebleman demanding of him tbc ordinnuce of hnptism, 
pttts to him the coudition, ~>If tbon l-eHe1,1eld with all thy heart thou 
mayest." HiR nolile auswer wa.'!o, "l bolie11e tlurt Jl•sus Glu·ist is the 
Sou of God." To the teti·iJ1cc1 a.nrl trembling Jailor, who cried out to 
Pnnl and Silas,' uvVl111t must I do to he saved?" tl1cir auswm· was, 
11l3t:lfeve on tlle Lorcl Jesus Christ." But no man was reqtlircd to be· 

lieve at that day, nor is he at this, e~cept ~1pon testimony. No man 
cm1 hclic\·e on tbc Lorll J csus Christ) e..xccpt upon the tcat.imony given 
of ]Jim. Phil!p Jid not asl\ f<~r litilh bcforo he hacl gi\"on im;trnction. 
His plan w::s to present thnt ignorant, th1imgh doul1tlcss God·fea.!'ing 
11oMumau, lhe plan. of snlvntiou (lfl'cretl thl'ough tho 1mme of Olwist. 
uHe preacl1cd unto him Josutl," all~ upon evidence given he demanded 
of him F Al'l'H. Paul anrl Silns did not stop wiU1 the .siuJplo command 
to thP. Jo.ilor, "ndieve on the Lurd Je:ms Ghrist/' but ns men who un· 
derstood tlmir business :Hl messengers of tho .go13pol, "'rhcy spnkc nuto 
him I he wort1 of the fJol'd." Agaiu, we are taught that 4'fhith cometh. 
lly hearing, ancl hearing by the word of God." '-'fill~ CoriJ1t.hians 
lw:wing, believed." Thora i~>, then, no mysticism, doubt or unccrt11luty 
iu the Jlla.Jt which. Hea...-en has a.ppointed for t.he pJ:oduution of fuitb in 
the heart of mmt. It is simple, plain, direct) and pen¢ctly ailaptcd to 
man. 'l'he word of the fJord-the gosp~:l of O.od's rich and abundant 
grace, wa-s proclaim·cd to me11 as deep in ignorance, vice antl ~rime, ns 
this earth cvor know, but upon tJ1e testimolly g-iven they were convinced 
of theit' sinfulness, and made to fecl the power of the ~reat fact that 
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Jesus was the Ch1·is~ and with trembling and fear to cry out, "Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?" No hwnan eloq11ence ever convinced 
men of their deep a.ucl deplorable degradation with a. power half equal 

to th!l simple and earues.t language of the Apostle, in presenting the 
gospel of the Son of Gocl. 

God as the author, not. of confusion, but of order, appointed one 
aimpl-:~ means of froth. There was only one power in the days of the 
Apostles. They presented the facts a!!d the tesl:imony. If men re· 
ceived then~ th~y were mad~ to rejoice in the gre:tt deliverance. If 
they rejected them1 the consequences were presented, but no other 
mean!! was ever employed to bring men to Christ. It was tJ1is power 
used by Peter on the daty of Pentecost which n1a;de the scoffing mnlti· 

tmlt: bow in meek submission to the "same Jesus wlwm they had crnci· 
fied," and acknowled~ him as "Loth Lm:d a.:!d Christ." Philip went to 
Samaria and "preached Christ llnto them, and the people with one ac· 
cord gave liccu unto those Lhings which Philip spa.ke." Peter at the 
house of Co111elius uar.ratcs in the plainest language, the fo.ets relative 
to Jesus of N a:tareth, and closes by stating that "through his name 
whosoever beUeveth on him shaH have remission of sius." In every 

example recor!led in the Scriptures, this simple plan of preaching 
Christ to the people was strictly followed. So it must he at this <lay­
the preaching of U1e gospel is Heaven's only means for bringing men to 

Christ. If the :mnowu:emeut of the gl01·ions and merciful f., cts of the 
gospel docs not conquer men's lle.'\rts; a.nd subdue them to love anu gen· 
tleness and good works, then uo power on earth or in heaven ca.u be 
used by God's authol'ity. .At that day this was the only means which 
was used with such mighty etfects, and to-day its power a.ud virtue are 
still the same as iu the mouths of Pete;r or Paul. 

If the gospel does not make men and women beJieve and 9bey its 
Heavenly teachings, nn'd fully furnish thorn with n11 things which per· 
tain unto life and godliness, tl1en is the whole of God's plan a sheer 
failure. If the gospel, the only appointment of Heaven for th.e conver­
sion of the world, fails to tam the hearts of the people to the true and 
living God-if it falls to produce faith in men's hearts~f:~ils to make 
them just, holy, pure, and upright in thought, feeling and action~if it 
f.'\ile to give consolation in distress and suffering, and to apply the balm 
of healing to the wounded l1eartr-if it fails to light wit]l the bright ra· 
<liance of itnmortal hope the dark 1tour of death-tl1en trnly is the gos· 
pel an ~rmpty sound-a vain delusion, and a. "ctmningly devised fahle.u 
lf men must look to otl1er means for power to tum them from sin-if 

,, 

... 
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they need all the modern human inventions devised by the cunning 
Cl'aftinesl'l of men who have no faith in the truth of t;he gospel to make 
them clo right, then it woulcl be f:tr better to h:l:V'e no. revelation of 
God's will to man. But if there is truth in this universe, the gos· 
pel-the pteachiDg of Christ-is t1le means of Heaven, and the only 
meam•, in the plan of redemption, to make men trust Christ as Saviour 
and Uedcemcr. Men who look for fi-1tlh Ulrough any other mean~, are 
as deeply and gros;:;]y deluded as any llisciple of Jo Smith, or any 
listener to raps and knocks of tables. There is a. majesty and power 
in the simple words of the gospel, which mu.st be received aud nc­
knowledged, and which alone can turn man's heart t.o the love of God. 

'l'he supreme demand of t.his ~lge is fa.ilh in the Son of God. Hid· 
eons and st11lkitlg infidelity inva.des the frJld of Go<l, for want of tit.ith. 
Men lose all anchorage in the wild sea of human mysticism, in want of 
tbe autlwritntive principle of Christian faith. 'l'he world slumbers on 
in sin. and forget.fulness, because the followers of Christ have nut fui'h 
in hi;; divine and glorious mission. ChrisLians turn to tl1e weak and 
beggarly elements of the wor.ld-to every changing whinl and phase 
of human speculation, for the simple reason that they have lost conli.· 
deuce in the words and promises of a crucified, risen and ascemle<1 

Lord. The cause of our 11-Iaster languishes, ~>nd sickens even unto 
death, and sinful men rush on, uuwarn..,d, to destruction, for t.l1e simple 
and only reason that we, as Christians-a:s professed soldiers of a "et~.p· 
tain made perfecL through sulfcring"-ha.ve not the faith to put our ha.uds 
heartily and earnestly to the work of the Lord. ·w. L. 

CHRIS'riANITY NOT HUMAN. 
Tau the religion of God is as far .superior to :ill human philosopl1ies 

and human religions as tl1e l1eaveus are higher than tl1e earth, no he· 
lievcr in divine reYelation can dauht. Christianity, the religiotl which 
God has made known to the wodd,, is ttot a bare tlreory or superstition, 
hut a. system of !'evea.led and authoritative truth-so simple and so 
practical that all, even the untut<>rcd peasant or degraded slave, ca.n re­
ceive and enjoy it as Lhe power of God unto salvation. After showing 
the utter fu'tilit.y and weakness of the wisdom and I)hilosophy of the 
world, the a.postl.e Paul adcls: "Howbeit~ we speak wisdom among them 
that are perfect, yet .not the wisdon1 of this world, nor of the princes 
of this worlcl, which come to naught, but we speak the wi$dom. of God 
in a mystery." 'l'he religton of Christ is n development of the hiddeu 
puYpose uf God inl.o definite, positive, :md nuthoritativc truth. "Eye 

.2 
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had not seen, ear l1ad not heard, neither bad entered into the heart, 
tr1e things which God had prepared for them that love him;'' but by 
the foolis1mess of preAching, it pleased God to reveal and unfold his 
gr-eat purpose by which "Christ Jesus is made unto us wt"sdon~, and 
ri"ghteousnC$31 and sancl-ificatioo, and redemptioo." · 

'l'his glorious purpose of Heaven is no deduction of human reason­
no development of "ltumun p1·ogrC$s." flum:;m philosophy never 
dreamed of its heavenly fact<!. They ne.ed no 11tte5tation and support 
from man's pllilosophy. 'l'hey i1ifinitely transcend all his science and 
logic. As well might he attempt to prove the exislence of the sun in 
the material heaven by his reasoning, as to est:.t.blish t1~e facts of the 
religion of Christ by deductions and tests of human specW.ation. They 
proceed from Infinite Wisdom, and as attested by Him they must be 
received, on the simple gwund of His indisputable authority. :Man can­
not fathom the dept11Ji of i110nite wisdom. "Canst thou by searching 
1hld out God? Canst thou fi.nd out the Almighty unto perfection?" 
1Ias poor, weak man the right to sit in judgment upon the things ()f 
God? Can human frailty measure di:vine perfection? Has it a right 
to armign before the tl"ihunal of human reason the wisdom of a plan 
of heaven for the redemption of mo.n, emanating from the mind of J e­
hovah? · 

The Christian religioll i.s a religion for life and for d"eath, for time 
and far eternity; b"ue, regardless of human rece.pbion or rejection. xest· 
ing for support upon the authori-ty of God, its author, and declining aU 
help from human counsels or plans. So that "our mith may stancl not 
in the wisdom of man, hut in the power of G()d." With such a 
foundation, we are secure for the present, aud shall rise happy and tri­
J.nnphant 

".!.mid the wreck of matter and tlte crBSb of worlds." 
W.L . 

. p ARTYISM VERSUS OHIUS'l'!ANITY. 

·w xsmNG tho aid of our editorial hrethreo, and feeling excecf!ingly 
anxious that out readers may have the benefit of the best thoughts of 
our best writers, we wish, from month to mon~h, to extract, such arti­
cles from contemporary jourl~als as we may deem valuable. If it 
shou:ld.not be thought to savor too strongly of a.rrogance, we would be 
pleased to publish tneuthly a aynopsia of the papers issued by the 
brethren. In oul'·first number, we gave a capitnllittle article from the 
pen ~f our brother, ·Dr. S. E. Shepatd, editor of the ReViser, N. Y. 

• 
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city, on Union. W~ now give s. good article from "The Christian 
Banner," by the edit.or, Brqther D. Oliphnnt, of Cobourg, Canada· 
\Vest., ~nder the above captiou. T. F. 

"The Qhristian-the follower of J elms-is a jewel of goodness in. 
this evil 'l':orld. He looks. abroad over the world's 41mily in a. degree 
as the Savior does, and is ready to act for the \\·elfitre of all according 
to t.he noble tmd wide-stretching grace of his Lord. Not so with the 
partizan. He puts his own small measure on every man and e:very 

class of men, and divides off society into contracted scraps and par· 
eels-makes a little nest and huddles himself and partizan friends in 
it, working, and only working, for my views, m:y faith, my order of 
people, my policy, my sta,nd:ml. His grace is the grace of a miser, 
that looks squint-eyed upon self. Pa.rtyism is indeed only enlarged self­
~~ . . 

Trace the goings and doings of the Clu·istian, and mark the wnys 
of the partizan, ani! \YC need no magnifying glass to enable us to de· 
cide tl1a.t they do not belong to the same lam'ily; we require no second 
sight w perceive that the one is of hcave.n, hea.venly, and that the 
other is of earth1 earthly. Quite true, there is a tincture of the pure 
metal in the dross; there is a mixture of some of the items of the 
Christian religion in the composition of the partizan, enough, usua.lly, 
to Blake the counterfeit takeable or acceptable in the community where 
the partizan compound operates. It would be difficult for the shrewd· 
est sharper to pass a coin of gold and silver without a little of the real 
metal il1 itj and p1·ecisely as difficult would it be to palm off a. system 
for the Christian religion without a. certain per cent. of Christian 

princi11le or Christian practice therein. FTc11ce, party-makers and par· 
ty-lovers, from the least of them to the greatest of them, have as 
much Christianity tacked to their traditio11s as the scribes and doctor-s 
of old had of the Mosai.c law while loving and practicing the tradition· 
ary commandments of their fathers and brother doctors. 

And that contrast between party men and Christiau men may ap· 
pear still more striking, let us say tho.t-

First-partizans always persecute. Their persecution, too, is of' 

this most obnoxious character, tl1at it is 11gai.nst the pnr~Cst, nobl~t, and 
mosL righteous pDOple on earth. 'Wl1icb of t.he prQpllets havo your 
fathers not persecuted?' said preacher Stepl1en to the partizan Jews; 
and said the Great Teacher to the same class of men, speaking of what. 
was done in nmm ZroN, "rhou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
t.hem whom God sendcst to thee.' Soon as Pn.ul stepped out of his 
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former ranks as a party man, he put himself in a. position to be f•4lr><f-· 
cuted, bonds and affiiclions awaiting him from city to city whert,.11,.r lw 
labored in his 'Ma~ter's cause. Not to mention other proofs altO ~;vi­

deuces illustrative of the sad truth that l'artizans perse-cute, te.kf tht 

following brief extract from a small volume in our library, which rrP.ll.TJ, 

of the establishn~cnt of the Englisb National Ohurch ill the teign of 

,. 

w.hat is called 'good Queen Elizabeth:' .! 

'There wera already laws to e.xclude dissenters from ;tll emoJuruecll." 
of office; to compel them to pay tithes, cl1urch·rates1 oblat,ions. a.nrl 
dnes to the clergy of tlle Ohurcb: there were alrea.dy laws to v,,1.rri.~m• 
tlte1n J~r life, and to cause thousands upon thousands to rlie in prit!nr\ 
wuler this persecution; however, they st;ill increased; aml an &r:T ""~"' 
_passed which was intended totally te pu~ then1 down Clr to expel rh.,,u 
frum the country of their birtll, or to kill them. BuC there waF tt diffi­
culty in discovering 1vho u;ere and who 1vere ~wt (liSl;e-nt.err::. Di""'" 
schemes were resorted to for tllis purpose; but, at last, the Uhurdo· 
makers fell ul'on tlu~ scheJUe cont.'lincJ in the aforesaid a.ct, which vi a l' 

simply this: to c<Jmpcl all the people to go to tbe clmrches regolarly. 
and there to juin in the performance of divine service, and in th~< w•e 
of the Common Prayer-llook. All persons, of whateYer rt,.u k or d .... 
gree, above the age of sixteen years, who rE>fnsed to go to somt- du~p"l 
or place of common prayer, or w l1o· persuaMd any otl1er persm• 110 1 t.(l 

go, or who sho\lld be at any meeting under color or pretenc~ ,>f IIIIJ 

exercise of religion otl1er than that ordered by the State-tht~n .-v, ry 
such person was to be committed to prison, th~re to rcma.itJ un(il h .. 
should be onlerc!l to come to SOU1C church or place of comtnon pr:.y"' · 
and ther-e to make au open submission and dcclarat,ion of his confomti· 
ty. No,v, wh:\t was -the pnnishment h1 cage of disobedienc .. lc~o~ro~·~ _JI 

'l'he offender "'as to abjure the realm; tl1at is to sa.v, was to bttoish 
him.&elf for life; and if b.,e failed t<J do this, if he did not get oni ol' th P. 
kingdom in the course of such time as sh(')llld be ~ppqinted by thl' Kll· 

tllority of thP. Queen, or if he rctur.ned wto the kingdom without t.~, 
leave, such person so offending "was t1> be adjudged a felon, and w:..• 

to snffer, as in case of felony, witl10ut benefit of clergy;" tha.r. i>' r•• 
say, suffer the sentence due to arson or murder-to be hanged h~· rh .. 
neck till he was dead!' 

Partiz;~ns persecute-always persecute. Now it is nccdic!!l! t.o "l«Y 
tha.t the people of the Lord never persecutE\; therefore, in thit< oro ~ 
criterion, there is all the ditfc.rence between a partizan and a ChriRtian 
that the,re is between a. persecutor n.nd one who 'blesses ::md .-:tl rRe> 
not,' 'prays for enemies,' and 'do.es good to him who treats him e"•iHy.''. 
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C131HSTIAN CONDOLENCE. 
'I'IH; ahortest and one of the most strikiug verses in the Bible reads, 

''.!e.,·~~.~ r!Jtpt.'' This he did at the grave of Lazarus, when sympathiz­
ing with the distressed sisters-evincing that "we have not a High 
PriPA'it who cannot be touched with the feelings of our iniirmitica," bnt 
w"" ira all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. It is not 
•.mly a high privilege to "rejoice with them that do rejoice," lmt also 
"tn weep with them that weep." 

:"1eldo!ll ho.<e we been n1ore foreihly impressed with the importane" 
of • 1h ristia.u sy111patlty, than by an .incidental remark in a recent letter 
from Brother B. Franklin, of Cincinnat,i, Ohio. lie says: "I am lu 
th~ midgt of trouble! My son, nineteen years old, islyiug in the room 
wht:m• l write, with small-pox. He is now to the nineteenth da.y, and 
an ~wfu1 sight, you may rest assured, he is. I have.. bt'\en with him 
~v.,ry day and night since he wa;3 taken, and I trust he will recover.'' 
1 •n.- of the valu:Lule purposes of t}u~ Christian religion is to better ena· 
hi<> mis-er~Lble and frail beil1gs of a day, to bear each other's burdens in 
t.h .. • ;;orrows of li1e. Said the wjse man, "It is better to go to tho 

1HlllN" M mourning thau to the hottse of feasting, for thnt is the end of 
;dl ruen, and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better than 
Jaa1~hter; for by the sadness of the counte11nncet the heart is made 
hetter... •·The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the 
!wart of fooh; is in the house of mirth." It will not a11swer ta merely 
··~~o.il these thiugs-they shottld be stndi~tl. 

CHRISTIAN DUTY. 
'fHot t.me Clu·i;;tian has a two-fold work ta perform in t]lis life • 

.l<'ir~1. be must labor for his own ilnpr<>vemeut, in order that be may 
a•·lpurP" su.ch a chaTacter as will fit hi1u for a higher sphere of existence 
r.br.11 the prc.:<ent; secondly, he must exert his influeuce for tl1e sp.read 
·•f t.he goSI)d, and the con>ersion of others to Christianity. '!'hose 
wl.o iml\gine that the discipl" of Ohl'ist has only to give dilig<mce to 
:uak" hi~; own CI\Uiug and election sure, regardless of th.e good of those 
with whom he may be associated in life, have a very low co.nceJ>tion 
•Jf th,. religion of the Bible. Our Savior taught his foilow~rs that 

tla ... " were to be as lights to the world-a!! cities set upon hills, that 
Nan lei not he hid. The great end and aim of the Christian's mis<~io~, ill 
r.h,, prvmotion of the glory of God aud the good of t,he human race; 
liWJ tu-nce, if we, like Paul, would fight the good "figl1t of faith," and 
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receive, as the rewar<l of our labors, •ia crown of righteousness," all 
our purposes in life must be shaped in reference to the fulfilhnent of 

this mission. 'l'o the young Chr-istian, therefore, who is just preparing 
to step forth upon the stage to act his part iu tl1e drama of life, the im· 
portant question is, "How shall I best discharge the duties which I owe 
to Go<l a11d man?" Our Hea.venly Father, for the pt1rpose of c:mying 
out tbe plan of human redemptiou, has seen fit., in his wisdom, to em· 

ploy human agency. We are t.he instruments in his lmnds for the 

accomplishment of his purposes; and if, by an improper use of the 
lib.ert;y l1e has given us, we sl1oulcl e:s:pe·ad onr enert,ries iu the pursuit 
of earthly, selfish objects, we prove unfaitMul to our trust, a.nd must 
not expect the reward which he has prorni:;ed to his faithfi.ll servants. 
Jesus laid down his Hfe for us, and it becomes but our reason;~.ble duty, 
to consecrate ourselves to his service, and e"en to sacrifice our lives, if 
nece3Sary, in detimce of his callse. And what are tbe induceme.1ts to 
the pursuance of such a. mode of life? A11, all the inducements known 
under the hoavcns, that are worth living for. W .e have the proinise 
of haj)}>iness in this life, a.ud of immortality in the worlJ to come. 

This is the great inJucement-the most powerful incentive to the prac· 
til1e of virtue ·in the uuive.rso. Oh! what were man, deprived ~f the 
hope of immortality! vVhat is it that can cheer the wn.ywQrn pil· 

grim's heart amid the sorrows and :dllictions to which tlesh. i.s heir? 
Can it be earth-born joys? Nay, these are as fickle and ns fleeting as 
the wind. 'Tis the promise of glory, houor, immortailt.y, which his 
Master has left behind to cheer hhu 01.1 his way. 

Of all men, the Christian alone is the truly bll.!st, tllC truly fortunate 
man. Others may live with reference to time alone, and in time they 
must assuredly reap their poor reward; but to the Cln·istian-the mn.n 
who is willing to bow his neck to Mes;,iah';; yoke--when tl1e few fleet· 
ing years of t.his 1ife have pallseU away, existence aud happiucss are 
but just begun. 'Tis true he may not be numbered among the demi­
gods of fame. The historian may not chronicle his name and deeds 
for future genemtious to gaze upon and admire, yet he heeds it not; 
for he knows tlutt that name and those deeds are registered in the 
Lamb's book of life. No chaplet of earthly, fading laurel may encir­
cle Jus brow, yet he cares not; for be knows that that brow jg destined 
w be graced by a brighter diadem than any known to earth-even 
with "o. crown of righteousness." Who, then, would uot live the 
Christian's life, and rea}l the Christian's reward? F. M. C. 
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"JUSTIFICATION BY F .A.ITH ONLY." 

(A Review, b!J rtqu~st, of Dr. T. N. Ral-ston's Lectwre on tlzt sultj'ect, 
See "lmements of Divinity,," p. 315.) 

TR.-\T the doctrine of justification by faith is taught in tl1e sa.cretl 
Scriptures, tl1cre can be no c1onht. Faith is the vit'-al principle ili the 
Christian religion-the l>asis of all spiritual life. Wo can do nothing 
that will be acccpt.ablc in the sight of Heaven, wit,hout it. When, 
however, men assert tha.t it is tho ooly condition of justific1ttion, it be· 
hooves every lover of truth to examine carefully the grounds upon 
which this assumption rests. 
• The purpose of Dr. Ralston's twenty-fifth lecture, in his work en­

~i~led "Elements of Divinity," if! to establish the proposition that justi· 
lica.tion is by faith only; and in support of this proposition, .he quotes 
a. number of passages from the New Testament Scriptures1 and one 
from the Old Testament. We ,,·jsh to examine, a.s candidly and critic­
ally as we n:rc able, this very popular doctrine of the nineteenth cen· 
tury, to see whether it ha.s its foundation in frath. We believe it has 
not, and that it cannot be, sustained without a manifest perversion and , 
misapplication of l·he teacl1ings of our Savior and his ~p,ostles. 

The author's first qnotation in support of this theory of justification, 
is from "Acts of the Apos~les," xiii. 3!>: "And by him, all that believe 
are justified from all tl1ings.from which ye coltld not be justified by the 
ktw of J.lose.s." 

He ne.xt pro.ceeds to the Epistle to the Romans, and quotes such 
passages as those: ''To declare, I sa.y, a.t this time, l1is righteousnef!<l, 
that he migM be just) and the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus." "'l'hcrefore, we conclude that a. mao is jnstified by faith 11)ith· 
out the deeds o.f the 1ew," &c. These scriptures, with others from the 
Ji~pistle to the Galat.in.ns, (iii. 8, 91 22-2-L,) ·constitute the basis of his 
first al.'gument. Upon these he remarks: "In all these passages, St. 
Paul most clearly a.nd explicitly declares that justi:fic:ttion i.e; by faith. 
Now, let it he remembered Lhat in the EpisLles l;o Romans aud G1~la· 
tians, from wbich the quou~tions are made, the Apostle is expressly 
discussing t.h.e s11bject of justification; and is uot the conclusion irresisti­
ble, that f.'lith i~ J>rcsentea as the condition of justification?" 

The conclusion tl1at fuith is the only condition of 1·emissiou of sins, 
is by no means a. legitimate de<luction from these scriptures. ~he 
Apostle P:uu was not setting forth, in any of the pass:J.ges quote~ o. 

specific condition of pardon. The Epistles to the Rmn.ans and Gala.· 
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tian~, it must be borne in mind, were ndclressed to Christi~ns-subjects 
of the M.essiah's kingdom, wl10 had already obtained remiss~on of sins. 
lL is evident that they coula nob have been pardoned without comply­
ing with the conditions of pardon; and furthet·more, that they could 
not comply wit.h those conditions wjthout 1mowing what they were. 
What propriety, tllCrefore, was there in the .Apest}(~'s entering into a 
l<mg argument to prove to them what the conditious. of pardon were? 
Paul was as)lerting the grand fundamentn,l principle of the Christian 
religion-faith in Lhe Son of God. Hence he speaks of ju,$tfficalion by 
faith, in contradistinction net to any act &f obedience enjoined under 
the new covenant, but to the deeds of the Jewish la.w. 'l'he privi­
leges of the old covenant belonged to the Jews alone; but under the 
reign of the Redeemer's kingdom, salvation was extended to tbe Gen­
tiles, also. But it is evident that this could not luive been the cnse so 
long as the Jewish la\v was in force. It thm·efore ,especially behooved 
the Apostle Pa:nl. whose mission was to the Gehtiles, to show that it l1ad 
been done away, and that life and salvation were offered to all througli 
the merits of 0hrist. It certainly is a fact of some significance, that 
none of the apostlr.!s enter upon the disous!<ion of the snbject of justifi· 
cation by faith except Paul, and that he spenks of it only when his 
c;:hief purpose is to show that (}od respects alike the. Jew a11d Gentile 
under the new dispensation. Who gave utterance to the words which 
Dr. Ralston first quotes in support of his darling theory? Paul In 
the thirteenth chapter of Acts, we learn that Paul and Ba.rnab~s en­
tered into a Jewish synagogue on the Sabbath-day. 1'he Jews it) this 
city, adhering to the religion of their fathers, were assembled for the 
p~1rpose of reading the law and the prophets. After the reading of 
the Scriptures, Paul, at tbe request of the rulers of the synagogue, 
arose and preached the gospel of Christ to them in a brief but pointed 
discomse, in which he says: "~'Lnd by him all that believe are justified 
fi:om all things fi·om which ye cot1ld not be justified .by the law of 
J,£os~JS." Who wrote the Epistle to tl1e Homans? Paul. And what 
was his object in the m·g\Uncnt ·which occupies the .lhst part of the 
epistle? W a.s it to. teach the doctrine that faith only was the especial 
condition of pa.rdon? 'fhe chief point of diacussion was uot remission 
of sins. It Romans iii. 28, Z!l, 30, the Apostle says: "'.J.'herefore we 
conclude that a man is justified by faith, 1vitlwut tJw deeds of the law. 

Is he God of the Jews only? Is l1e not also of the Gentiles? Yes, 
of the Gentiles, alseY, seeing it.. is one God which shall justify tbe cir­
cumcision by fnith, aud the tmcircnmcision through faith.'' Hero wo 

,. 

_ .. 

J 
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obRet've tlmt the great point of tl1e A postlo is to show tlmt the :Mosaic 
l:~w, which was applicable to the .Jews only, w;~s no longer in force, 
unci to present the lillldnmontal pril)eiple of tho Christian reli~;,.ion all 

the ha!!is of sah::{tiou for Jew and Gertlile. 
,., Re :ngues the same point in Uw Epistle to the Galalians. By refer-

. 
' 

ence to the second cl1apt.er, we learn lha.t enm Peter, not.withsta:nding 
the signal proof, whicl1 he had in his vision a:t. t.he house of Simo11, thl} 
tannm·, that Gocl was no respecter of persons, made a difference be­
tween Jows and Gentiles; but }1aul "withstood him to the face, because 
he was to be blamed." Speaking of the dissimulation of Peter, Bar· 
uabas, and other Jews, T1e says: "l3ut when I saw that they walke<i 
not uprightly, according to tlte tru~h of the gospel, I Sllill tmto Peter, 
before them aU, 'If tholl, being a Jew, li\•est afler the manner of tJHl 
Gentiles, anJ not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to 
live ns clo tl1~ Jews? We who are Jews by nntme, and not sinners of 
the Genl,iles, knowing that a man is not justified ])y the wtrks of tlte 
lmo, but by tlte fh.ith of Jesus Cln:istc, rm:m we have believed in Jesuil 
Christ., !.hat we might be justified by the ~tith of Christ, and not by IJw 
worlcs of the law; for ])y the wark~ of llie lttw sball no flesh be justified."' 
Now, if the Apostle's object \vas to teach tlmt f.1.ith was the specific 
condition of the remission of sins, in contr;ttlistinction to all acts 
of obei.lience wllatsoever, 'Why does Iae coui1·ust it only with the 
deeds of the Jewish law? Does any oue ima~ine that the phrase, 
«wo1·ks of the kt·tJJ," includes theidt'n of obedience to the requirements 
of the f!OSl)el? Here is the great mistake in the whole matter. The 
Apostle's obje.t)t was to show that the day hud passed when God 
granted exclusive privilebFCs to a single nation of the e:u·th. Hence, 
in the same epistle, Gat v. 6, he say:;: "For in Jesus Christ, neither 
circumcision availelh a.tty thing, nor nncircumcision; but laith which 
worketh by love." '!'his is OttJ only ho})C of the Gentile world. No 
one C.'Quld clainl the privileges and imrutm.ities of tl1e old covenant, so 
long as it existed, but he who bo.re the seal of the Jewi~:;h nationality, 
but uudcr the reign of t.ho king•iom of Ohrist, it was not necestary for 
one to trace ltis lineal dm;ceut back to father Abraham; hut all, through 
f:'lith, conld claim an inc.ercst in the re~emplion which wrls purchased 
by om· Redeemer's blood. The middle wall of partition between Jew 
and Gentile ha<l boe.n l~rokett down. \Vhen Jestl:l suffered upon the 
eros~. the reign of the Jewisl1 age was at nn end. The v:,il of thn 
temple was rent in twain, from the l:e>p to the bottom, anrl the holy of 
holies, which hat! so long been Leld too sacred for the multitude to look 
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upon, was exposed to the common gaze. The glory had departed 
from the consecrated place, and the voice of Gocl .,,.as no longer to be 
heard between t11e cherubim. Th:e Jewish people had no longer there 
a mercy-seat. The titl1es of the field, and the firstlings of the flock, 
were no longer pleasing oblations in the s~ght of Heaven, and the 
"blood of bulls and of g~a.ts, and the ashes of an l1eifer," could no 
longer take away sin; but a]~ Jew and Gentile, Greek tmd Barbarian, 
were to expect salvation through faith iu the great sacrificial offering 
for sin-"the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world." 

F. M. C. 

THE SUCCESS OF TRE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
IT. will be gratifying to the friends of The Gospel Advoca.te, to learn 

that it is succeeding far beyond all expecf,lttion, on the part of the pro· 
jectors of the work The rapid increase of subscriptions soon e.x· 
hausted the whole of the first number, and we have been compelled to 
have an entirely new edition issued in order to meet the demand. The 
brethren have lent their aid and influence to the work with an earnest· 
ness and hea-rtiness of purpose which are as unexpected as gratefnl, 
Brethren Aude1·son, Lawson, :Murphree, Hud(Uestou, Davis, Rives, Van 
Dyck, Ramsay, Cathey, Madearis, Lamar, Holbrook, Harlan, Cone. 
Lilldsey, Holme.~, Nance, Harris, Shirley, Jetton, McReynolds, Walling, 
Darnell, and many others, have sent us large lists of subscribers, and 
have our sincere thanks. With such evidences of o. living interest in 
the cause of truth, on the part of so many of' our brethren in different 
parts of the country, we cannot"but hope tha.t there are prospects of a 
brighter and more glorious day for the success of the gospel in our 
land. May God speed a day of better things. W. L. 

EAST 'l'ENNESSEE CO·OPERATION. 
Tali: Co-operation of the bretlneu in the first counties in East 'rcn· 

nessee and South-Western Virginia, will be held at Buffulo Creek, 
Carter County, Tennessee, commencing on Friday befow the fourth 
Lo1·d's·Day in August. SAMUEL H. MILLARD. 

. -

Whence but from heaven eould n1en, unskilled !n art.a, 
l.n diii'erent ages born, In dUTerent parts, 
We:>ve aucb agree!.og trulluo? Or bow or why 
Shoulcllill conspire to cheat us 10ilh 11 lief 

· Unllllked their pains, ungrat.efllllbe!r advlce­
Bl4rri"'f/lbelr gaint, Slld mart1rclom ·tb~lr price. 

[.IJ~) 

.1.. 

I I 

-· 
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FRANKLIN COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES. 
ON vVednesda.y morning, July 4th, 1855, a large audience appeared 

in the Cha})Cl of Franklin College, to witness tl1e eleventh annual 
Commencement exen:ises. The services were opened with prayer by 

-~ Elder J. J. 'l'rot~ and a soul-stirring piece of music by the regular 
College teacher, Prof. Dana Brown. 

... 

,. 
' 

Addresses were delivered in the following order, by tlw graduating 
class: 

WILLIAM I. Lil'SCOMB1 of ·Tennessee, 
Subject-.A?nerittlil~ Institutions. 

J .uu:.~ E. SconY, of Tennessee, 
Subjcct-P,·ogre.s.~ of Oivil·ization. 

THOMAS K. Pow.v.Lr., of Tennessee, 
Subject-Philosophy ancl its Trmilcncy. 

G.uu.AND B. Ln•scoMB1 of Tennessee, 
8\lbject----England. 

Wu.U.AM C. Hunn.A.nD, of 'l'ennessee, 
Delivered the Vitled'ictot·y. 

At t.]lC close of the last address, t.he degree of A. B. was c.onferred 
upon the members of the cla.'!s. 

· The degree of l\faster of Arts were conferred on tbe following gen· 
tlcmen, graduates of the Institution in 18521 viz: 

R. R. C.o~.LnwEu., of Tennessee, 
E. W. HrmNDON, of Missonri, 
L. HoDGES, of Mississippi, 
A. B. JONES, of Kentucl{y, 
S. S. LAlo'.!i'lTTE1 of South Carolina, 
W. T. RrciunnsoN, o~ 'l'ennessee. 

The honorary degree of A. M. was also conferred npon Dr. C. 
KENDRICK, of Palest-ine, 'l'exas. 

At 12 o'clock the a.ndience dined ·with the officers :md students of 
the Institution, and after a. recess of an hour agai.n assembled to hear 
the address to the Alumni Society, by Mr. D. LtPSCO?om, of Franklin 
county, 1'ennessee. After the conclusion of the address, five or six 
pupils in Mrs. C. F ANNum's school read essays, and "credentials of 
scholarship" wet·e granted by the Trustees and Faculty of Franklin 
Coll~ge, in conjunction with. nfrs. Fanning, to the following young 
ladies, yiz: 

' 
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!\£Iss MAnY iN'•un; PHIUI•s, 
)l.fJss Luz~>:Tl'E ALnntcn, 

l\lrss ~LutY Euz.\. ALL~.N, 
Mrss SARAH ELrzAD~:1'rr 'l'owLES. 

At 5 P. M., the e~etciscs closed, a.nu several hundred persons, young 
a.nd olu, conveueu again in the Chapel at S P.M., to spend :~few hours 
in socia~ pleusant conversation in regm·d to the past1 and touching the 
prospect.s of the future. All seemed full of life and enjoyment. 

In reference to the c11aracler of the exercises, we have b,tt few re· 
marks to make. 1'ho addresse,g ol the scniOl· class we com!i<lered in 
good taste, and some of them e~·inced a. degree of thoughtful investi· 

g.ation superior to most youths of their age. 'l'he large assemblage 
manifested a. high degree of l!a.tisfactiou. We think it not improper to 
suggest, that there was n. dignity which markt!d the proceedings, most 
gratifying to the }4"'a.culty and friends of thl~ institution; and, n.bove all, 
a. mor:~l tone characterized lhe addresses lligl11y flattering l.o the young 
gentlc1mm, their fricucls, a:ud the A.lnm Mater. 

Of th~ young ladies of Mrs. Fanning'3 school, we can speak more 
freely. There was evideritly a ripeness of scholarsl1ip evinced in some 
of the compositions ra.rcly to he found; and we take the o.ccasion to 
state that we are acquainted with no female school in which superior, 
if equal, a.dvantages are aflorded. In addi tion t.o t.he watchful care 
ancl accurat.e instruction of Mrs. Il'., the members CYf the l''aculty of 
ll'ranklin Oollege give ev-ery IJeeded aid, a.nc1 the pupils have accesil to 
tire College Library, Apparat llS and Cabinet. We lbcl that we could 
not do the yow1g ladies justice, without respectftilly suggesting that 

their modest reserve, not only in their public exercises, but also in their 
every day deportment, l1as won golden opinionJ; frotn person~ whose 
good taste will be respected. We regret that !frs.l~'annilJg limits her 
school to so slllall a number. 

'l'he Alumni 1tddress was considered by all an able docmncut, but as 
it will be pn.blished we d(lem it unnecessary to give detail:;, or offer a 
full expression as to its merits. 

Finally, tbe day was S}leitt iu a manner quite agreeable to the frjendi! 

of the $thools, ancl the P'ILCulty of Franklin College l't>joice in the be· 
lief that tl1e Institution is accomplistlil~g au amount of good which 
must be felt aud ackuow }edged. 

'\V. LIPSCO!\IB, Secretary. 

• 

i 
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NOTICE BY THE "AG-E."-
l3RoruEn W. W. E.~TON1 of the "Chri:,:tian Age," greet.s the Advo­

C'at.e with n. most complimentary nml approving welcome. Among 
other things, he says: 

"It will give ns pleasure to hear that. Tile Gospel .Llcluocate is taken, 
paid for1 and rend by eve-.:y Christian farn.ily h1 Tennessee. 'l'he 111urky 

vapors of "Spiritua.li.sm,' '- more appropriately;- ~~aterialism,-which 

)U~vc recently gathered in the atmosphere, in a.n~l around the good 
city of Nashville, require a. local effort such as we hope breUll'en ]'an· 
11ing and Lipscomb will pnt forth. .May tl1ey be successful in con vine· 
iug the people t.hat the only "prog.l·ession'' in Christianity is conformity 

to the word of Goc1, and the·ouly communion with the spirit-world is 
by Iilith in the Lord Jesus; and those wl10 would enjoy constant happi· 
ness, must first conscrwte thcmsd ves to Hod, and then devote all their 
cu:rgles to the elevation a11d l1appiness of all :tround." 

INDEFINITE PEACHIKG. 
, l~LKRIDGE1 July 51 18,}5. 

Dun llamum:s:-1-'hc first number of The Gospel Advocate l1as 
already come tu hand. I :1m "lrery muuh pleased with its content:'l in 

general, and par-ticularly with Lhat pttr~ t•f Brother W. G. Roulhac's 
letter t.l1at yon have published, one sentence of wl1ich I beg leave to 
call yo\lr attent.iou to. It is as follows: ''Our m:mncr of preaching, in 
my judgment, l1as undergone, of bte yeal'S, a. change for the wor:se. 
'l'oo nutny, thl'Ough an ardent· desire to please, preach in a very indeli· 
nit.e manner." This is tnte in regard to some }ll'eaching in this sect.iou. 
It has a tendency rather to strengthen the opposition, and impede the 
progress of the gospel, in my humble judgment.. But the brother 
say:s, in Lhe httter part of the sentence, "But I wish to pursue an un· 
compromising course." 1'o this I say, AnHm. 

WADE BARRTI;T'r. 

RJ~LIGIOUS INTl~IJUGENCE. 
'l'Ht.: cause of Christ on earth. can he g.reatly advanced, and the 

brethren can aiel and encoltrnge ench other much in the Christian wnr-111 

fi~re by freely communicating with eacl1 other in regard to 1-he lnosperi­
ty of t;he tmth. ancl il:s influence in enlightening and purify.ing om· race. 
··N e sincerely hope that 'l'he Gospel Advocate will he the means of 
awakening a. deeper .interest among Christiu.ns in each otl1er's wellure; 
and the brethren may rest assured tlu~t wha.tc\·er they may write, 
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which will interest the lovers of truth, will always find a welcome to 
its pagrs. 

Brother W. C. Huffman \~•rites to Brother Fanning from liartsville, ' 
Tenn., respecting the congregation, whose existence has not yet num· 
bered one year: 

"We meet t~very Lord's-Da;y for worship at two o'cloek. The 
brethren attend regularly, all who cnn. A good number of our !leigh· 
bors meet witl1 us·. '!'here were some seventy or eighty present on 
lMt Lord's·Dny, and among them a l\.Iethoclist preacher, who is the 
seco11d we have had to hear us. V\7 e invariably tell them it is their 
duty to set ns right, if we fail to sustain, by the Bible, any position we 
may assume. Brother Stalker has pre:1ched two discotll'ses, and 
Brother Dr. Crenshaw two; all pretty good. Several of the brcthre~ 
pray wheu called upo11. ·we look for much good to be done by tle 
churcl1 here, if we can be favored with an occasienal ••isit from you. 

1'he brethren at Hartsville have worked nobly for 'fhe Gospel Ad· 
vocate. Brethren Hufli11nn1 Averett, and Bennett have sent more 
than thirty snbscribers from the ofiice at H. 

Brother W. C. Rogers writes from Colliersville, Tenn.: 
ur have read a part of the first number of The Gospel Advocate. 

I nm much pleased with it. I find in it much to approve aud admire. 
Go on. Never look back. You are engaged in a noble work. Meet 
the demands of the age. Our wants are many in this section. We 
want more sdf.sacrificiug proclaill1ers of the word. We want more 
knowleuge-morc de,·otion-more Christian living-mere :,:eal-more 
energy-more enlarged benevolence in the great and glorious work of 
redemption. '\V e want more of the spirit which c}mracterized Elijah; • 
more of the conrage of David; more of the indefatigable perse\'erance 
exhibited hy the Great A11ostle of the Gentiles. Help us herald the 
truth of God abroad. Put do1\'U error, snperf!tition, scctarianjsm, 
infidelity. Hasten that b~1ppy period when all shall love God and 
serve him, and nU shall eujoy the liberty and blessiug of sons anu 
daughters of the Lori! God Altoighty.'1 

• Brother Hogcrs has reoo11tly moved to Tennessee from Kentncky, 
and is lnbori11g iu the cause of nur Master. 

Sister Elizabeth D. Bill>~, from Sp1·iugfield, !\Io., sends a good list of 
subscribers. Cannot some of our good sisters els~where aid in the 
'Work of the Loril? She writes: • 

"'l'he Christian cause is advnncing slowly in South-West,ern Missou· 
ri. 'l'he church at Springfield nnmbers about two hwl(lred, and at this 
time, is in a better eondWon than formerly." 

•• 

,. 

I 
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Eldet Wade Barrett, of Giles County, writes a most cheering letter 
re~pec~ing the cause of our Redeemer iu the section of country through 
which he has labored so long and faithfully. Brother Barrett has, so 
far, doue more for 'Phe Gospel Kdvocate than any of our brethren, 
though many, very many, have aided most efficiently. His last list of 
subscribers increases the list sent by him to about -sixty. HtJ writes: 

"ELKBIDG 1!!1 June 16th. 
"DJ$AR BRETHRJi:N FANNING AND Ln•scolm:-In the firs~ part of 

April last, bUBiness called me in the neighborhood of Franklin, William· 
son County, Tenn. I determined to spend Lord's·Day in town with 
the brethren. I preached for them on Saturday night, Sunday, Sun· 
day night, and hlonda,y night. 'l'he resnlt was four confel!llions and 
imme1'sious into the name of Jesus for the remission of sins. 'l'he 
brethren and siste:ta were mucll gratified at seeing sinners turn to the 
Lord. I shall long remember the kindness of these brethren a11d 
sisters to me and mine; and, the Loru willing, I intend to visit them 
again at my eal'li~st convenience. 

"JuM 19tli.-Ou yesterday we closed a very interesting meeting at 
Lyum·i!le, of two days only, the result of which was ten confe$sions­
niue from the v.•odd, and one from the Bap.tisb!. Prospects good for 
more-your humble brother the only laborer. Thi~ is a point at whid1 
I have long la.bored. 'l'he brethren are kind aud liberal, and I ·will 
take the liberty to say, without their knowledge, if the brethren wl1o 
are preachers, and who arc intelligent, mild: and uncompromising, will 
call and preach tbr them, they will' not send them away empt.y. 

"N otwith~landing all the drawbacks we have had in this section, fl'om 
v~trious sources which I shall not now name, it is the humble judgment 

~ of your brother, that the prospects are better at this time for an in· 
gathering into the kingdou1 with us, than they hnvc been for nearly 
three years. A. little assistance from the preaching brethren who are 
intelligent, mild, llllU uncompromisiJJ.g, and our course will again be 
onward and upward. 

41Your brother, iu hope of a better day iu this ]ife, and eternal life 
at last, WADE BARRETT." 

"July 9th.-I ·am now on my way home from Rural Hil~ in tbe 
west.em pnrt of this county, where I preached yesterday, the result of 
v.•hich wa-~ two cpnfessions anu immersiow. 

"l send twel•e more names as subscribers to The Gospel Advocate. 
I would like to swell the number to a lnmdred. '\V. B." 

Such cheering letters as t1lis will make the hearts of Christians every 
where rejoice in the success of the gos1Jel. 
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13rothcr Barrett writ.cs, under uate July 16th: 
"I preached yesterday llt Lynnville. &~t the close of the meeting• 

three persons came f{)rward; confessed their faith, and were immers(Jd 
the stllne evening. Prospects good fot more additio:r;~s at tha.L place." 

Brother J. K. Speer, in a. 1lote to tbe PuLlisl1ers, of July 21st, says: 
"I commenced a 1neoting wit,h the church at Rock Spring, on the 

thirtee11th instant, and have gained 40 souls to the good cause. Let 

\1S thank God and take comage." 
Brothel' E, R. Ohilaers writes, under datP. of July lltb, fl'om Dnt· 

ler, Mis:;ouri: 
"1 hope your e·Aorts in ndvocnting Lhe cause of priu1il~ve Christiani· 

ty will Le crowned with Rbundant success. Brother Scrugr,rg and my· 
self have had 10 a.ccel:lsious '"ithiu a short Limo/' 

\Yilt our br.ethren communicate freely respecting the ad vanccment of 
the Rctleemcr's kingdom? W. L. 

A h:tter from Bro. D.P. Hl::SDli:RSON, dated Louisville, Ky. Jllly 25, 
1855, says: ~ 

"Our meeting closed. on last Lor<l's·Da.y night. The house was 
crowdml to overtlowing, aml a more solemn and imp.re.;llive season I 
have 1·a.rely wjtlressecl. Tltree came frm\'nrd and .made the glorious 
confession tlatl. Jesus Christ i:! the Son of the livir1g God. Since then, 
we have met. for immersim~ whell othei"s came; and now Lhis after· 
noon, we meet ae,-ain for baptism. Two li1mdrecl <mel twd!ue l1a.Yc been 
added up to this time. Praised be the name of the Lord for his good· 

ness. 
''For the enuowmeut of Ounrs-riAN UNIV£USt'l1Y, we h:tve raiseJ 

~bout $25,000. 
"To· morrow afternoon, Dco valente) we leave for home.'• 

OBITUARY. 
"WE sorrow not as fJUJ~e •vho have nu hop•~; ft•t if we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, t.l1em that sleep iu Je:;us will God h~iug with 
him." 'l'n)ly these are comfQrt,ing word!; to our beloved brother, .las. 
Vaughn, of Wilson County, Tennessee, who lo;;t his wile on Lord's· 
Da.y morning, ~he 2.itth of June, aged 44 ye:1rs and 7 dt1ys. Our 
beloved sister died in lhll assurance of f:1ith, leaving nine children and 
most cleeply afflicted husband. She became a disciple of tuc Lord, 
with her hnsbattd, in t·he year 18-34. Sh<> was a most amiable Christ­
ian, ~m Q"betlient. and all'ect.ionate wife, and a ~le\"Oted n,tothcl'. May 
the Father of mercies he a comfort to the lJeteaxed lmshand1 and a. 
prGt.ector to the motherless children, and may they aU fil1ally meet in 
tl1e reahn:; ef glory. S. E. JONEB. 

-
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