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THE

GOSPEL ADVOCATE.

T, FANNING AND . LIPSCOMB, Epirors.

L 1 NASHVILLE, JULY, 1833, NO. 1.

THE GO “PEL: ADVOCATE.

Wi the hope of rendering some good service in the cause of trath,
wg-very respectilly submit to our brethren and the public, the claims
of “The Gospel Advocate Whilst we sincerely rejoice that there are
geveral able journals published by the brotherhood, we are happy in
believing, *there still is rovm” for many more. Our first labor, there-
tore, will be divected to the subject of o more extended circulation of
- papers, periodicals, and Dbooks, devoted to the Christian réligion; with
the ¢iew of fostermg in society a spirit of religious investigation.
@onvinced that the sources of spiritual light are exclusively confined
to the Scriptures of truth, we entertain mo hope of profiting in the
lenst degree, our contemporaries or posterity, hut by encouraging sin-
poers enynirers to read, compare, understand, and believe the word of
{Jife, as sat forth in the divine oracles.
i  We look not for rengieus improvement with a people given to
i Trerting and telling new things" g were the idelatrons Atheunians; or
' such as hearken to the dictates of the flesh, and the dreams of a he-
Hildered imagination, as to the voice of God; and from the atter failure
it at least fifteen hundred years’ experimenting, we can anticipate ne
Frmd result from religious speculation. Since the “beloved J ohn”
losed his earihly eareer, no item of moral instruction las been added
1o the store of man's spmbusl light; and nations, churches and peoples,
haye advanced in civilization, intelligence, and high moral refinement,
Sn exact vatio of their approach to the ancient record, denominated the
~I@ospel of Jesus Christ.

Wherever men can be influgnced to read and exsmine religious sub-
jeets in the light of the Bible, 29 & neceseury ¢ aud invariable resulf, they
thecome believers in Chris; and so long as the converled can be inter-
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2 THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE,

ested in the examinations of the Holy Scriptures, pious and fevaotiona!
feelings spring from grateful hearts, and a heavenly “growth o grace
and the knowledge of the truth’ embellishes their lives. Whi];i, then,

every thing in moral and spiritnal improvement depends upon erabs. =

wriiten instraction, it rightly becomes all who fear God and desire the
happiness of their fellows, to pondor well the weighty obligstin

which rest upon them to serve faithfully and profitably their age api
connfry.

Dear brethren, in the labor of enlightening the public mind, we niust
be at fault. The canse of Christ is not prospering as its frienis hav
a right to expect; or in a manuer, we fear, that is well-plessing =
Heaven; and if “the Clurch™ is really “the pillar and stay ot fne
trath,” we who profess to be its members, owe it our best exsriio!
Tiese are $o be put forth, in the first place, by suitable orglana writte
instructions to the public in general, and Christians in particulss; sus
goeondly, in such pure and beautifil livea as shall speak in gonvincing
tones to an anxious world,

In these introductory suggestions, we intimate not the perticuls
subjocts we expect to discuss, and which we belicve demand 1a0st o
of the momentons importance of correct religious knowledge- 4+
gpectfully indicate its only true sonrces, and the weighty ebligutio
resting on Christians o call public attention to them.

Without the co-operation of our brethren, we cannot hopa fir s
cess, and we most affectionately ask them to consider well et
their duty, but their high privilege in aiding to “sound oud the uir” of
God fo our perishing race. Rach member of the Church may rendor

* yaluable service by well-directed religious conversation; but mer v
ustally be accomplished hy the introduction snd ecirculation ai gat
our acquaintances, of such publications as may be caleulated to
the earnest to a candid and safisfactory examination of the __.uwt
Scriptures. We are happy te kuow, that scores and thousands have
been turned from fables, the flesh, and Satan, to the service of the
Blessed, through the zeal of humble Christians; and whilst we are
convineed that the mtelligence, civilizalion, and morality of the world
depend for existence upon the manifestations of God in his word, we
fecl that we cannot be sufficiently anxious for the suceess of spiritual
trath. We are, however, almost ready to fear that many, from the
opposition they have met, are so much discouraged that they hesitate
to ask the world to hear the preached word, or read our periodicals.

F g b



~

TIHE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. o

Brethren, there is no eause to be ashamed of our position; and if we
act well onr part, success is sure. In addition to the service we hope
to render to the Church and the world by the publication of “The
Gospel Advocate,” we anticipate much happiness in cultivating the
scqunintanee of the brethren; and it is onr fervent prayer, that we may
be enabled to estabish a work which shall prove eminently nseful to

he world.
T. FANNING,

W, LIPSCOMB, | Conductors

THE NAME OF OUR PAPER.

Mex speak idly and irreverently, when theyaffirm “There iz nothing
{a name.” There are words and names, which, from their asgocia-
om, are the source of infinite mischief in the world. Hence the
wiety of men to stigmatize each other with opprebrious names; as,
Shaker,” “Quaker,” “Camphellile,” ete. Politicians and religionisis
# erually adroit in turning to account every advantage offered from
densive names; but it is singularly strange, that few study or appre-
ate the value of saered, or even appropriate names. God's power to
we the Jews was in his name as recorded at Jerusalem; and there ix
3 name under these heavens in which can be found life, save that of
ssus, the despised Nazarene. Whilst we are free fo admit that
umes, apart from their associations, are meaningless and empty sounds,
e ara free to say, that no corrupt people cleave alone to the sacred
ylos-of the Bible. True, the vilest wish to appropriate some of the

acred designations of the New Testament to conseerate their own
foutlandish” names, but all that is imported by the divine vocabulary
fiey despise.

In constructing a name for our paper, our first sindy was to find a
atyls that would smack of nothing immodest or immoral; and secondly,
we endeavored to seleet a name which would express, as nearly as
wasible, the work we have in view. Henee “The Gospel Advoeate.”

7 which we mean to say, that if a God has been revealed in this
tiverse, if there i3 a moral truth in heaven or on the earth, and if

nen have a right to speak with even the sertainty of belief upon
apiritnal matters, there is something in the world, but not of the world,
ealled Phe Gospel, throngh which the obedient are saved, and the
wicked are condemned. If these are correct conclusions, we think we
ea3 peculiar fitness in cmploying a name for our journal which offends
1o good man, and expresses a labor worthy of the purest beings in ex-

4 . /



4 THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. o

istence. Wae claim not the right to advocate any measures of cur owa, .
neither the claims of any party; but we regard our position as enfirely ""
cuthelie, Our work is to defend the sayings and doings of Jesua Ohvive
against the assaults of the enemy, whather covert or avowed; and %2
eun meet all who do in faet acknowledge the authority ofythe Nes
Testament, on common ground.  With us the Gospel is everything o
nothing. If true, all good men will, sooner or later, unite under il
ample folds; and if filse, we can have the consolation of pleading b
the canse which has done more for the amelioration of the condition
the world than any other.

Hence the appropriateness of the name, “Gospel Advocate.”

We doubt uot our friends will propetly consider the dignity anc
value of heir labor in advoeating the high claims of the Goapel, ever
in the civenlation of our humble sheet. Mvery effort lo furn the alten.
tion of the worll from men, and all &eir works, to the sacred iusbitn
t ons of Gad, must result favorably. EDITORS.

THE CIRCULATION OF OUR PAPER.

Werst we are anxious to serve, to the hest of our ahility, th
brethven and the Churches, we are equally solicitons to benefit the
world. Bub onr suceess depends very much upon the character of
excrtions of chrizbans, Lo circulate the Gospel Advoeate among 1 thal
friends ont of the Church, Many of the members of the denom '11.;-1:---1!-'_.
anit. men of the world, are vunecessarily and injuriously preju
against ue, for want of correct information iu regard to whet we really
teach. The arguments necessary to remove most, if not all wro im
nressions, touching our true position, are contained in the erili
our brethren, il they could but find theirway to the eye of such az nr
disposed toread, Sewing with the eyes, as in the days of 1lorace, I u
“five thnes better than hearing,” i carries with it much greater vl
of authority to mest minds. « There are hundreds and thousands o0 Lo g
memhbers of the respective parfies, aad members of no party, who + e '’
willingly subseribe for and read our paper, if tho bretheen world
spectfully and confidently ask them fo do so. Much, alge, mizli ]
done by distributing our works gratuitously by the Churelica,

1T clristinus could but feel the foree of the obligations thatr #1a
thein, thelrveal in the caunse would be very great. ITroia presen i i-

b6

cations, howover. wo are encouraged to behieve that the diseiple: w1l
lake a lively intarest W our paper, i d L

‘\ . — 4



THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. )

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

CorrespoNDENCE by letter, is admirably caleulatad Lo exeite religious
interest amongst brethren. OQur selfishness, onr pride, and our idle-
ness, sternly and relenflessly oppose religions efiort; and whenever
they gain the ascendency, their victim dies to all goed influences.
There is scarcely a disciple of Christ o be found, avho has it not in his
power to communicate some valuable thought, if he woold but make
the trial. We ask our brethren to report to uswhat may oceur in
* their respective circles; and we feel assured, that, should they do se,
the religious interest of the churches will be much ncreased. We
hope, dear brethren, you will think not of style, or even of grammati-
cal blunders. "Write as you see things, and as you think, and you will
be understood. The most fastidious can anticipate nolthing more.
Wo arc especially desirous to reccive the reports of evangahut= and
churches. DBrethren, we hope to hear from you eften, and would’ he
glad to receive essays on all subjects connected with the Chudstinn
institulion. i 3.0

THE CHARGE OF INFIDELITY.

Muce evil, in religious controversy, springs from a misapplication of
terms. We wish, therefore, 10 take great pains in the use of words,
terms, and phrases which we 1nay employ in the exanination of all
subjeets in regard to which serious differonces can possibly arise. “A
word fitly spoken,” said Solomon, “is like apples of gold in pictures of
gilver;” and yet, idle words are the source of preat mischief. Perhops
no charge has been more loosely made by the religious pugilisis of our
fair land, than that of infidelity. It seems to roll upon the tongue of
many as a swect morsel, when the only meaning that can bé altached
to it is, an honest difference, nobin the facts of religion, but in more opin-
ions, which have no connection with religious subjects, A waggish
preacher, it is said, defined *“Heferodomy” to be “your doxy,” and
“Orthedozy,” “my dowy,” and, if we are not mistaken, the charge of
infidelity in many that make it, means only a difference in religious
standards, Mormons charge infidelity upon all who doubt the genu-
imeness of their new revelations. Shakery, Qualkers, Swedenborgians,
and modern Spiritualists commit the same error. Dozmatists, bigots,
and men of wieked temper in all parties, arc evidently guiley of making
like false accusations. Yet, we deewm it proper and right to make the
charge of infidelity and sustain it In Chrisiology, mfidelity straply
irnplies the adoption of any other standurd of vight thay (ie Seriptores
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of truth; and in our investigations, we shall feel free to use the term in
this sense.

Believing most devoutly that God has furnished his erring creatuzes
of earth—in loth matter and form—an infallible standard of belief and
conduct in the Seriptures, we shall feel no hesitation in charging infi-
delity npon ell who adopt other standards. With a clear nuderstanding
of the meaning of the charge, we can entertain no unkindness towards
those who malke it against us, God has given men license to be gov-
erned by any rule they may select; and should any adopt their con-
science—their god within—as do Neologists, as their standard in morals,
or any fleshly appetite, the charge of infidelity may plausibly be made
by them upon Christians for preferring the Bible; but in that event,
there is an understanding, and ne one will likely be deceived hy i
Men, however, who do really regard the word of God as the only cor-
rect standard in morals, should be most careful as to inginuations against
each other of so grossa character. The Lord will not hold such guilt-
fess. T F

SALVATION IN THE NAME OF CHREIST.

Iy glory and benevolence, the gospel of Christ excels every other
message from God to man, It addresses him in his present state,
clothed as he is with suffering, sin and death, and offers to him a way
of salvation, plain, simple and perfect. To him, as heir of mortality
and misery, it presents conditions of life and peace, Intended for his
understanding, it addresses him in the clearest and most intelligible terms;
preseniing to him facts, requirements and motives, perfectly adapted
to him as man. Iis truths, teachings and duties, are not left matters of
doubt or uncertainly to auy one who, in the deepest sincerity of heatt,
desires to know the plan of salvation offered in the Oracles of God. [t
is zn open and direct insult to God, to believe that he could address to
man any message nob perfectly adapted to his capacity and wants,
Nothing but man'’s blinded ignorance, or rebellious arrogauce, could eyver
have spread over the world so blighting and destructive an error, ag
that which teaches thai the word of God, of itself, is not a full, snlficient
and ample Guide and Instructor, for man, in all things that pertain to
a hetter life.

In view of the divisions among men in regard to the plan of salva-
tion presented in the word of Heaveu, we deem it proper in the begin-
uing of our labor, to make a clear and distinct statement of the con-
ditions of salvation, offered in the gospel. We propose to give the
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views of no party or sect of men in the universe, but hope by the
guidance of Heavenly Truth, to be able to point out clearly the teach-
ings of our Saviour and his Apostles, on this greatest and most earnest
and important of all subjects We believe that there is offered to man
a way of salvation, perfect in simplicity, harmony, wisdom and love,
and full of the richest blessings for all who receive and obey its
Heavenly facts and precepts.

The gospel presents to the world one fact—reveals one august and
mighty Person, even Christ, the son of the living God. In a word,
the gospel is & presentation to the world of a Saviour, in.the person of
the Son of God.  Ii presents to man’s belief, Christ with all the events
of his birth, his life, his death, his resurrection, and ascension to his
Tather. The first announcement of his mission to earth was made by
an Angel from the court of Heaven, to shepherds watching their flocks
by night. It was joyous tidings to tho men of that day, who waited
for the fulfilment of the promise of God. “Fear not, for behold I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of Pavid a Saviour, who is Christ the
Lord” This undoubtedly was'the first announcement of a Saviour’s
mission to this earth. Though in the promise to faithful Abraham,
and by the holy prophets of God, he had long been foretold, and was
anxiously expected as the hope of Israel by the devout Jews, now for
the first time was he announced as a Saviour born dnfo the world—a
complete fulfilment of all the promises, prophecies and types that had
foreshadowed his coming. Born in the deepest humility, he spent hia
life to the full age of manhood in an humble pursuit. At about the age
of thirty years, he was announced to the world by his forerunner, John,
a8 “the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world;” was
haptized of him in Jordan, “fulfilling all righteousness;” received the
Spirit of his Father in the shape of a dove, and was acknowledged of
Him a8 “my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”

Thus consecrated to the work of his Father, he spends on earth three
years in teaching his chosen disciples and followers the principles of hia
reign and nature of his kingdom, attesting and verifying by the mira-
cles which he did, that he was the Son of Ged. Though peaceful and
benevolent in every action, he was finally betrayed and condemned to
death to satisfy the ravings of an infuriated mob. Vet as he had fore
told to Lis disciples, he rose from the grave on the third day—the first
born from the dead—having conquered death and the prave, and
“hrought Jifs and immertality to light.” Having thus sufiered for the
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gins of the world, and “being made perfect through suffering, he be-
came the author of eternal salvation unto them that obey him.” Thus
having offered himself as a sacrifice to put away sin, and being raised from
the dead, and having ascended on high and *‘entered into Heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for us,” the only salvation offered
te man is through Afs aame and by ks authorsty. The only sovereign
remedy for all diseases and maladies of our sinful and dying race, is
through the name of Christ, “the Lamb that was slain,” “the Prince of
Life, whom Grod raised from the dead.” The only power possessed by
the Apostlessto heal the sick, to make the lame strong, or perform any
miracle, was through the potent name of the Son of God. TPeter said
to the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, “In the name of
Jesus of Nuzareth, rise up and wall.” To the astonished multitude he
gaid, “His name, through faith in his name, hath made this man strong.”
There is no moral or spiritual power in any means or instrument on
earth, apart from the name of Christ. “Repentance and remission of
gins were to be preached in his name, among all nations.” Paul to the
Philippians; speaking of Christ's “obedience unto death” for our sakes,
says, “wherefore God hath highly exulted him, and given lim a name
which is above every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee
ghould bow, of things in heaven, aud things in earth, aud things nnder
the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” “God hath made him both
Lord and Christ.” *“He who was made alittle lower than the Angels,
God has erowned with glory and honor, and has put all things in sub-
jection under his feet.” “He is the captain of our salvation, made per-
fect through suffering”—*"a mnereiful and fithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliztion for the sing of the people.”
Salvation is offered to the world through his name alone. Peter, in
the presence of high priests, rulers and elders, by whom the Lord Jesus
had been condemned, boldly declares to them, *“Neither is there salva.
tion in any other; for tliere is no other name under heaven given among
nien whereby we must be saved.” Men, in order to salvation, then,
first of all, 1nust receive Christ—must receive him as he was manifested
to the world—a Saviour sent from God, as the great Embagsador of
Heaven to man. To regard him as a mere man, or even as the greatest
man, is blasphemy against his whole life, mission and purpose. Such
regard rejects him, rejects God the IPather that sent him, and leaves
man entitely bereft of the remedial and redeeming power of the great
sacrifice of Christ for the salvation of the world, Christ & the Anthor
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-of salvation, and the Testator and Lawgiver of the New Covenant,
and being such, the only pardon and justifieation to the world is through
his name, and by his authority. W. L.

A TOUR THROUGH GEORGIA, ALABAMA, AND
MISSISSIPPL

W are not unconseious that an indiscriminate report of travels often
savors strongly of egotism and the ridiculous; but we find no means of
doing good which may not be abused. In travel, though ample op-
portunities are offered for making useful observations in relatiou to the
generat moral aspeet of affairg, it is not so favorable for critical conclu-
sions, But as all our work is to be relatively considered, it is devontly
hoped a few incidents of a “Aying trip” throngh some of our most
flourishing Southern States, may not be without interesk.

On Lord’s Day morning, May the 13th, 1855, we set out from our
pleasant retreat at TFranklin College, to spend a few weeks in the
Bouth, and we passed the day with the brethren at Lavergne, Ruther-
ford County Tenn. At 11 A. M., we delivered a discourse on the
subject of “Good and Bvil,” in which we examined with some care the
dogma of metaphysical theology, which maintains the idea of “absolute
good and evily” er, in other words, that there are cerlain deeds per-
formed by the human family, which, #n themselves, without reference to
their agent or effect, ave good or evil. We attempted, on the contrary,
to show that acts are wicked, not in themselves, buf from the intention
of their agent and their tendency in society. We also labored to
prove that our deeds are only relatively good—that there is no natural
or inherent fitness in any religious performance which makes it abso-
lutely good. The whole subject was illustrated in varioug forms, too
elaborate for this brief and suggestive sketeh. We cannot, however,
in justice to ourself, as well as to the subject, omit giving an example
or twoexplanatory of our teaching.

Tu the case of our first parents in the garden, we can pereeive no
natural property in the fruit of the trees which mads one better or
worse than auother. So fur as we are informed, all the trees of the
garden were both “pleasant to the sight and good for food.” The
woman saw that the prohibited ‘tree svas good for food, and that it
was pleasant to the eyes.” Why, if good for fued, and perhaps the
most beauntifil in all Paradise, did (he taste of the fruit bring “death
into the world and all our we?” Was there any natural poison within?
or were the seeds of death bound up in #? The answer is not diffi-
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eult, The sin consisted in disobeying the Father, although Eve sin-
cerely thought, no doubt, it was for the best.

Cain and Abel hoth performed sacrifice unto God, and we have
every reason to believe both were singere, and both hoped for a bless-
ing; but why was the offering of one evil and the other good? Cain's
might have been more valuable for food than Abel's, but it was rejected
in eonsequence of being Caen's offering; that is, an offering made solely
upon: his own personal respousibility and philosophical fitness of things;
but Abel’s lamb was good because it was offered “in faith,” and it was
presented in faith, not from any inductive or deductive conclusion of
his own, but because God authorized it So much we have seen
proper to say in regard to good and bad deeds; and, if we mistake not,
these two examples furnish a key which will open to the mind the moral
coloring of all our deeds,

We expect this subject will claim considerable of our attention in
the management of The Gospel Advocate; and it is one, too, which
we are most anxious for our friends to study.

In the afternoon, we delivered some remarks in the village upon the
practices of the churches, we krust with good effect. Our object was
Lo show that all gur coldness, and most of our religious reverses, arise
from a failure on our part to live in the manner prescribed in the New
Testament. This subject, indeed, was the chief burden of our preach-
ing throughout our tour, and we have no hesitation in saying that if
the brethren in the every-day employments of life, in the family, and
in the congregation of the saints, could be induced to become pious—
godly men—thirsting earnestly for righteouéneas, complaints of form-
alism and want of spiritual life in our world, would scon be forgotten.
All the logic and rhetoric of the earth will not answer as a subslitute
for holy living. ;

Tbhe brethren meet alternately at L'n ergne and Rock Spring for
worship, and have our highly respected and faithful brother, Joshua E.
Speer, as minister and overseer. TPerhaps no man in Tennessee has
labored more devotedly for the past quarter of a century in the vine-
yard of the Lord than Brother Speer, and he still evinces unabating
confidence in the truth of revelation. We doubt not his labors will
prove a blessing to the brethren. We are paiued, however, to admit
that the church at Lavergue bas been slightly troubled with the fable
of modern Spiritualism, under the assumed phase of man’s right to
worship in obedience io the dictates of his own free nature; buf we
hope that fime and prudence will heal the breach. If they should
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fail, the only safety of the brethren will be in the executioner’s sword
of the Spirit. God has either revealed his religion in the Bille, or he
has not. 1f he has done so, the plain records of Holy Wit decide all
gontroversics; but if he has not given his mind, we are all as “free,” in
the words of the system, as the beasts of the field to follow our own
“glorious instinots and tendencies.” :

At midnight, in compuny with fourteen of the members of our
Senior and Junior ¢lasses, who had delermined to accompany us for a
few days, with a view of making observations in Natural history, we
left Lavergne on the cars for Chattancoga, and at 4% o'clock on
the morning of the 14kl the very polite conductor deposited us at the
tunnel through the Cumberland Mountain, aboui 90 miles from Nash-
ville. After examining the structure of this noble mouutain, and the
result of Tennessee enterprise in opening the frst passage for “the
iron horse” iuto the Mississippi Valloy, we loft on the Sewanee Com-
pany’s voad, for the purpose of ascending the monutain nine miles to
the coal mine recently opened. 'We spent the day in investigations of
vasb moment to the student of nature, and refurned late in the after-
noon to rest the night at “Cowen,” near the tunncl,

On the morning of the 15th, we took the cars at 4} again for Chat-
tanovuga, and arrived safely at 8 A. M. Most of the day was spent
in geological explorations, aud our students were highly gratified in
believing that they lad learned the frue exposures of that part of East
Tennessee. In the afternoon they left for College, and we spent the
evening in endeavoring to learn sometling of the religious interests of
Cluitaupoga, We ascertained that our Presbyierian, Methodist, and
Baptist friends Lave weeting-louses, and the Ronianists are engaged in
thie ervebion of a superl edifice, which they call a churely, from the
Leautiful metamorphic limestone which abounds in the vichity, Of
tlie spirttual healih of the respeciive churches, we could learn nothing.
Through 1lie courtesy of our old friend and brother, E. G. Pearl, Esq.,
the present Mayor of the cify, we learned that whilst the cilizens are
generally noble and geuerous liearted, the passion for frade and Luild-
ing, as by magic, a large city, has so cugrossed their attention, that
education, and of course moral culture, have scarcely kept pace with
other improvemenis.  We doubt not, though, that Chattanooga will, in
a few years, beeowne a very important poiut {fur cvery enterprise ealeu-
lated to advauce the temporal, inielleetual, and spiritnal wants of so-
cicty., We found no church of the disciples, and heard of but fuw
members in the vienity,
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Wednesday, the 16th of May, at 8§ A. M., we bade adieu to Chat-
tanooga, and soon found ourself in the high and healthful regions of
North Georgia; and after a pleasant passage on the “Atlantic and
Georgia Railroad” of, we suppose, nearly 200 miles, we arrived in At-
lanta, at 53 P. M. 'We were happy to meet our old friend and pupil,
Brother James McPherson, and to finda small congregation of disciples
of the Savior under the instruction of onr estimable brother, Dr. Flook,
assisted by our promising young brother, A. G. Thomas. Woe preached
at night, and also on the night of the 17th, to a small congregation,
and we were glad to learn that the brethren of this surprisingly grow-
ing city are strugpling through many difficulties to give the cause a
permanent position. We pray for their success, and hope to hear of
the triumphs of truth in that ancient State. Within a few years much
has been dene in Georgia for the cause, and throngh the well-directed
zeal of many of the brethren whom we did not see, but of whom we
heard a good report, we have reason to look for the best results. We
were particularly gratified to find the brethren were generally anxious
in regard to “The Gospel Advoeate.” There was a disposition to give
the work a large circulation. We preached at no other point in
Georgia; bnt we were fortunate in spending the tima we had to spare,
in a ciby which offered the best facilities for leamning the moral condi-
tion of affairs in mosk parts of the State, ey

{10 BE CONTINUED.)

THE POWER OF THE GOSPFL.

Tur gospel of the apostles and marlyrs, not of philosophers and
free-thikers, the gospel which Peter first proclaimed on Pentecost,
which Huss preached four centuries ago, and Paul eighteen centuries
ago, stands to-day as pure, fresh, and mighty for battle with error, as
when the multitude cried out, *“Men and brethren, what shall wo do?”
or when Apgrippa answered Paul, “Almost thou persuadest me to he a
Christian.” Tt is the same power of God unto salvation fo-day that if
wags in the mouth of Peter and Paul, and all the holy aposiles of our
Lord. Tt is as mighty and effective as when it made the followers of
Christ bold in the presence of rulers and kings; or when its glorious
truths from the pages of a Bible locked and chained in a Romish clois-
tor, strengthened Martin Luther's heart for that noble conflict with
error and oppression. W. L.

“He that doeth righteousness, is righteous.”—John,
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FIRST PRINCIPLES. { ot
NUMBER T. i\

these characters. There is no meaning in letters only as men agree
that they shall serve a certain place in the various combinations of
which they are capable. Whether the letters imply good or evil, is a
matter solely dependent upon the manner in which they are placed with
reference to each other.

Similar remarks are true in regard fo figures in Arithmetic, Geome-
try, &c. So soon as the pupil can be taught the meaning of Orthogra-
phy, Etymology, Syntax, and Prosody practically, he is prepared for
graduation in the English grammar. He possesses the key by which
he can open and shul this vast store-house of knowledge at pleasure.
The siudent who will carefully examine our modern chemical nomen-
elature, will find little or no dificuliy in his investigations of this sci-
ence of sciences. But without a lmowledge of the elements, the
letters, syllables, and words which express their combinations, the study
of the sciences gives no satisfaction, and anxious pupils lay down their
memorized books in mortification and disgust. And shall we conclude
that there are no elements—first principles—in religion which demand
the attention of the human family? ' "From long experience in teaching
and most satishetory observalion, T am convinced that most of the
failures in our schools of learning arise from @ lack of attention to ele-
mentary instruction.

. Often, to gralify an anxious parent, the child is flattered into the
notion that be is master of the speller, when he comprehends not the
meaning: of its simplest principles; or that he is qualified to pass in
grammar, hefore he has learned the meaning of the parts of specch,
It is very remarkable, that a student™who is permitfed to pass over
branches of study without mastering them ab the first offort, very rare-
ly can be induced to return to their investigation. Were it left to my
choice, I would much prefer the instruction of a youth who knew not
his letters, to one who had heen taught earclessly for years, Indeed,
there is something in a loose and unpointed style of instructing the
young, which seems to whelly disqualify them for success.

In point of morality and Chuistianity, these suggestions are most
appropriate. 'When the head is directed wrong in youth, it is a very
diffienlt if not impossible matter, to bring the heart right. Never waa
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there a doctrine more false and dangerous than that which admits a
good heart under the guidance of a faulty head. In the days of the
Savior's peregrinations, it was necessary for men to “see with their
eyes, hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts,” in order
to conversion and healing,

Ii eannot be denied that there are individuals, families, and even

churches in our werld, almost, if not entirely, destitute of a knowledge
of the trne God, and especially of the prineiples and operations of his
religion as developed by his Son.
" Why are these things so? Have not the people heard preaching all
their lives, and heen taught the importance of prayer and varicus re-
ligious obligations from their very childhaod? But their religious edu-
cation has heen of so general a nature, that no veryspecial impression has
been made upon the mind. Hence their incapability of giving a suit-
able answer to such as ask them for “a reason of their hope” All
religions to them, from the lowest fetichism to the highest advance-
ments in Christian spiritualism, are the same, Of many it may appro-
priately be said, religion to them is “without form, and veid,” and
“darkness” hangs over “the deep” of their understanding. “They
have eyes, but they see not; ears, but they hear not;” they have also
understandings, but from their yonth they have beou tanght to believe
that religion is not for the understanding; and. therefore, they are spend-
ing their lives in amazement at their own ignorance of the presentand
the profound gloom that spreads over the future,

All thig, too, is the result of a failure to learn the first principles of
religion, p

The present efforts of “divines” to instruet the people in the beau-
ties and sublimities of the fruits of religion, remind one of the folly of
the charlatan, who prates eloquently in regard to the highest astro.
nomical caleulations to & people who know not the use of fgures.

Sa much, I have thought proper to say, suggestive of the smportance
of the study of the first principles in religion.

And vow, believing, in the fullest sense of the word belief, that the
coldness in the churches, the discords and the nstonishing indifference of
the world on the subject of religion, arise from a want of correct teach-
ing, and, of course, correct knowledge in reference to first princi-
ples, I do hereby promise my brethren and the world, that, in con-
dueting “The Gospel Advocate,” the Lord being my helper, I will, to
the very best of my poor ability, labor to so lift the veil of tradition
and vague and false impressions from the hearts of such of my readers

w

1.
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as need instruetion, that they may not only “see men as trees walk-
ing," but comprehend the full length, breadth, and depth of at least
the A B C of Christianity.

Contrary, douhtless, {0 anticipations, there are varions preliminary
questions which should be satisfactorily settled, before we can be pre-
pared to examine any feature of the Christian institution. The Heav-
enly Father was four thousand years preparing men for the reception
of Christianity; and a fifteen hundred years' apostacy into dark pagan.
dom, has carried the world so far from the kingdom of heaven, that
few, indeed, are prepared for a sudden appreach to it. Every step in
religion should be carefully traced, and yet no tracing can be useful if
we are not ready for the examination.

Before venturing into the sacred precinets of the Church, we should
contemplate man as he was, and is, and may he in the future; we should
determine whether religion has to do with the flesh or spirit, or both;
and, above all, we should endeavor to learn if there is, in the wide
field of man’s investigations, a simple and infallible test of truth-—a
rule of right conduct adapted to all; and finally, if there is to be found,
in this universe, a perfect system of religion,

These points, it will be readily observed, involve many of the specu-
lations of the age, and an examination of which we should not at-
tempt to evade, if we desire to accomplish the greatest possible good,
My purpose, however, is to notice every thing in contrast with what I
regard infallible criteria of tinth; and should I be fortunatein removing
obstructions, I shall anticipate much pleasure in recording the elements
of our holy religion. Should I be spared, I hope to be able to show,
that, in the acknowledgment of the Cluistian religion, we are brought
under o creed, the purest and yet sublimest of earth, and onewbich
will be acknowledged by all the pious,

We ask not the reader to exercise patience; it is folly to think of
any ons deriving the least profit from religious investigations, who does
not first Teconcile it to himself to read, think, laber, toil, and siruggle
forlight divine. It has its price, and musé be paid. TR

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.
SineE most of the mental and moral improvement of onr race de-
pends upon family culture and school influence, we promise to give
much of our attention to the subject of education.
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CONVERSIONS.

Wast “there is more joy in heaven over one sinner that repent-
eth, than ninety and nine just persons who need no repentance,” the
saints on earth cannot fail feeling the greatest interest in thie conversion
of their fellow-mortals to God; and we shall therefore take pleasurs in
reporting the safe return of sinners to the Lord, as far as practicable.

Brornrg Jas. Coarien, of Philadelphia, in a recent letter to us,
says: “The church here has bad an addition of 40 members, and the
prospects are quite favorable.”

This tried and faithful evangelist has the prayers and sympathies of
all the brethren. No man of our acquaintance has labored more faith-
fully, and, indecd, succesafully, to plant and sustain congregations than
Brother Challen, and few have been so poorly requited for their labor,
There is in reserve a rich reward.

Broruer D. P. Hexpersow, of Missomd, has given a good amount
of labor in the city of Louisville, Ky., during a few of the past weeks,
and he reports to a brother of Nashville, one hundred and ten conver-
sions to God.

For many years Brother Henderson has labored as one of the ablest
and most successful evangelists in the North-West, We hope he will
visit Tennessce.

Brorupn Lasxar, of Augusta, Georgia, reports weekly additions,
and from various sources of information, we are satisfed that he has
more faith in the Gospel of Cluist than in the stiff and formal philoso-
phy of the times.

We hope the brethren will report the religions news, both good and
evil.

. REASON AND REVELATION.

Mex speak of reason and conscience as guides! They deify them
as gods, and bow to their teachings with more respect than they deign,
in proud rebellion, to pay to God himself. They regard what they
term the monitions or dictates of eenseience, with more attention than
the teachings of God's revealed word. The whole experience of the
past, however, teaches that an abandenment of anthoritative revela-
tion, and a wild hap-hazard pursuit of what is called “truth,” (a strange
misnomer, ) meaning not what God has tanght, but what is supposed
to exist m the absolute nature of things, surely and ceriainly conducts
to infidelity or mysticism, to transcendental and impalpable Spiritual-
ism, or to open and avowed Atheism, W. L.

A
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B o ot

RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY,

OY PROF. F. M. CARMAQK,

“ ALl Seripture given by inspirntion of God s profitalle for doctrine, for
veproof, for eopreciion, for insiruction in righteousness; thut the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."—2 Tim,
iit. 16, 17.

Tur great cbject contemplated in the establishment of Christianity,
was the clevation and perfection of human character,  Man, of himself,
was incapable of devising any means competent to rescue him from the
consequencea of error and sin; and therefore, God, in his merey, sent
his Son to the world for the purpose of establishing and consecrating
with His bleod a plan for his redemption. This constitutes the chief
glory of the Christian system, and affords the highest motives to in-
duce us to receive its teaclings and obey heartily its precepts. If
submission to the requirements of the gospel were enjoined upon usg by
the Ruler of the heavens and the earth merely as a matter of authori-
ty, having no reference to the good of man, even thus it would be our
duty to vield hmplicit obedience; for we are his creatures—the work-
manship of his hunds. He is the source of all our blessings; we live,
and move, and exist in him, and at his biddiug we cease to be. Sure-
1y, then, he has a right to rule over his crealion according to his own
will. But when we rcmember that these regnirements have been
made not for the purpese of asserting the sway of a tyrant, but to
secure the highest good to man—to exalt his being—to elevate his
thoughts above the things that perish, and set them upon things thai
fade not in the heavens—we arc forced to regard their Author not
only as our Creator and our Ruler, whe has a right to commaud our
obedience, but also as our greatest Benefactor—our Father, who looks
with pity upou the suilerings of his ehildren. We should, therefore,
be prompted by 2 sense of duty—by gratitude to God for his good-
ness— by our own true intercsts—by every aspiration that 1s high, and
hwly, and heavenly in its nature—to be attentive o his instructions,
and comply cheerfully with all his requiroments,

Error can he overcome only by the counteracting influence of truth,
The heart inust be purified, to use the Apostle’s language, “in obeying
the truth;” and hence that significant question which Pilate addressed
ta our Savior,— " What is trutb?"—becomes first in importance to every
one who ig seeking relief from the bondage of sin. And where shall
the honest inguirer turn for information? Where shall he find the
source whence truth and wisdom may be derived? In other words,

2
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where may he find antheritative teaching? We mainfain, that, if the
word of (Gud does not teach “all things pertaining to life and godli-
ness,"—if il is not a lamp to the feet of the pilgrim who is seeking the
land of promise,—there iz no standard of truth, und we are lefs without
guidance.

Qur Heavenly Fatner hos either revealed to man a system of re-
demnption which séts furth certain conditions upon which he may bg
transluied from a state of condemmation into one uf justification before
heaven, or he has not. Al Christians admit that such a revelation
hus been given. That revelation is etther set forth in such clear and
pluin terms Lthat every one, with a fair translation of the original word
into his own vernacular, can understand the terms of salvation which
it ollers, or the cuntrary must be true. Upon flds point there is no
agreoment. It 13 mamiained by the so-callud liberal-minded of thiz
age, that the greal diversity of opinion which the world exhibits on the
sulject of Seripture teaching, is necessary; that it is abselulely essen-
tial that the Church of Christ should be split up iuto parties amd fac
tions, because persons cannot sce alike in thor examinations of God's
word, and therefore they eannot walk together. To prove this, an
appeal i3 made to the condition of the religions world. The question
1s gravely asked, “What shall we do with the vast muliitudes of pro-
fessed followers of the Son of Ged who cutertain different views of the
teachings of the Bible?” “Are we io suppose thab they are ignorant
or insincere in their professions?” We very readily admit that these
differences exist among very good, sincere, aud intclligent people; and
upon the strength of that admission, an attempt is made to force us to
the conclusion that tliey are necessary. Gud, we are told, has seen fit
te give us a book whose teachings are eapalble of these widely diler-
ent constructions, and we have no right to Inyuire why he has dune so.
Qrant the justness of this conclusion, and there must be an end of con-
troversy. (lod spepks with authority, and we liave no right to reply
azainst him, or to eall in question any thing he Las said or done; but
surely we may be justiiied in pursuing our investigations far enovugh io
agcertain what he has done.

We thereflvre call in question the truth of the position that the condi-
tions of salvation are set furth in such ainbiguous terms that all cannet
see them alike. We say the conditions of salvalion, for the principal
differences among relipionists, are in regard to thess great principles of
the Christian religion.

Let it be admitted that there are auy conditions in compliance with
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which we may become heirs to the promises of imnmertality and eter-
nal life, and it can be maintained, without any fear of refulation, that
ihoze conditiems are adapted to the understanding of every respousible
being.  If, then, there zre any conditions, they must Le positive and
anthoritative; and whoever refuses to comply with them wmust come
into condenination.

Whatever 13 essential to the salvation of one, yansl be esseniial to
that of another; so that all persons, if they arc saved through the gos-
pel of the Son of God, (and we know of no other plan,) must comply
with the same terms.  Now, il the word of God is so completely vn-
veloped in mystery that we cannot come to any positive agreement at
to what the terms of salvation arc, it follows that some, at least, muys
fail of uppreheniding trath on the subjeet, and must, therefore, ba pon-
ished for not performing an impossibility.  Suel s the ubsurd conclu-
sion to which this false agsumption must lead. It makes God the
anthor of religions pariisonisia, and of the consequent evils arising
thorefrom. Tt teaches that it I8 perfectly in accordance with his will
that there shondd be perpetual strife and hitterness among those who
read the same Bible, elaim an interest in the same Redeemer’s blood,
and are seelang mansions in the sune heaven!  1low does this comporl

“with our ideas of the wisdom and benevulence of 1Tim who so loved
the world thai he sent his Son to dic for its redemption? Yet men,
m their extreme charity and Hberality, are willing to relieve the world
of respousibility for the false dogmas and heresies wlich divide reli-
gionists, engendering, alas! tuo often, the very worst feclings and
passions of huwman nature; and thus they throw the responsibilily vpun
Him who “doeth 2ll things well!”

1lence it is the popular doctrine of the age, and verv soothing
to the ears of muny, that “whatever a man thinks is right, & ughs
to him,”—that he has only to be fully persuaded that BMohammed-
anism, or Mormonisin, or any other Zum s the true systemy, and to ful-
low out ils injunctions, to be as sure of the joys of imwmorlality as ha
wlio takes up his cross daily and meckly follows in the footsteps of e
lowly bale of Bethlehem,

This at onee puts an end te all suthority in religim.  True, the
advoeates of this erroncons doctrine tell us that there are conditions of
salyation, Lut men sannot all gee the true conditions, and therelore sume.
thing else will do.  IF in the wide field of dreams and speculative
systems presented fe his view, an individual should elect sume form of
Paganism, and devote himsell to the worship of idols, his idolutry will
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be consecrated as a meang of his salvation; and the infidel, who spurns
the idea of religion, and tramples the oracles of Heaven under his
feet, ag of no more value to the world than the wildest dreams of Ara-
bian fable, will be exalted, through his infidelity, to reign in Lliss with
the Prince of Peace, whom he bad insulted and despized.

Such are the legitimate rcsults of the liberalism of the nineteenth
century. It is o delusion to the world, and drives many a sincere and
honest heart iuto the profession of open infidelity. Ho long as the
idea prevails that the revelation of God to the world is e mystery (o
contradiction of terms!} that ueeds to be expounded, there will be
expounders without number; and those who are seeking to know the
will of God will rely upon these, instead of going te the great source of
light—the word of God. We wonld not be understood to object to
tcachers of Christianity. Their mission is a very impertant one; hut
when they are clothed Ly the world with anthority that helongs not to
them, they do much harm. When they assume the position of spiritual
shepherds, baving complete control over the faith aud practice of the
flocks they feed, they become smasters of the Chureh instead of its
mitnisters; and thus they must be regarded by these over whom they
have supervisicy, as the standard of truth. Hence it is too ofien the
case, that the individual who is anxious to know upon wlat conditions
he may obtain *a part in the redemption which is by Christ,” depends
solely upon the preacher for instruction, instead of consulling the ora-
cles of heaven.

It is very evideut that there can never be union and harmony in
religion so long as men are to be regarded as the highest authority.
How frail must be the hope that is based upon such authority! If the
Doctors of Divinity hold the keys of knowledge, we have no protec-
tion against the baneful influence of falsc teachers. And are we to
suppose that our Father has left us to grope our way in darkness and
uncertainty, being forced fo rely upon the authority of frail earth-
worms like ourselves for guidance in a matter which involves the moul's
eternal destiny? Nay; I thank God that there is higher autherity in
religion than “the words which man’s wizdom teacheth,”"—a standard
of truth by shich the “habes” in Christ can test the teachings of “the
wise and prudent.” TFalse teachers bave been in the Church from a
very early pericd of its history, who have exerted e powerful influence
in leading the people of God astray. How far men are to be held
responsible for the influence of false teachings and the prejudices cou-
gequent thereon, against the truth of heaven, must be deeided by the
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highest anthority. That authority is the volume of truth—*the sword
of the Spirit"—the weapon which Jehovah wields for the subjugation
of the world. Ben must cease to put their trust in kuman wisdom—
must come like babes to the true source of light, and “receive with
meekness the engrafted word of truth, which is nble to save the soul.”
The sad Babellike spectacle which the world presents, should be no
discouragement to those who repose implicit confidence in Ileaven's
promises.  Jesus must reign until all authority and all rule shall be sub-
dued unto him. We lock forward fo & period in the unknown future,
when the sincere shall become sickened and sated with dreams and
vagares—the unsatisfactory theories and speeulations of men; when
all shall honor God and henor themselves by bowing to the scepter of
our cxalted Priest and King, and acknowledge the revelation of lis
will which God has given to the world, as the only pure, deep, and
exhansticss sonrce of truth and heavenly wisdom.

SELF-CONTROL,
BY F. M. C.

TuE greatest difficultics with wlhich we have to contend in this life,
are found not in the world around ns—in external circumstances—hus
within our own lLearts. Tt has Leen very justly remarked, that “the
greatest victory of a man's life is not that which he achieves over his
enemy, but that in which he snbdues himsel£” Iow fow ever achieve
that great victory! Self-control iz one of the highest objects, if not
the highest, to be obtained in education; yet how few of the educated,
so-called, can say to their passions, “Thus far shall ye come, and no
farther!” How few have brought the discordant elements of their
natures inte such complete suhjection that they can say to them with
authority, “Teace, be sttll]"  So long as any appetite or unhallowed
passion is nnrestrained, the soul is bowed dmgﬁ in the meanest servi-
tude, No man who is thus subdued by the supremacy of passion, can
feel himyelf scoure. He is in danger, continnal, hmmineut danger, for
he is net a frecuwmsn—not master of his own actions.  If there be hug
one unchecked passion, that one will subjugate the enlire mam, render-
ing every power of mind subservient to ite ends. With what rigid
self-denial, then, should we live, in arder that we may bring curselves
into complete subjection to correet rule! With the mind thus rigidly
edneated, we may go forth amnid the many temptations and alluremnents
to vice which Leset the pathway of lfe, with confidence, feeling that
so Jong as we are masiers of oursclves, we are masters of our own
destinies.
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RETIGION—AN INSTITUTION.
B0 long as religion shall he regarded as an abstraciion—a product
of the human mind

an oli-shoot of the world's trencherous conscience,
skeplicism, infidelity, and downright atheism mnust abound in our fuir
earth.  WWhilst we rejoice in the belief that *man is the image and
glovy of God,” (1 Cor. 11, 7) he I8 yet man—not God—and is inde-
pendent of his Maker in no particelar,  Tn the language of one of
Isruel's proplets, weo might exelaim, “0, Lord, we know that the way of
man is nol in himself; it is 2ot in man that walketl o direet Lis steps,”
{Jer. 10, 28.) The transcendentslis, however, growing out of the
monodology of Leibnitz, and the pantheism of Spinoza, by insidiously
spreading its shadowy influence over the werld, througl the various
forms of mystic philesophy and nystic religion, has so bewildered, par-
ticularly, the mind of nominal Protestantism, that veligion, for tlie most
part, anionnts in little more than unmeaning emotions, and oftentimes
to the wildest aud nost ungovernalde chullitions of passion, Hence
the unsteadiness and meerfaingy of many of the religions movements
of the age, In Germany and ¥ugland, and cvenin our own Ameries,
many of the Churches are, a3 the crazy vessel before ihe angry wind,
without rudder or comypuss, driven upon every merciless rock in the shore.
less sen of maw’s shallow philesophy, The reason is mosk ohvious—imen
have agpired {o become Gody, and in their lofiy Rights of fancy, their
heads have become dizzy and their hearts have grown fint. They
have left behind the chart and compass of religion, und (he misls of
their speenlation have so darkened and confounded their limited wuder-
standing, that no bright star of hope rises in thelr horizon—all clijects
are but flickering metcors—even the pale moon casts not her rays upon
their night, but imperfectly, and Ieaven's glorious sun regards them
not.  Thuy itis with us all, left to ourselves.  Instead, therefors, of re-
ligion springing fram dependent, orving, and frail human nature, as our
psendo-philosophiers, logictans, Jdeists and skeptics are wont to maintain,
it is an stilution given for the lght, guidanes, and perfeetion of human
nature.  1f humanity it right, it necds nothing—religton is uscless, and
all of our discussions in regard to if, are hut an unnecessary consnmp-
tion of time.

Bus the dillicully of most persons even of commendable learning,
springs from a fallnre to clearly perceive the meaning of a moral insh.
tution, The word to Znstdufs, etymologically, denotes, to put, place,
add, introduce, construet, arrange, &c.; and the word fnsfitufion neces-
sarily fwphes a want, & positive need in human nature,  Tenee, we
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hear of the “institutes of medicing,” meaning certain prineiples diseov-
ered in science for the regulation of cur physical health; and we aften
speak of the “fustitutes of learning” by which we mwulerstand {he
principles, rnles, and systems by which the mind i+ developed and sioved
with knowledge. In this sensge, it s altogether appropriate to sny
schools and colleges are tastdutions for the wize regulation of man's in-
tellectual powers, and without which he must feef his diwrk way with
the lower animals of earth. History preves the valne of institniiong,
and if I do not err in conclusions, the greatest intellectual disparnies
arise mainly from the dilleren: degrees of educational institutions in
zociety.

In the moral world, all tle differences, from the lowest idolater to the
most cultivated christian, arise from the character of the reapectivi: in-
stitutions of reHgion muder which men live.  “The natural man,” oy
man who hag nothing saperior to nature—external and internal—to
guide lim—the mayn, in 2 word, who is destitnie of all religious sl
tutions, “receiveth not the things of the Hpirly, for thuy arc foolishness
unto him,"—1he s « suvage; may be 2 wild nan of the woods, and has
not come under the dnstifutes of “reveuled religion, awl of course can
bave no spivibual discernment.” (1 Cor, 2, 11.)

Religion, in this view, may be pronounced good, better, and best;
had, worse, and worsl, in proportion to the nature of its institutes or
appointments, I the institules, or systoms, are defective, so st be
all under their intluenee; but if good, the presumption iy strongly in
favor of their suljects.  Therefore, no man cun be just, or merciful, who
hows at the shrine of manmmon. Good tentions caunol sanctily s
inisguided deed, and no one can be bad who does truly live wnder the
guidance of a carrect religious institution, A good lrec cannot Lring
forth evil fruit, neilher doth a corrupt tree (once that grows in a poisoned
soil} bring forth good fruit.”

But the idea of religious instilulions is most satishctorily sel forth
by the Suviour and lds Apostles. Paul speaks of “the strictest sevt of
our religion,” his “conversation in the Jews' religion,” and suys he
Hprofited above many his equals in the Jews' religion.”  These things
he alirmed in contrast with another—a new and more spiritual religion,
which he professed when he wrote, John the Baptist, though the zon
of a priest, and an orderly membor of the Jewish Chureh, declared
“tlic kingdom of Leaven at haund;” and our Saviour said, “On this rock
I will build my churel”  Thus it 18 clear that the phrase “kingdom of
heaven” im'plies o religions institution, which is represented by our
Lord as a bouse builded onr a rock, whose foundation is sure.
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To examine the subject properly, it would be necessary to give a full
history of religious establishments; but in our introductory number, our
intention is to merely shadow forth outlines for future lnbor, In justice,
though, fo the subjeet under consideration, it is proper to make a few
points which may serve as guide posts in subsequent explorations.

For twenty-five hundred and thirteen years from the creation, as re-
corded by Moses, the only institution of religion was patriarchal, Neither
did nations, or different families, assemble to perform religions service
together. Bach [ather, as the rightful gaverner of his own house, was
authorized to perform such devotional excreises in the family, as the

" great Author of his being thought suited to Lis conditien. ITe was the
priest to sacrifice to God for his wife, his children, ssrvants, and all un-
under his immediate guidance. DBut this starlight age closed when
families became qualified for church union. Fourteen hundred and
ninety-one years before Christ, the patriarchs or fathers #were under
the cloud, and all passed through the soa, and were all baptized into
Moses by the cloud and by the sea,” and thus camne tnder the heavenly
institutes delivered by Moses, and constituted the first Chureh of God
known in history. The institutes of this great national Churel were
embodied on Mount Sinai, and consecrated Ly the Llood of sprinkling,”
and remained in fall foree to Christ.  “The law and the prophets were
until John,” since that time Christ ias Leen preached by all who have
known the way of life.

The Jewish institution was but the shadow or miniaiure picture of a
“hetter covenant,” a more ample building, und one suilicient lor the in-
gathering of the faithful of 2l nations.  According Lo our computation,
in the four thousand and thirty-third year of the world, the Chureh of
Jesus Christ wis planted al, Jerusalem, in Palestine, and all the insti-
tutes were soon afler submitted through men who uticred them by the
dictation of the Holy Spirit, Since the “perfection’” of thiz jvstitution
or Church, which was accomplished before the close of the first cen-
tury, no other divine and authorized imstitution has been revealed. Al
others are but modificabions and distortions of the original tample, and
must zooner or later come to naught, The beauties, perfuctivns, and
glories of (his heavenmodeled institulion, we cannot now attempt o
deserilbe.  Suflice it to say, that out of the Cluaneh, out of the vineyard,
and out of the institution whigh Heaven has ordalned, we can conceive
not ihe possibility of performing Ged's worl, or of heing religions in
any correct application of the term, and when the Lovd shall come to
make up his jewels, if we shoald unfortunately be foand “without,” we
¢an have no introduclion to the Father, T B,
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FRIENDLY EXPRESSIONS IN REGARD TO THE SUCCESS
OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE.

WE nre happy, and thankful to God to know, that the brethren
whose opinions we have the hest reason to respeet, are generally favor-
able to the publication of ‘The Gospel Advocate.” We take pleasure
in laying a few of the kindly grestings of our [iiends hefore the
reader:

1st. Bro. A. CaxporLL says: “We are of opinion that such a peri.
odical is needed in Nashville, and in Tennessee. The condition of
things in the city and State call for not only oral, but written and
printed materials of thought and action. The press, well famished and
guided, is a powerful auxiliary of truth or of error. Tf evil spirits
use it in the projects of evil, why should not good spirits use it against
fraud and imposture? Uuder the cditorialship of 18lders Famning
and Lipseomb, we anficipate for it a large circulation and 2 liberal
patronage.” :

24, Blder Jauxs Cuavney, of Philadelphia, editor of *#The Ladies'
Christian Annual” i a letter of May the 29th, 1855, says:

“Bro, Fanning—I rejoice that you and Bro. Lipscomb are about en-
gaging in the publication of the Gospel Advocate. It certainly is
needed and will do good, and I hope will meet with ample encour-
agement and support.”

3d. Blder D. Fraxkrin, of Cinciunatl, Ohls, and former editor of
the Cliristian Age, writes under date of May 17th, 1855:

“Bro. Fanning—Respecting your proposal to publish n newspaper,
Ican eay that T think the move o good one. T trust you will meet the
new phazes of unbelicf i such o manner ag to do great good, T will
frnish you a few short pieces, and every thing I can do to cncourage
your enterprise, T will cheerfully do.  May you have abundant suc-
cess.”

4th. Bro. J. 8. Lasar, of Angusta, Ga,, writes:

“Bro. Panning—I necd not say that I mn much pleased with the
paper enterprise. It will supply a deficiency which Lus been felt by
ug all.  We need something that will draw attention to subjects long
since fumiliar to the people of the North-west. It will alford me great
pleasure to commmnicate, from time to time, such thonghts as may be
deemed important.”

We are happy te learn that the views of the brethren ave so per-
fectly harmonious in regard fo the necessity of discussing first prinei-
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ples,  Tf we are not much mistaken, however, many who have imagined
themsclves fur advaneed in second principles, will have ut least to re-
piow the first lessons of the Christian religion.

5th. Bro. W. G. Roulhae, of Hickman, Ky., speaks thus:

“Bro. Fanning—On returning Lome yesterday, my son put nto my
hands your prespectns for the Glospel Advocate, the first mtimation T
had of the project. A paper, such as yon propose, I think will be a
useful auxiliary in this age of indifferentism to the positive religion of
Clirist; and T not only wish you success, but will use my Lest en-
deavors to aid you,”

5th, Bre. Dr. 8. B. Aprx, of Paris, Tenn,, and long pnblisher of
the Bille Advocate, says: “We have done much for the Harbinger, but
will now {ry for your paper, and we hope it will be sustained.”

Bro. W. B. Liuwgrexes, of Alexandria, DeKalh co., Tenn,, writes:

“Bro. Fanning—T herewith send you a list of subacribers with the
woney, and T think such a paper as you propose is a desideratum
amongst the brethren.  We particularly need it as a mediur of infer-
comnnutication in the Churches,”

8th. Bro. Lewra Torsay, of Shelbyville, Tenn., sends thirteen sub-
seribers “who are not members of the Church, but good citizens;” and
snys in reference to the reverses in Tennessee: I look to you and Bro.
Lipseomb to give a new impetus to the cause, through the instrumen-
tality of the Gospel Advocate,”

If the brethren will #hws aid us, we hope, in the hands of God, to
render good serviee in exciting our brethren and friends to greater re-
Ligious interest.  We wish to suggest it, again and again, that wo de-
sire our friends of the world to read “The Gospel Advocate,” but we
expect the paper to get its cireulation chiefly through the exertions of
the brethren. A liltle prudent and timely effort will secure all we
desire,

These are certainly goed authority for believing that our brethrer,
at least, feel much congern in relation to what may be accomplished
by our paper.  We also feel that we have reasun te thank God for the
interest exhibited by men whe are not of ug, at least in profession.  We
are encouraged to helieve, that if, as conductors, we do our duty, sue-
cess mush follow, T. F.

A quirr mind i3 a protection against a vicious life; bub no one can
caleulate the waywarduess of a restless spivit,
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REMINISCENCIES.
Or oncself it is seldom comely fo speak; and vef, no one ¢an either
gpeals or write without identifying himself with his perforiuances. Al

though the worst and best of men live in their deeds when they are dead,
and notwithstanding il is most disagreeable to huve persons who are
incapable of interesting us thrust themselves unbidden into vur presence,
it cannot be immodest to refer in a becoming manner, as did Paul, to the
past, with the hope of the better serving those for whom we are la-
horing,

We prasume all can say, most of our early religious associations
recall the tenderest emotions; but there are others which we would
gladly forgel and bury forever. The reflection that some of the re-
ligious acquaintanees of our early youth have contribnted but litile to
the advancement of truth, is mortifying; the thought that Ly fur the
greater porlion of the able and efficient laborers who, from ten to
twendy-five years ago, stood side by side with us, huve pas-ed from
earth, is indescribably sad, and impresses wy very deeply wifh the un-
certain tenure by which we still cleave to life; bul when we eall to
mind the many very agreeable religions relations which, within a fow
years past, hueve been forever severcd, particularly in Tennessee, we
have no language to describe the deep agony of spivit nflicted npon
us, We pray that we may never be compelled to apeak of Lhe past

in terms which it morits.
In the month of January, 1844, we began the publication of “The

Ciiristian Review.” Our suceess through an editorial career of four
years could not have been more pleasant.  The cireulation of the work
wag truly encouraging, and our enjoyments in our monghly comuum-
ings with owr beloved bhrethren were much more valmable to us than
worldly treasures. At the close of the volume for 1847, with a sin-
cere conviction and Liope that greater good conld he accomplished, we
cheerfully gave the paper to others. The history of ihe work substi-
tuted for “The Review" i3 well known and hitterly regretted, The
error committed cannot be correctod—"thers is no place for repent-
ance.” But we would gladly shroud the past in impenetrable mght,
Woe once more appoar before our brethren and the world as a religlons
journalist, and whilst we ask the indulgence of all, we are happy in the
belief that onr labor in “The Gospel Advocate” will prove a hlessing

to many. liis ut loast our fond hope, that a rencwal of our acanaint-
ance with the brethven will prove a source of deep salisfaction and
spiritual advantage to us.  \Will the brethren guard us from error and
sy, and lend their aid in making our paper a lroly useful work?

LT
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THE BIBLE ITS OWN INTERPRETER.
Ix the April nmnber of “The Christian Review” for 1847, we gave
our readersa few sugpgestions from Dr. Tyng, in reference to the Holy
Scriptures, which will bear repeating:

“The Bible itself is suprecme. It does not need a ministry to inter-
pret i—it does not tolerate a ministry to stand npon ita grouud. Every
one, the highest and the lowest, the peorest cottage girl who sits by
her door and lmows nothing but the truth ag it iz in Christ—

A fruth the brilliant Frenchman never knew—
must read it for herself, and interpret it for herself, and is as truly re-
sponsible for the manner in which she applies its {ruih as the most
learned of its readers. When I go to that book, God speaks to me.
T ueed no suceession—I go at onee to the fountain head. It s not the
man that speals. It Is God who gpeaks; and while he speaks to me,
he speaka as if there were bub one single Dible on earth, and that
Bible an angel bad come down and bound it upon my bosom. It iy
my Bible. It was written for me. It is the voice of God holding
commution with my own soul, and never will I forfeit my right to
commune with God, Nor is that communion fo be held before coun-
cils or in open temples, or in the presence of pepes and priests, and
through the intervention of others. It is an aet to be transacted in

the most seeret sanctuary of the Lord. No sects, no priestly inter-
ference can be admitted.”

A PREACHER'S EXTERIENCE AND RESOLUTIONS.

Our esteewed hrother, W. G. Roulhac, of Hickman, Ky., will, we
hope, not be grieved at the nse wo make of a part of his letter of Junc
7th, 1855,

He says: “I have heen ah work with all the zeal I could command,
and yet I have added Lut eight in two months; but they have been
thinking meu, aud as a permanent good to any canse, eight such are
Letter than a hundred that are moved by the power of sympathy.

“In my public ministrations, 1 take the position that Clivistianity ia a
positive mstitution, and T endleavor to show that God could not mauifest
his love Lo man only through pesitive appointments, and these must be
received and obeyed to afford evidence of acceptance or pardon. In
the applicasion of these prineiples, T ailempt fo set the conclusiou forth,
that all else i3 delusion, begotten by our eonfidence in the traditions of
meu, ot the result of superstivious enthusiasm, T am therefore not very
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popular, and many of the brethren esteem me a mneh less preacher
than they wonld, if I would reason less and exhort more, Qur man-
ner of preaching, in my judgment, has undergene of late years a change
for the worse; too many, through an ardent desive to please, preach in
a very indefinite manner, but I wish to pursue an uncompromising
course. A preacher's position is one of influence and fearful responsi-
bility, and he cannot. justify himself before the Lord in winking at any
thing in opposition to the oracles of {ruth.

I desire the prayers of the faithful, that T may be able to do good
in the kingdom of our Lord, and te withstand the temptations to which
I am expozed in my calling.”

The matters suggesicd are worthy of our profoundest regard, They
are new to nine-tenths of our most enlightened population. T, F.

TO THE CORPS EDITORIAL.

Rrsrrorep Friexpe axp Brururex:-—We present you our sincere
greetiugs, and feel that we much need your sympathy. An iuspired
writer has saild, “No man liveth to himself” and we arc sure no one
should labor for himgelf, HEditors have it in their power to do each other
great service or great injury; and whilst we expect to record our con-
victions unreservedly, we desire to treal all with proper respect. We
hope, too, that we shall be able to gain the respect of all good men.
We are especially anxious, “without regard to differences,” to cultivate
the most friendly relations towards editors of religious newspapers; not
that we liope to be satisfied with their teaching, or that they will he
pleased with ours, but inasmnch as editors represent, to a good degree,
the religious feeling of society, it well becomes them to exert their in-
fluence to remove frown the public mind the destrnctive prejudices
which o retard religious investigation. T'o our brother editors wmongst
the disciples, we would say that it is our highest ambition to deserve
their confidence in “earnestly contending” with them *for the faith
once delivered to the sainta.” a0

A BEAUTIFUL sentiment is the fullowing, by the celebrated Logan:
“Over all the movements of life, religion scatters her favors, but re-
sorvea the clioicest of her divine blessings for the last hour.”

Hap we eyes sharp enough, we should see the arrows of death flv.
ing in all directions, and eccount it 2 wonder that we and our friends
oseape them but e single day.— Cowper,
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COMPENSATION OF PREACHERS.

“Brorurr Faxxiai—I have proposed to our brethren in West
Tennessee to adopt a system of evangelizing, and to work by system,
The leading principle of which i3, compensation according to the re-
spective nccossities of those engaged in the evangelical field, and not,
as herctotore, enrich one and statve another out. This plan will en-
courage young men to preach, and exclude the carnality which always
manifests itsell in a preference of one for another.  There are certainly
as great differences in preachers as there are in hearers, I have known
neighborboods in which old Brother ——— can do more good than
Brother Camplell, Brother Fanning, ana Brother Roulhac combined;
yet I know other places where old Brother shonld not attempt
to preach. It would be wrong, however, to starve him because he
cannot please the fastidions.  Chnst died for all, and he is a worthy
servant of the Master who can call the wicked to Christ as their only
hope of sulvation. W. (. ROULILAC,

“ Hickwan, Ky, June Tth.”

Resaek,—¥We are glad that Brother Roulhac has introduced this
subject, and we hope the matter will be thoroughly sifted.  If we mis-
take not, this is one of the “delicate snbjects” which demands an ex-
antination. 1

REVISION OF THE HCLY SCRIPTURES.

As intimated o our prospectus, it is our purpose to furnish our rea-
ders with whatever matter may scemm to us valuable in regard to the
“15ible Revision movenuent of the age,” But to the friends of the en-
terprise, a8 well as to those oppasced, we wish to say that we do not ex-
pect to approve of ali that may be said and done on ilis subject.—
Whilst we are ardently devoted to the movement, we oft times fecl
iliie is danger of irreverent hands being laid npon the sacred volume,
and we rejoice also to believe that there is a strong aversion in society
to trifling in so sacred a matter. Neither shonld we hope for the first
tssue from “the Bible Union” to be by any means a fanltloss version.
That mauy things will be improved, few, if any, will deny; but that
there may be portions lofl in obscurity, we presnme most will admit.
But without, at present, attempting to give our reasons for such 2 con-
clugiun, we wish to say to our readers, we fear not the forthcoming re-
vised edition will be a vast improvement, as a whole, npon tlat of King
James, now in Protustant use, and we regard the question of revision
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ag one of most vital importance to all christiana, In futore numbers
we hope to be able to record the progress of the work, and as the dif-
ferent parts may appear, we will take pleasure in calling wttention to
them, The [riends of the measore owe il to the eause of truth, to ex-
ert thewmselves to the utmost of their ability, to remove the nnnecossary
prejudices which exist against revision. At i

IIOW SHALL CHRISTIAN UNION DE RESTORED,

By individual cifort. Hwvery Cliristian must commence the work
for himigelf, and pursue it with all the ardor of Lis soul. He must
commence wilk ks own heart.  ITe must then enltivate more love fur
Christ—more love for his truth, more love for his disciples. e must
Lanish from his heart alllove fur any tradition not within the Holy Serip-
tures. Ils must read the Scriptures, not fo supperd his fonner views,
but to learn the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the ruth.  Ile
must keep every command, hiowever contrary to the practice of hig own
soct.  1le must acknowledge no sect, but renounce them all, and cleave
to those who stand by the Scriptures, alone,

If every genuine Christlun would de this—if he weuld commency
this work this day, and pursue it with the spirit of a martyr fur one
vear, it would resultin such wn anniversary as has never been held in
any age, i any country, or by any people, since ihe age of the Apos-
{les.— Christian Bawweer,

5. E. SHEPALRD.

Walk, as it were, upon the borders of the ecean of eteruity, and hsten
to the sounds of its waters, till you are deal to every sonnd beside.—
R. i

CHRISTIAN CHURCH.
Tue bllowing preanble and resolutions were adopted at a consulta-
tion meeting of the officers of the Chuistian Clawch, Memplis, Tenn.,
May 4, 1855,

PREAMELF,

We, the oficers of the Christian Church at Mewmphis, being conv inced
that the house which we are now using as a place of divine worship, s
too sinall to accommodate the wants of a rupidly increasing congrega:
tion, and whereas, we are fully aware of the necessity of an cffort
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being made whereby a more commodious house may be provided for
the accommodation and benefit of the people of this city, knowing
from past experience that the individual means of our membership are
inadequate for that purpose; and whereas, we believe that the Church
at Memphis is looked upon by the brethren generally, as being one ol'
the most important in the reformation, being situated at a point from

which the principles of our most holy religion must be disseminated
throughout the South and South-West,

Be it therefore, ResoLvep, That an appeal be made to the brethren
of the Reformation to assist us in our endeavors to build up the cause
of Ghrist in our midst, and as we consider that the most simple means
will best promote the desired end,

Be it also, Resonyrp, That a committee be appointed to correspend
with the Ministers of the Churches asking their christian aid and assis-
tance, requesting thatat as early a day as possible they will each deliver
in their respective churches, n discourse on the advantages which may
be obtained for the canse of our dear Redeemer by eo-operation, and
at its close, to take up a collection for the shove mentioned purpose.

Resorvep, 3d, That the same committee be empowered to receive
any andall remittances which may be made to the Church for the pur:
pose herein specified.

Resovvep, 4th, That Editors of all papers and periodicals which
circulate amongsat the brethren, be hereby requested to publish these
resolutions, so that our wants may be fully made known,

¥e, the undersigned, having been appointed, {at a consultation
meeting, Dr. B, F. Harr, Pastor, presiding,) a committee to receive
remittances and attend to correspoudence; would respectfully request,
that in making remittances, &ec., hrethren will address

THOS. LEECH,
R. H. LONG.

FRANELIN COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT.

Ter Eleventh Commencement Exercises of Franklin Cullege, will
take place in the College Chapel on Wednesday, July 4th, 1855, Sev-
eral Addresses will be delivered by the Senior (lass, end in the after-
noon, the Young Ladies of Mrs. Fanning’s School, will read Essays
and give exhibivions of their skill in Music,

Both the College and the Female School, will open the next Ses-
sion on Monday, Sept. 24th, 1855, |

T, FANNING,
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